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CoUn Brown 
and Anthony Bering 

John Major last night stepped 
up his election campaign with 
an amazing appeal to voters - 
: “look in my eyes” -and to back 
him ratherthaxthispartyv 
With jost ane week to go, and. 
all to player, ftcCdmCTvafee 
leader made a saw^personat 
attack on Ibny Blair as -a man. 
who brc^ks his promises, and 


6 Tories have 
stopped running 
their New 
Labour, New 
Danger poster 
with a red-eyed 
Mr Blair 9 


someone with 8 “whiff of 
arrogance" about him. 

But it was the plea tothc elec- 
torate to pal their trust in him, 
rather than his party, that 
marked the change ofTbty tac- 
tics. In ahitalidsed passage of 
a text issued in Aberdeen last 
■ night. Mr Major said: “I appeal 
to you. Don't let whatever 
doubts you may have bad about 
the. Conservative; Rarty in the 
past weigh with you, when the 
Wire ofthe United Kingdom 
may be at stake. 

“Think about it. Think seri- 
ousfy.Think again, look in my 
■eves and know this. I will always 


QUICKLY 


deal fair and true by this great 
.. nation." . 

Mr Major was exploiting the 
undoubted feet that he is more 
. popular with the voters than his 
party, fractious and divided as 
it is. fiutlast mght's appeal was 
also a gamble on the public’s 
wflliflgB§ss to see the election 
as a presidential 'cdajp^beT 
tweeo two party leaders. 

With Labour officials warnr 
im<^the^m^itmare”tEbqpect 
ofarahTtuytaon, and the con- 
tinuation of a one-paity stare, 
Mr Bias's positive campaign 
yesterday turned to a new ini- 
tiative to create a special “Peo- 
ple’s Lottery” fund, to divert 
£lbn into popular causes like 
education and health. 

But the Tories last night de- 
livered a diversionary coup by 
publishing a copy of an old 
Labour election “Whr Book" 
setting out strategic campaign 
targets. Brian Mawhinney, the 
Conservative Party Chairman, 
said the document, sent to the 
Tbries “in a plain brown enve- 
lope" six months ago, indicat- 
ed a campaign based on “smear 
and scare". 

- He suggested that the leak 
could have come from a Labour 
Party worker who was as ap- 
palled by “the cynical attitude 
of those newas working with as 
the rest of the country wiD be 
when they see this document”. 

All parties have “Wit Books', 
setting out day-by-day cam- 
paign strategies, but they nor- 
mally remain confidential, and 
Labour said last night that the 
document that had been sent to 
the Conservatives was a year . 
old, outofdatt^-anddkinotm- 
chide hs eledSon masterplan. 
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Travel firms’ 
staff paid 
to inform on 
customers 


Thertochmesfssammaiy of- 


wexe not Labour assessments, 
but rather " a ■ summary of 
Conseivafivfcs'views- 

WhfleTbrycampaign strate- 
gists are' f&umg. an private 
poUing-sltowni^ the voters do 
not trust Mr Blak, Labour cam- 
paign managers have noted 
that the Tbnes have stopped 
running their “New Labour, 
New Danger” poster, with a 
red-eyed Mr Blair. 

Ibity believe that such vidous 
personal attacks are provoJdng 
voter hostility. 

Nevertheless, Mr Major last 
night went for the Labour 
leader in a strong personal at- 


office-aitatiBthatwnibere- 
mfinced in the final days of the 

canffi aign 

• Ctontrasting Ids own leader- 
ship style with Mr Blair’s, Mr 
Major said: “like me or loathe 
me, on the issues I put before 
you today yon know where I 
stand.” 

He accused Mr Blab of hav- 
ing “shifted and shuffled and 
shifted again” on his plans for 
a Scottish parliament with tax- 
raising powers. “I do not truly 
believe Mr Blair understands 
Scotland. I wonder sometimes 
bow much be even cares for 
Scotland. More and more re- 
cently he has seemed to care 


• more for the use he can make 
of Scotland. 

“His policy combines a sense 
of carelessness with a whiff of 
arttfgance that I for one find 
slightly unappealing _. Mr Blair 
seems incapable of keeping to 
one policy for more than a few 
months." 

■ Ridiculing Mr Blair as “the 
young mastermind” who said 
“pass" to questions in the cam- 
paign, Mr Major said the 
Labour **m all his expe- 

rience may not realise that 
these questions, unanswered, 
might eventually do our Union 
to death." 

He accused Mr Blair of 
changing policy to suit his own 
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convenience, and seeking pow- 
er ftn its own sake -to win what- 
evex the price. “I seethe Labour 
red. is c hangin g to an imperial 
purple - and 1 see a man carried 
away by his own propaganda. 
How many more promises does 
Mr Blair have to break before 
the people of Britain understand 
his true nature?" 

Warning that Mr Blalrwould 
“sell out” Britain in Europe, Mr 
Major said Labour posed three 
great threats to Britain - more 
power for the unions, a soft 
touch for a federal Europe and 
paving the way for separatism 
with Scotland. “Labour, led by 
Mr Blair, will destroy British 
prosperity, risk dividing Britain 
. and put us on the escalator to 
a federal Europe " ; 

Labour received a dual boost 
last night from opinion polls 
which showed its support 
holding up, and the announce- 
ment that Alan Sugar, the ar- 
chetypal Thatcbeme boss of 
computer company Amstrad, 
has switched allegiance to j 
Labour. 

Labour is 19 per cent ahead 
of the Conservatives, according 
a Gallup poll for ITN’s 
Channel 4 News . 


Jason Bennetto 

Crime Correspondent 

Britain's travel agents are being 
paid to operate as undercover 
drug informants. High street 
sales staff, along with booking 
agents for airlines and ferries, 
are given substantial cash re- 
wards by HM Customs in return 
for tip-offs about suspected 
drug- runners and money laun- 
derers. 

Customs and Excise officers 
are also providing training and 
advice for would-be informers 
about how to spot a criminal, 
and a hotline to report them. 
Successful “snouts” can earn 
from £50 to as much as £10,000 
in exceptional cases. 

It is understood that one of 
the four largest travel agents 
gets about 20 reports of suspi- 
cious customers every day, al- 
though the majority of these are 
false alarms. 

The use of informants is be- 
ing encouraged in all parts of 
the travel industry. 

British Airways is offering to 
pay its staff extra bonuses, in ad- 
dition to any Customs rewards, 
for positive reports. Assistance 
from BA staff at London air- 
ports helped Customs officers 
make 56 drug seizures, worth 
about £7m, in the first six 
months of last year. 

Travel agents are encour- 
aged to look oot for holiday- 
makers acting suspiciously. 
Among the tell-tale signs are 
customers who pay for holidays 
or flights with large sums of 
cash, nave new passports (they 
may be forged), are not inter- 
ested in getting a cheap deal 
take trips to well known drug 
centres such as Holland, Ja- 
maica, and Thailand, and who 
pay at the last minute. 

A Customs spokesman said: 


“We are after things that will 
arose peoples' suspicion, which 
might be connected with drug- 
smuggling. 

“Occasionally the informa- 
tion leads to seizures and arrests 
but more often it adds another 
piece to the jigsaw.” 

He added: “If someone gave 
us the names, dates and deliv- 
ery, of a major drugs operation 
they could get from £20,000 to 
£30.000 reward, but this is not 
the kind of detailed information 
travel agents come across." 

The drugs hotline - 0800 
595000 - receives about 2^00 
calls a month, although the 
proportion of these that are 
made by travel agents is un- 
known. 

Travel companies were quick 
yesterday to play dawn the idea 
that their staff had become 
paid spies. 

Thomas Cook, the fourth 
largest travel agent, trains all 
new employees about how to 
identify suspected criminals. A 
spokeswoman said: “They have 
a prompt card with key points 
to look out for.” 

Details of suspicious cus- 
tomers are passed on to the 
head office, as the company dis- 
courages employees collecting 
reward money. 

Limn Poly, Britain's largest 
travel agent, confirmed it has 
“security procedures” which 
were used by staff to identify po- 
tential offenders, but refused to 
discuss any of the details. A 
spokeswoman denied that staff 
received cash rewards: “There’s 
no sanction from head office 
[for Customs] to recruit staff.” 

Informers are increasingly 
being used to help tackle toe 
growing drug problem. There 
were record seizures last year, 
which rose ly 6 per cent to 
115,000, toe highest ever. 
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The Qj-opfrative Wholesale 
Society wen] 00 toe offensive 
against Andiw Regan's L anka 
ThiSj^itttbJ.aocuSBigtheSJyear 
old entrepreneur of encouraging 
Coop employees to “steal to or- 
derail threatened continued legal 
action saip it would press for 



pill trample family values 


AN 

INSTANT 
START TO 
SAVING 


Yacoub escapes claim 

A couple whose son was left 
~ brain-uatnaged after a heart 
tran splan t, carried out by Sir 
Magtfi Yacoub, lost their daim 
for damages yesterday after a 
judge ruled they hadbeen prop- 
■ ■ erty warned of .toe risks. Page 3 

• Bolivian plaudits 

Tuesday night* assault on the 
. Japanese Ambassador's resi- 
dence in Lima: in which 71 of 
- 72 hosuges were freed from 
toe Tupac Amaiu.gucmTbs 
them, was one of the 
ana afoccssftU anti-terrorist 
operations ever, 13 1 


Mary Braid 

Johannesburg 

Any proponent of sound con- 
servative family values could 
have told them how it would 
end. In a world first, wild ele- 
phants were introduced to the 
pill. Now, six months later, the 
bold emeriment has gone dis- 
astrously wrong. Elephant 
society is falling apart. 

After six. mouths of inter- 
vention in South Africa s 
Kruger National Park, toe re- 
sulting possibilities of . ele- 
phantine free love have proved 
a social disaster. On offer was 
jumbo-sized birth controL The 
result was social and sexual 
mayhem. 

It has been discovered that 
specially-designed hormone 
ifflnlflStSi ite park s pionccrin 
instrument of population con- 


trol, leave femalespennaztem- 
fy 'on heat and cream rampag- 
ing bidls; trapped in a state of 
perpetual - and dangerous - 
’sexual.exdtement 
; “The bulls want to constantly 
mate with toe females," com- 
plained Douw GroWer, toe. 
Kruger Park vet responsible. 

Female elephants usually an 

heat- just two days in every 17 
weete, had been hot for aq en- 
tire six months at a time. Dr 
Grttoler said the cows were be- 
ing constantly harassed. Wher- 
ever they went, a long line of 
bulls traded behind them. - 

“At one stage there were 

eight bulls around one cow ” he 
. added. “This is unacceptable." 

The oestrogen implants, in- 
jected into sedated females, 
work along toe same fines as the 
p£Q in - women. They have 
achieved their, contraceptive 


aim In six months no cow has 
become pregnant despite the 
unflagging -not to say embar- 
rassing - attention of the bulls. 

But famili es have broken 
down. In the explosive sexual 
' atmosphere, responsibilities 
are forgotten- Two baby ele- 
phants have gone missing and 
arc presumed dead. Dr Grob- 
ler mid his staff believe they 
strayed from home because 
their mothers were perma- 
nently distracted. 

The elephant pill's unfore- 
seen effects win encourage crit- 
ics who condemned the 
controversial programme from 
the start as an extravagant 
waste of money,, driven by 
: human sentimentality. . 

Rural development groups 
argued elephants should be 
free to have as many calves as 
they pleased, and to expand 


their families to the size God 
intended. Rural African com- 
munities could then Irifl and eat 
the surplus. 

Mr Grobler admitted yes- 
terday that the programme was 
motivated by a sentimental de- 
sire to create a painless method 
of population control which 
would keep herds small, hap- 
py and well cared for. The 
idea of simply letting popula- 
tions explode and culling later 
he said was considered “bar- 
baric” by some. 

. Mr Grobler now acknowl- 
edges toe Kruger was mis- 
guided. Unwanted pregnancies 
have been prevented but the so- 
da! cost has been too high a 
price to pay. 

Yesterday he said the pro- 
gramme was been shelved, and 
toe behaviour of elephants 
closely watched to ensure it 
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returned to normal. Paul 
Dacre, editor of the 
Daify Mail . was unavailable for 
comment last night 


Whatever you save for, an Abbey National 
Instant Saver Account makes it easy. The 
Account offers flexibility to save in a way 
that suits you. With tiered rates of interest 
you can watch your savings grow, plus 
instant access to your 
money 24 hours a day*. 

To find out more, call 
into your local branch. 
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Howard rebuffed by Belfast 
judge in IRA jail review 

Another judicial rebuff was handed down to Michael Howard, the 
Horae Secretary, yesterday when a “whole life” prison tariff on two 
IRA bombers was overruled by a High Court judge in Belfast. 

Mr Justice Kerr said Mr Howard had wrongly declined to 
explain why be bad departed from the view of the trial judge and 
the former Home Secretary, David Widdington, when increasing 
the minimum term to be served by Paul Kayanagh and Thomas 
Quigley, who were convicted at the Old Bailey in 1985 of three 
murders arising out of two Londoa.bombings. 

The trial judge, Mr Justice McCowan, fixed the tariff at 35 years, 
later increased to 50 by Mr Whddington, but the then Lord Chief 
justice. Lord Lane, bad said he would not release them at alL 
Quashing Mr Howard’s decision to revise the tariff up to whole 
life. Mr Justice Kerr said: “I consider that the Home Secretary was 
obliged to explain why he was minded to depart from the judicial 
view expressed by Mr Justice McCowan ana to increase the tariff 
beyond that which had been fixed by the former home secretary.” 

Patricia Wynn Davies 

‘Dangerous’ killer on the run 

A convicted murderer was on the run after escaping from prison, 
police said yesterday. 

Frank Wiosou-Sraith, 31. went missing from Wellingborough 
Prison. Nort hunts. Winson-Smith was serving a life sentence plus 
an 1 1 -year sentence. Police said he was "dangerous and 
unpredictable" and should not be approached. 

New corruption trial for Army officer 

The jury trying a senior Army officer on corruption charges was 
discharged' at London's Southwark Crown Court yesterday and a 
new trial ordered to begin today. 

Major John Ewart, 51. of DiJton marsh in Wiltshire, was 
responsible for ordering food for the British garrison in Berlin, 
denies taking “well over" £100,000 in "backhanders” in return for 
feeding lucrative contracts to a British company. 

James Bond picks German marque 

^ Jamas Bond is driving a 

f ft German car again in his next 

II movie, it emerged yesterday. 

/■ Actor Pierce Brosnan 

: II \ (pictured) will have a BMW 

Jjf - 750i executive saloon in the 

new film, Tomorrow Never Dies, 

. - igi which is due to be released in 

W JhK December. 

€ m BMW fought off stiff 

fig £^7 competition from Jaguar and 
■ W'.-'/j Aston Martin to secure the 
M' VA-.-j agreement - and it looks as 
^ -Vv? though the famous Aston 

^ * ■ * Martin DB5 has definitely 

driven out of Q's equally famous workshop for the last time. 

Contract killers get life jail terms 

The daughters of accountant David Wilson finally put a five-year 
ordeal behind them last night after watching the contract killers 
who executed their father receive life jail terms. 

The nightmare for Michelle Wilson, 31, and her younger sister 
lisa. 29. began when hitmen Stephen Playle and Michael Grossley 
burst into their luxury Lancashire home on March 5, 1992 and shot 
their father dead. 

The murder led a Lancashire Police team on a trail that took 
them halfway across the world as they brought to justice the 
sinister American criminal Michael Austin, who ordered the 
murder, and his UK middleman Stephen Schepke, both now 
serving life sentences. 

It came full circle at Liverpool Crown Court yesterday when Mr 
Justice Maniell sent friends Crossley and Playle to prison for life. 

Royal bodyguard on guns charges 

Royal Protection Squad policeman Michael Coulton was remanded 
in custody when be appeared before magistrates on firearms 
charges yesterday. 

Mr Coulton. 52, appeared before magistrates in Bracknell 
Berks, on three firearms charges, which allege that on a date . 
between February 23 and April 22 he was in possession of a home- 
made firearm with intent to endanger life. A second charge related 
to the possession of the home-made firearm without holding a 
firearms certificate. He was also charged with possessing a machine 
gun on 16 January. 

Equity agrees actors’ pay rise 

Equity leaders yesterday agreed new minim um pay for actors of 
£225 a week from this year. Actors* minimum pay will rise to £250 
a week from April 1998, and by inflation plus 2 per cent from April 
1999. A new company and stage manager grade has also been 
introduced with minimum pay of £261 a week from April 1997. 

Frozen food threat to UK bats 

Freezing nights are causing bats to starve because they have caused 
their insect food supplv to die out. The bats were encouraged out 


haw left them little in the way of moths and other night flyers to 
eat. 

"I've never seen so many malnourished bats at this time of year,” 
said hot expert Pauy Briggs of the Bat Conservation Trust. 





E ugene Tetre’Blanche, tba neo-Nazi many <moe 
feared wotidplunge South Aftfea'i^bfood^cfri 
war; was yesterday convicted of altemptirig:tat 
murder a former black ernpioyeeand assaulti n g another 1 
. ■ ! The verdict on the count^smosHnfamous-whito . 
supremacist led to axfraordiaary scanBsln the.Fotcbef- 
sfcroom Magistrates Court, whk^was packed vrftii c^m- 
ouflage&tigtiod followers of Terre’Btenche'ff Afrikaner 
Resistance Movement (AWB). ‘ . . . 

The large and hefty AWB leadet, wbonr' Wack 


Apartheid may be grafejbtitberooUhdbitedfe^ 


the fat white AWB members sat and forced ihBbtadcaV 
to stand at the back of the«pUrtrooire : 

- Maurius OBver, who wjricetLf^ Terre'Blancije^- 
testifled agairtsTfte’^TS^ for poU5e?; 

protection arid da in i eef ri faPemptoyer had assisted 
him too. ~ . ■ *- ' yk'.- ?• '. • ' -V : VY_ 

Tene’Btanche was fdwjtf- mihy of attempfingr to 
murder i^Motsh^xJdbtdr^'hobfMfrtto ocmrt* ’ 
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back tears as he accused ma^strato Chris O csteen, 
judJdaJ ftead at fois uttra conservafive nad 'dcar^' to 
North-West Province, of becomtogtheaaxTn^iiceof 
foe African National Congrass^“Youane a fraftorC. 
the judgment is a pofflcal judgment^ jte stedi - V ^ ' 

.• There were morer tears when tafi teak set at 2JJG0 
rand £300}. TerreBlancbe safcl fie fiwfctriof afrord h 
and promised her would not To abscond before 
sentencing on June 17. The judgercxfoBed baiEbyfraf 
and the AWB clubbed fc. 

■ ■ Potchefstrpom Ss at die heart 


Billie-Jo’s mother 
in tearful exit 
from funeral 

The natural mother of Bilfiedo 
Jenkins (right) missed her daugh- 
ter's funeral yesterday, after storm- 
ing out of the chapel in tears when 
the murdered teenager's foster 
mother arrived uninvited. Debbie 
Woods had specifically asked that 
the foster mother, Lois Jenkins, 
should stay away from the packed 
service in east London for the 
popular 13-year-old. 

Ms Woods entered the chapel 
after the horse-drawn carriage car- 
rying Billie-Jo’s 5ft white coffin had 
arrived. She was followed by al- 
most 300 of the teenager's friends 
and relations, dinging to each oth- 
er for support in their grid, many 
of whom had made the journey 
from Billie-Jo’s home town of 
Hastings, East Sussex. 

But then Mrs Jenkins, whose 
estranged husband Sion has been 
charged with Bflfie-Jo’s murder, ar- 
rived for the service with her four 
daughters. As soon as she walked 
into foe chapel, just moments be- 
fore the service was due to begin, 
Ms Woods looked around, saw her 
and froze in horror. 

Mourners watched in shock as 
Ms Woods then ran out of foe 
chapel in tears followed by her 
boyfriend. The couple then drove 
away from the City of London 
Cemetery and missed foe service 
as well as foe burial. 

Sion Jenkins, who Is currently 


pemianentbrain^iasKa^^rcTerre’Biarafoe. . ^ 

Terra argued with Motshad - 

txrtjwfc to have; h ai me AfaS ^H a said be riad fauncf 
Maishabi fying ina "X.-w 
. . The AWB lift irrte^i^on^readlines m 189f tefren. 
three membars wwe shot d^d by a black policeman 
after shootfog. black- 

. fTinTifu ill ifjj iih'irr "uix Tiu u ini m ili~k¥~lai J rtii 

foprowrtan 



on bail, did not attend the service. 
He is accused of bludgeoning Bll- 
Be-Jo to death as she painted foe 
patio doors of her foster family’s 
home in Hastings on 15 February. 

A friend of Ms Woods explained 
afterwards: "Lois is obviously 
grieving as much as anyone but 
she Is married to foe man charged 
with murdering Bilfie-Jo and she 
should really have respected Deb- 
bie’s wishes and stayed away to 
prevent further grief. 

"Debbie is heartbroken at not 
being able to see her daughter be- 
ing laid to rest It is a tragedy for 
her." 

However, a friend of Mrs Jenk- • 
'ms defended her, saying: "She 
loved BDfie-Jo so much that she 
could not bear not to come to foe 
funeral with her four daughters.” 


Four-year-old 
Tiger’ tees off 

He is more of a tiger cub than a 
Tiger Woods, but four-year-old 
Robert Aid red’s precocious golfing 
skills have prompted his father to 
predict he will be foe next prodigy 
on foe greens. 

Robert has surprised golfers at 
his local club with his "unbeliev- 
able" ability. According to his fa- 
ther, Bob, he has managed to par 
several three- and four-par holes of 
up to 345 yards fri length. He can 
also drive a golf ball up to 140 
yards. 

As a result he has achieved- 
what many a social-climbing 
executive can only dream of- 
free membership of his local golf 
dub, at Warley in foe West 
Midlands. 

Mr Aldred said that if his son 
progresses at foe same rate he •• 
could be Britain’s answer to Tiger 
Woods, who recently became the 
youngest winner of foe US Masters 
at foe age of 21. 

"I'm absolutely gobsmacked by 
some of the things he has done,” 
Mr Aldred said at his home in War- 
ley. 

"He is the equivalent of a single 
figure handlcapper given some of 
foe things he does. His drives are 
unbelievable - he can hit them 80- 
90 yards every time." 

A spokesman for foe Profession- 
al Golfers' Association said: 
"Robert has obviously taken to foe 
game naturally and he could be a 
natural champion.” Mark Rowe 


are frying to change the cu 
others are storming into d 


300,000 school governors. 
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HEALTH 

Sunbeds more dangerous than sun 

Sunbeds emit three tunes as many nl 

itsdL potting those who use them *1 nskot jJJ? 1 


equivalent 


types o* uimi-vwin — ■ .. 

strongest, bnt is prevented from reaching the 

UyetlTVB is the most damaging to the skin 

linked to skin cancers. Until a few years ago doctors 

UVA was safe. However there is now growing «»MlcaMK that 

expesnre to UVA may cause skin cancer - especially in Its most 

serious form, melanoma. . . ... 

It also affects the middle layer of the skin, or deimus, damaging 
etastin and collagen. Iqjmy to this layer is 

and wrinkles and sagging skin.. Glenda Cooper 



MEDICINE 

Sharks may hold cancer key 

Sharks may provide a means of attaining cancer that is to be tested 
for the first time in patients later this year. An extract from shark 
tissue called squal amine, discovered in the stomach of the dog fish,. . 
is thought to prevent tumours from growing by cutting off their 
blood supply. ... 

It teas discovered by researchers working for Magainin 
Pharmaceuticals, a biotechnology company based in Plymouth 
Meeting Pennsylvania, USA. Chairman Jay Mooriu told New 
Scientist magazine: “We were looking for antibiotics in the shark 
tissue but instead we found a whole family of new compounds that 
stop cells from dividing*' 

The compounds are believed to act as a primitive immune 
system in the shark because they kill infectious microbes. Of the IS 
compounds discovered, squalamine showed the most promise as an 
anti-cancer agent. Other substances have shown potential as 
treatments for Aids. 

Trials of the drug are expected to begin in the autumn in patients 
with brain or breast cancer. New Scientist said. The idea is to use it 
to prevent a relapse, rather than as a primary treatment 

MOTORING 

Swedish security second to none 

Swedish car manufa cturer Volvo produces the most secure vehicles, 
according to a study of cars on British roads carried ont for motor 
insurers Eagle Star Direct. The next most secure vehicles are 
Nissans, followed by Jaguars, Rena nits, Mercedes and Fords. 

The company said it was not giving details of manufacturers at 
the bottom of its list. “We recently revealed that the UK has the - 
worst car crime in Europe and that Leeds is the worst city for 
crime, so we wanted a good news story this tune,** said a 
spokesman. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Resided paper made up 4JL2% of 
tfre raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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field full 
of art ... 



Clara Gamer 




a passion tor Shakespeare plays 
mq>ired the painter Philip Sutton, 
RiV to spend two years depicting 
the bard and his work. The fruits of 
hi$ labour of love wOl be exhibited 
in London nest month. 

The exhibition, sponsored by 
Halifax, -will start out at the 'Royal 
Academy of Arts and the Globe 
Theatre and then travel to Leeds’ 
Royal Armouries Museum via Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon, the birthplace of 
Shakespeare, who died 381 years 
ago yesterday. 

Sutton, 69, began work in his. - ■ 
studio in Manorbier, near Tenby, in 
Wiles, with Henry V, Elizabethan 
England, Prance and the battle of 
Agin court. “It has been a great rev- 
elation to me that I could translate 
that particular part of English histo- 
ry into something I could do 
myself,” he said. “It combined the 
ideas I had many years ago of dress- 
ing things up - the theatre of life. 

“One thing that struck me about 
Hemy V marching his army through 
France.” said Mr Sutton, explaining 
the presence of farm animals in his 
paintings, “was that 15,000 men 
went through the countryside, but 
farmers ana people round about 
would have remained undisturbed, 
even though the action was taking 
place not far away.” 

Zoe Wanamaker, whose father, '• 
Sam, was responsible for resurrect- 
ing the Globe Theatre, summed up 
Mr Sutton's work: “Joy, energy and 
colour, I think that's the secret” 
i Sutton is the latest in a line of 
English painters inspired by Shake- 
speare, including William Hogarth, 
Joshua Reynolds and Wiliam Blake. 
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Labour of love: Philip Sutton displaying some of the paintings which were inspired by his passion for the works of Shakespeare 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Parents lose claim for damages over brain-damaged sdn 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor, . . 

A couple whose son was left, 
brain damaged after a head 
transplant carried out by Sir. 
Magdi'Yacdu&jest their claim 
for damages yesterday after & 


erly warned of the risks. 

Kevin and . Linda Ppynter 
said they would-aever have al- 
lowed the operation by Britain’s 


to go ahead had they had an 
inkling of what the outcome 
might be. They said they would 
have preferred to let their 16- 
month-old ton Matthew die in 
peace, and only agreed to the 
transplant after being put under 
pressure by the medical team. 

But Sir Maurice Drake, giv- 
ing judgment in the High Court, 
rejected the claim that the doc- 
tors had been too zealous or bad 
underplayed die risks. He found 
that the couple had not asked 
directly about the risk of brain 
damage and that Jt would have 


been unlikely to have altered 
their decision if they had. J&ced 
with the prospect of an 80 per 
cent chance of survival for them 
son throoghsurgeiy, or certain 
death, most other parents faced 
. .with, the -same, situati o n would > 
also have consented. 

• The outcame’mesens Mr and 
Mrs Foynter, of Biggleswade. 
Bedfordshire, who were legal- 
ly aided, must continuing car- 
ing for Matthew, now aged 10, 
without financial help. He is 
profoundly brain damaged and 
needs rouncWhe-clock care. 

. The couple are vegetarians 
and were resistant to the idea 
of a transplant MrPoynter, an 
osteopath, told the court: “The 
heart is not just a pump; it ispert 
of the person, part of the mind, 
body and soul”. 

Matthew, who was born in 
August 1986, developed a heart 
condition in which the left ven- 
tricle became enlaiged.'He was - 
seen at the local hospital in 
Stevenage by a cardiologist 
from Harefiela wboxeferred the 


baby tothe heart transplant cen- 
tre. According to their solicitor, 
Ibm Osborne, the couple were 

• not opposed to orthodox med- 

• irine : and gave Matthew the 
dregs he was prescribed. But 

• they were against a transplant. 

“However, the doctors at 
Harefieldpbradaifotfthem that 
they had no rational case for op- 
posing it. They were, told that 
either the boy would die in a few 
days or he would five for two or 
three years a near normal life. 
They felt they had no choice.” 

The transplant was a success 
and the new heart sdn functions 
10 years later. Matthew was the 
30th child m the country to re- 
ceive* heart transplant and one 
of the youngest Bui he was so 
ill'&t the time of the operation 
that he suffered a cardiac arrest 
when given the anaesthetic and 
his heart was kept going with 
massage for 30 minutes until he 
could be attached to a heart- by- 
pass machine. It is believed 
die brain damage occurred dur- 
ing this period. 


He is the only oriSof the 177 
children who have had heart 
transplants at Harefieklwho has 
suffered brain damage. 

Sir Magdi told the court the 
risk was so small - less than 1 
per cent- that hewoidd not tell 
parents about it unless specifi- 
cally asked 

Transplant surgeons yester- 
day agreed it was impractical, 
and could be unwise, to tell pa- 
tients of every conceivable nsk. 
Bob Johnson, kidney surgeon 
and chairman Of the British 
Transplant Society, said: “We 
tell patients about the classical 

mg rejected^of side-efi*3s of 
the jirnmino -suppresant drugs. 
But you can’t go through every 
remote risk." 

J Afterwards, the couple’s s» 
Bdtorsaid tbai the £250j000 cost 
of the legal battle against 
Hillingdon Health Authority 
would have been better spent cm 
healthcare for children like 
Matthew than in forcing the au- 
thority to respect parents views. 







School expels 
boy of 9 for 
possessing 
cannabis 


■ 

For 17 years Professor SkMagdl 
Vbcoub has led the heart transplant 
programme in Britsun. WHtiMs huge 
domed forehead and darfc. fetood mg 
eyes peering out above a theatre 
mask he has. become orreof medi- 
cine's few, instantly recognisable, 
faces, writes Jeremy Laurence^ 

He operated on his first patient at 
Harefleld hospital in January 1980, a 
few months after Sir Terence English 
had performed the first successful 
transplant in the United Kingdom at 
Pap worth hospital, Cambridgeshire. 


Although neither man courted - 
publicity, the patrician Sir Terence, 
with his fondness for country walks, 
contrasted with the missionary style 
of Sir Magdi who seemed truly ful- . 
filled only in the operating theatre. 

In foe early days, Sir MagdTs re- 
lentless demands on staff and re- 
sources provoked criticism from 
those who saw other specialties de- 
pleted. NowJheart transplants are an 
accepted part of foe surgical reper- 
toire. Afore than 300 operations a 
year are performed in Britain and 


Harefleld is among foe world's lead- 
ing centres. Last year, Harefleld com- 
pleted its 2,000th heart transplant 
Half the patients are still alive. Today, 
a new patient has a 60 per cent 
chance of surviving 10 years. 

Britain's longest survivor, Derrick 
Morris, aged 65, was Sir Magdfs 
foird patient and has lived for 16 
years since the operation. 

Sir Magdi, 60, has given no hint 
that he is thinking of retiring. He still 
keeps a punishing schedule,, working 
long hours, nights and weekends. 


Driven man: Sir Magdi outside the court yesterday 


Judftti Judd 

Education Editor 

A nine-year-old boy has been 
expelled from his primary 
school for alleged possession of 
cannabis. 

The head of Whitings Hill 
primary school in Barnet, 
Maureen McGoldrick, sus- 
pended the boy, thought to be 
foe youngest child to be expelled 
for alleged drug possession, 
after the police were called in. 
Later, toe decided to exclude 
him permanently. 

Staff called in the police when 
drey found foe boy carrying what 
they suspected to be a drug. 

The boys’ parents are 
reported to be angiy that they 
were not present when police 
interviewed the boy who told his 
father be bad found the 
substance in class. 

They are also reported to 
have said foal foe boy told police 
he found the substance at home 
because be was frightened. 

A spokeswoman for New 
Scotland Yard confirmed that 
police had been called to the 
school on 21 March. 

“Because the child was under 
the age of criminal respon- 
sibility no further action was 
taken in the matter of alleged 
possession of a controlled 
substance." 

She said foe case had been 
reported to their Youth and 
Community section because a 


child was invoked, but there had 
been no inquiry and the sub- 
stance had not been analysed. 

Anne Jarvis, chairman of 
Barnet council’s education 
committee, said: “We are aware 
of foe situation and we are 
monitoring iL 

“The bead teacher has a 
perfect right to exclude foe 
child. It is a sensible precaution 
and we appreciate why she has 
taken it.” she said. “The 
governing body will meet to 
decide whether to endorse her 
decision. If they do endorse it, 
foe child's parents wfll have foe 
right to appeal against their 
decision.’' 

At this stage, toe said the 
local authority’s role was simply 
to advise the school. If the 
parents appealed, it would ap- 
point an independent appeals 
panel to hear the case. 

Recent surveys have shown 
that growing numbers of 
primary school children are 
taking drugs, but it is still 
comparatively rare. 

A survey of 4000 U-13-year- 
olds in London, published in 
December, found that 96 per 
cent had never tried drugs. 
Thirty per cent of 14-16-year- 
olds had tried drugs. 

A national study of 7700 
from Edinburgh university 
published last year showed that 
42 per cent of 25-16-year-olds 
had taken drugs, mainly 
cannabis. 


Judith Judd 

Education Editor . 

St Hilda's. Oxford University's 
unlv remaining all-women s 
college, yesterday refused to 
buck proposals to admit male 

^°The college, Alma Mater of 
GflKan Shephard, the & rCrcu ^ 
of State for Educauon. was 
forced to consider the chMge 
because its smgle-sex status 

h does not 

science fellows. While it « 


two-thirds majority is required to 
change the statutes and end a 
100-year-old tradition. . 

Undergraduates: and post- 
graduates at the college who 

had campaigned against foe 

change were delighted with the 
result In a recent poIL seven out 
of ten opposed the idea of 
male fellows.^ 

Katherine Tferreik 24 a post- 
graduate who is president of foe 
Middle Common Room, said: 
“We are extremely pleased. 
One of the mam reasons we 
foe change is that the 
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For over 20 years, Triodos Bank has been lending 
only to projects and enterprises that recognise their 
long term social and environmental responsibilities. 

like organic farms and food producers,. working 
to develop a viable, environment-friendly alternative 
to intensive farming. Producing food of assured 
quality and safety, free of the cocktail of hormones 
and chemicals that impoverishes the soil and ; 
pollutes our water. 

By saving with us you're not only earning a keen 
return on your savings but supporting a sustainable 
future. Triodos Bank - the positive choice. 
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Triodos# Bank 

The bank for ethical savers. 
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Judge blamed over 

Bridgewater trial 

QC tells appeal of non-disclosure of key fingerprint evidence 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affaire Editor 

The judge, prosecution and de- 
fence lawyers all failed to secure 
a fair trial for James Robinson, 
one of the four accused of the 
1 Q7S Carl Bridgewater mur- 
der. the Court of Appeal was 
told yesterday. 

The failings included the 
non -disclosure by the Crown of 
key iingerprini evidence from 
the newspaper boy’s bicycle. 
Lord Justice Roch and two 
other judges heard. 

Patrick O'Connor QC was 
open ing the case for Mr Robin- 
son on the third day of ihe app- 
eal by the Bridgewater Three 
and the late Patrick Molloy, 
whose “confession” led largely 
to the comictions the following 
year. “Tf Mr Molloy s appeal is 
property recognised as a tale of 


police deception and oppres- 
sion, Mr Robinson’s appeal is 
a tale of the failure of the legal 
system to secure Him a fair tri- 
al and to satisfy ... safeguards 
against injustice." the QC said 

The Crown has already con- 
ceded that, material backing 
claims that police forced the con- 
fession, the so-called exhibit 54, 
from Mr Molloy, is enough to 
make Mr Robinson’s murder 
conviction unsafe. But Mr 
O’Connor said thar the structure 
of the case against Mr Robinson 
was riddled with faults anyway. 

It would be appropriate for 
the court to recognise that his 
conviction would have been 
quashed quite independently of 
the “earthquake” of prejudice 
against him from exhibit 54, the 
QC said. “We submit that al- 
most eveiy aspect of the system 
let him down at trial." 


Mr Robinson, 63, and cousins 

Michel HickCT, 35, and Vm- 
cent Hickey, 42, have been on 
unconditional bail since Fetv- 
niaiy, when it emergedlhat po- 
lice had fabricated a statement 
to induce Mr Molloy to confess 
to being at Yew Tree Farm, 
Stourbridge, West Midlands, 

where fre 13-year-old was killed 

with a shotgun as be stumbled 
upon a burglary. 

Mr O’Connor told the judges 
that one of the most si gnifican t- 
complaints against the trial 
judge was that he “wove exhibit 
54, Money's confession, into his 
summing up in such as fashion 
as not onty to foil to protect Mr 
Kobmson from prejudice, but to 
exacerbate it" 

The judge [Sir Maurice 
Drake, now retired] harf ai m 
“neutralised" one of Mr Robin- 
son’s most important defence 


points - the gross inconsisten- 
cies between tbe descriptions by 

eye-witnesses and Mr Robin- 
son’s shaven-headed appear- 
ance at the time of the mm# 
Prosecution counsel had 
cross-examined him for nearly 
a day without regard to the pr 

er rules, and failed to ensure 

disclosure of fingerprint lifts 
from exhibit 23, the teenager’s 
bicycle, which had undoubted- 
ly been handled by one of the 
intruders, Mr O’Connor sakL 
Defence counsel seemed 
“patently not to have read doc- 
uments provided on a plate”, 
which contained the first ac- 
counts of important witnesses 
agai nst Mr Robinson, had sal 
[’without objection" though an 
improper cross-examination 
and failed to object to other in- 
admissible evidence. 

The appeal continues. 



Smoking; Emergency services tackle a brush fire on the Isle of Witfit downs yesterday Photograph: Patrick Eden 


Choosing the best deal for business calls 
can seem like a balancing act. .. 
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. . . but with BT you get discounts 
and a service that is second to none. 


At BT we can help your business with some really down to 
earth deals. 

In fact, 97% of all business calls qualify for our discounts. 

So you can save money on your BT calls virtually every 
time you pick up the phone. 

For example with BT Business Choices you can get a discount 


r 4 


of at least 20% on your calls whether they are local, riaHmial or 
international, for a quarterly site fee of only £5. 

On top of this with BT you get a world class; service from 
the most extensive network in the UK. 

For more information about BT business 
discounts call on Freefone 0800 800 800. C# I ^ 




Winds fan 
big fires in 
two counties 



Matthew Brace 



Large tracts of two counties 
were ablaze yesterday as 
hundreds of fire-fighters fought 
some of the largest fires seen for 
many years in Cornwall and on 
the Isle of Wight 

Fanned by high winds, walls of 
fire spread rapidly across bone- 
dry gorse and moor land. The 
fires are the latest in a series 
which have ignited the country- 
side during the current diyspefl. 

Fire crews in Cornwall fight- 
ing a huge gorse tire which 
devastated up to 1,000 acres 
between St Ives and St Just, said 
they saw flames moving fester 
than they could run. 

The fire caused a huge pall 
of smoke which could be seen 
from several miles away and 
which one witness said looked 
| like a nuclear bomb mushroom 
cloud. The main coast road 
between St Ives and Land’s 
End was closed. 

At the height of the blaze 120 
firemen and support vehicles 
from all over the county fought 
the flames. 

One fireman suffered super- 
ficial bums. 

The affected area is one of 


western Europe's most histor- 
ically significant landscapes. The 
fire-hit heath with its ancient 
field systems is an area of out- 
standing natural beauty, with 
Sites of Special Scientific In- 
terest and is part of the Ministry 
of Agriculture's environmentally 
sensitive area scheme. 

It also has one of the largest 
concentrations of scheduled 
ancient monuments in western 
Europe, according to the local 
council. 

The blaze in Cornwall is the 
third huge fire to hit the West 
Country in recent weeks. After 
it was brought under contra I fire 
investigators moved in to 
investigate how it started. 

Meanwhile, more than 100 
firefighters battled to control a 
huge fire which engulfed 200 
acres of Brighstone Forest on 
the Isle of Wight. 

All the Isle’s full-time and 
part-time firefighters converged 
on the scene as the blaze spread 
through tinder dry scrub and 
copse land. 

As the fire spread, the island’s 
brigade, Hampshire Fire and 
Rescue Service, sent over four 
appliances, a water carrier and 
fire crews by ferry. 






Beetles warm to 
heat of the forest 



Charles Arthur 

Science Editor 


Most animals flee forest fires - 
but buprestid beetles seek them 
out, swanning to them from dis- 
tances of up to 30 miles away 
because they need to lay their 
eggs in freshly burnt wood. 

Scientists had always won- 
dered exactly how the beetles, 
of the genus Meltmophila, were 
able to detect conflagrations at 
arch a distance. Now, a team at 
the Friedrich Wilhelms Uni- 
versity in Bonn, Germany, has 
learnt how the beetles are able 
to function - as heat-seeking 
nussfles. Two organs found in 
pits beneath their thorax are 
sensitive to precisely the 
mfra-red wavelengths produced 
ay buramg woodlands. 

Few animals are able to sense 

heat directty. Homans detect it 



through its effect on the skin 
rather than as an innate sensa- 
tion; thus chemicals or friction 
can generate the same “feeling" 
as warmth. Many snakes have 
pits near their nose which can 
detect the heat given off by 
warmblooded prey. But the 
beetles’ sensors operate differ- 
JjW* A* the scientists found, 
the beetles “feel” heat as if ft 
were pressure - though a wel- 

“ h a e nH n h' a SnakeS - on the oth - 

nerve fibres that 

SSfiSSRS**-* 

In the experiments the Ger- 

man team detected activity in 
“5*® runmn fi from the pits 
^ infra-red 
lamp. Writing today, in the sci- 
journal Nature % ih e jw en . 

P“F vi ** «hc first 
physiological evidence of an 
msect mfra-red receptor.” 
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ear a heavy load 


French told 
to lift their 

lift 

blockade, but 

if ! 

drivers stay 

Ill 

gloomy 

la "® 1 

Randeep Ramesh 

Transport CofTEsoondent ' 



27 years. Fifteen hours a day, six 
days a week. Yesterday, rairfn g 
an enforced break with some 
1.500 other lorry drivers stuck 
in a mammoth logjam in Folke- 
stone. be was wondering why he 
bothers. 


uavcumg rniwn irom uias- 
gow in his own “tractor”, be was 
Hying to take,- 16 tons of fish to 
Fiance. The hold-up is wasting 
valuable hours: “I have got 
fresh fish and maybe 36 hours 
of fridge fuel. I've done nearly 
20 hours and haven’t even 
it across the Channel yet” 
The French fishermen’s 
blockade of Calais, Boulogne 
and Dunkirk caused chaos for 
thousands of travellers, Mr 
Russel] and his colleagues in- 
cluded. The fishermen said the 




Stranded truckers playing football on the M20 yesterday. Most are resigned (right) to delays Photographs: Andrew BuurmarVAP 


6 It’s all free 
market now ... 
the rules are 
easily broken? 


strike would continue until at 
least 10am today. 

\fcrious attempts were made 
throughout the nay to try to put 
pressure on the striking fisher- 
men to call off their blockade. 

One such effort took place at 
three o’clock, yesterday, wheo 
rival cross-Channel ferry com- 
panies cast aside their differ- 
ences to begin legal proceedings 
against the fishermen, who have 
dropped their nets outside the 
major harbours in protest at a 
new European Union ruling 
over mesh size of fishing nets. 

As far as Mr Russell is con- 
cerned, the blockade Is just the . 
Jatest in a series of vexations tor- 
^^driyeis haye suffered since 
the bonfire of regulations in the 
1980s which spawned myriad 
trucking firms. “Ifs all free- 
raarket now. There are rules —, 
but they are easily broken. Not 
by me, mind,” says Mr RusseJI 

“You get cashiers, work that 
is completely off the company 
books. You get trip money, a flat 
fee to deliver goods with no 
questions asked - all that means 
is that you get people working 
all the time without concern for 
their health. You’re supposed to 


have a tachograph that teOs in- 
spectors what yon have been up 
to. But thing s are easily lost or 
mislaid. People out there are 
getting away with murder.” ' 
Mr Russell, who is not a 
member of any union, thinks ' 
Britain is unlikely to see any 
French-style revolts against the 
political es tablishm ent. “We do 
not stick together. In R-ance the 
police turn a blind eye because 
they are all in the same union.” 
Money, as always, provides a 
convenient answer. “On a good 
week, aye, I might get £3,000 of 
work in. But that’s non-stop 
work and probably only works 
out at£l for every, mile driven. 
Then you’ve got your over-’ 
heads - 1 spend £4,000 on fhel 
every month.” 

Mr Russefl. who left school at 
15 and grew up in Chxyston, a 
suburb of Glasgow, said: “I 
wouldn’t advise anyone to go 
into trucking now. I left Gla^ow 
at 8am yesterday, I am sup- 
posed to be in Boulogne, then 
I go to Belgium. I am doing 
3300 miles a week. That’s six 
days a week,” he says. “I work 
a 15-hour day. That’s nine 
horns’ driving; two boms* load- 
ing, two hours’ eating and two 
hours’ emptying the trailer." 

lb add to his burden he and 
other lorry drivers face further 
delays and disruption next 
month if French transport 
unions cany out their threats to 
strike over pension pay-outs. 

The move comes sifter ne- 
gotiations between Bernard 
Pons, the Frencb transport min- 
ister and the drivers’ unipns 
broke down eadier this month. . 
The unions are planning a se- 
ries of strikes in wance begin- 
ning on5 May. 

Mr Russell has little faith in 
the British authorities’ ability to 
resolve the mess. The Frieght 
Transport Association deliv- 
ered an over-sized invoice yes- 
terday for 800m francs, (£l00m) 
for compensation -resulting 
from lastNovembers’s French 
truckexs blockade- to the French 
Embassy in London. 


Fishermen firm 


on 


. The fishing dispute blocking 
channel ports yesterday .con- 
cerns 220 small French boats, . 
which make a living from catch- 
ing sole and other fish in jhe.., 
channel and western ap-‘ 
proaches. 

The fishermen have, some- 
what belatedly, taken fright at 
a European Union directive, 

agreed by France and other Eu- 
ropean governments, which 
would increase the minimum 
mesh size of their nets. 

This is part of an EU pro- 
gramme of conservation, ap- 
plying to all EU fleets, intended 
to reduce the catching of young 
fish and lessen the pressure on 
disappearing stocks. 

The fishermen have three 
complaints about the new nets. 

boat They fear they will reduce 
the weight of their catches. 
Most of all. they complain that 
the nets will spare precisely the 
young, tender, tne^um^d 
sole whfch arc pri 2 ^ by French 
cooks and command the iugfl- 
est prices at market. 

Attempts were being made 
last night 10 arrange a meeting 
between the fishermen s lrad- 

e« and the French agnafitiKe 

■and fisheries minister, Philippe 


John Lichfield on 

■the question of 
net size and 
- catches that has 
ignited the dispute 

\&sseur..The minister said this 
was a “IfigHy technical” matter 
but he was ready , to meet the 
fishermen at any tin^etotiy to 
find a solution.'. 


a spokeswoman, for P&O Fer- 
ries in England said the ferry 
companies had been granted 
permission by die Freum courts 
to serve injunctions on 15 
fishermen blockadmgCalais. 

“Tbe injunctions should be 
served within the next few hours 
by French crvfl servants on 
those nam^indwiduaUL^ If they 
have not moved within one 
hour of receiving the injunc- 
tions, they wffl be liable for fines 

of 10,000 francs (£ 1400 ) per- 
person per hour that they re- 
main blocking the part. 

*We are very hopeful this will 
bring an end to the blockade. If 
thefrshermeo do not move af- 
ter the injunctions have, been 
served they can remain in place 
but the fines will mount up.” 


“SWiS* SAGA 

• tD47l6 . Services Ltd 




The bill was presented to of- 
ficials by the FTA director gen- 
eral David Green who also 
delivered a letter to Reach 
President Jaques Chirac calling 
on him to "use all the powers 
available to you to prevent a re- 


currence of these blockades”. 

Stranded on the cold, hard 
shoulder at Folkestone, sur- 
rounded by f&Dow drivers run- 
ning low on fuel, food money 
and patience, symbolic demons- 
trations in London are of little 


consequence to Mr RusselL 
He has to deal with being his 
own boss and the attendant has- 
sle. On the Continent, there is 
a plethora of restrictions to 
keep up with: road tax to pay in 
Belgium; tolls in France; and 


loriy-free times on many roads 
during the weekend. 

“I started on my own five 
years ago when I brought my 
tractor fear £55,000. If I’d known 
bow hard It was going to be. 1 
wouldn't have bothered” 


CASH 
QUESTIONS 


Are your savings rates better than your opposition's 

? 

• 

Will you pay me tiered interest up to 6.40 % gross p.a. 
on my savings 

? 

• 

Can you offer me all the personal service and benefits 
of a branch based account 

? 

• 


UP TO 




account, and 
die. Platinum 


CROSS P.A. 

90 DAYS' NOTICE 

It could pay you handsomely to ask some tough questions about your savings account. 

Tlie interest rates on Platinum Plus, our new 90 days' notice account cannot be beaten on 
amounts of £ 2 , 5 00 or more by any top ten building society branch based notice account: 

So,, gel down to your local Alliance & Leicester branch today 
and cash in on Platinum Plus's poll lopping rates, you'll find our answers to your questions 
far more interesting. For full details of your nearest branch, cal! 0800 412 214. 


ALLIANCE 
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I indude any bonuses, and are for. the best paying branch based UK high street notice accounts from the providers referred to. Interest rate shown is for balances of £100,000. Interest rate quoted is variable and gross. For 
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rest rates apply to monthly interest. The interest rate bonus of 0.50% gross p .a. will be payable providing no withdrawals or transfers have been made during the 1 2 months prior to the anniversary of the account being 
rate of gross pju shown Includes this bonus. Interest will be payable net of Income tax at the rate determined by the Inland Revenue (currently 20%), or subject to the required registration gross. Adtfittonal tax 


■wffl.be' payable if you are a higher rate taxpayer: interest is calculated dafly from the day following receipt, up to and including the day before withdrawal, except for cheques where It Is calculated from the fourth banking day (©flowing 
receipt (Saturdays, Sundays and Bank HoWays ate not banking days). Maximum Investment with Alliance fit Leicester b £500,000 per individual. Full terms and conditions available on request Alliance & Leicester pk. Registered Office 
49 Park Lane, London, W1Y 4EQ, Company Na 3263713. Registered in England. Authorised as a bank pursuant to the Banking Act 1987. Member of the British Bankers Association. 
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Environment watchdog loses its teeth 


fficholas Schoon 

Environment Correspondent 

Scotland's new emironmental 
watchdog is so strapped for 
cash that it will not be able to 
monitor for disasters like the 
Braer oil spillage or a nuclear 
leak from a submarine in Holy 

Loch. , . .. 

The agencv is facing a 10 per 
cent cut in funding and a ash 
crisis because it suddenly finds 
itself unable to recover VAT - 
unlike its larger counterpart 
covering England and Wales. 


At a meeting last week, the 
main board of the Govern- 
ment's Scottish Environment 
Protection Agency, whid] came 
into being last year, ordered its 
three area offices to make cuts 
to fill the £3m hole which has 
opened in its £28m budget 
The eastern area is worst af- 
fected, with its emergency out- 
of-hours service dropped. If a 
severe pollution incident hap- 
pens on a loch or river at night 
or over the weekend, the agency 
will not be informed until the 
next working day begins. 


The move has angered the 
River Tweed Commission whiefa 
oversees a salmon fahrqg fo. 


* economy. Judith Nicol 
of the Commission said: “To 
have the agency responsible 
for river pollution available 
only during office hours surely 
cannot be right.” 

Staff training and monitoring 
of pollution of land, water and 
air is being cut back in all three 
areas and the agency is con- 
cerned thar it may be tunable to 
meet some of its legal Obliga- 


tions. While the management 
has promised not to cut any of 
the 650 jots for the time being, 
there is a freeze on filling any 


A spokeswoman said moni- 
toring of radioactivity in the wa- 
ters of Holy Loch, where there 
was a US nuclear submarine 


4 With no money, the agency is 
being forced to break the law ? 


the agency's West Region 
Boardahd die Rpyal Society for 
the Protection of Birds’ dnee-, 
■tor in south-west Scotland, said: 
.’flu effect, they are being farced 
to break the law because they 
haven’t got the money to meet 
their commitments." 

SEMfs main heard chairman 


vacancies. It also regulates 
waste-dumping and radioac- 
tive emissions from Scotland’s 
nuclear plants. 


base, would cease! All plans to 
issue air pollution monitoring 
contracts were bemg scrapped. 
Triria Bradley, a member of 


(he atnation was dafi. South exf 
the border the Government’s 
new Environment Agency cov- 
ering England and- Wales was 
able to recover VAX Further-, 
more, the Scottish agency’s pre- 


decessor organisations like lo- 
ad TOHTn dfc and river purifica- 
tion boards had' been able to 
recover VAX ; - 

However,- MJkes Thompson of 
Customs & Excise said SEPA 
“ simp ly, doesn’t qualify^’ be- 
cause it is a quango receiving its 
funding fremthe 'Scottish Of- 
fice. He said lie Treasury felt 
that- all oaring it to recover VAT 
would open the floodgates for 
others. 

But the Environment Agency 
in England and Whies is not. 
considered to be a -quango, 


even though it has vere similar 
functions and dunes to its small- 
er Scottish sister. The largo- or- 
ganisation expects to reclaim 
over £50m VAT this year from 

the Treasury. , . . 

Dr Richard Dnoo, head of 
research at Friends of the Earth 
garland, ailed on the Gov- 
ernment to address the funding 
ends. “Instead of carrying for- 
ward its obligation to improve 
the Scottish environment, the 



UCU wiuwi "" 

cut back its activities, he said. 


Stunning 
development: 
devastating 
weapons that 
do not kill 


Christopher Bellamy on science 
that makes death unnecessary 


“Phasers on stun..." 

The dream of being able to 
give an order like Star Trek's 
Captain Kirk - immobilise your 
opponent without killing or 
m aiming - has long been part 
of science fiction and in recent 
years military scientists, partic- 
ularly in the US. have been 
working to turn it Into reality. 

But it is all baloney, accord- 
ing to a report by Bradford 
University’s Peace Studies de- 
partment published this week. 

Developments in weapons 
technology have made it possible, 
in theory, to fight an entire war 
without anyone being killed. But 
in practice” say Dr Nick Lewer 
and Dr Steven Schofield, non- 
lethal weapons are just as likely 
to be used to overpower resis- 
tance in combination with the 
more conventional, lethal type, 
enhancing the latter's effective- 
ness. 

The study, Non-Lethal Wea- 


pons: A Fatal Attraction? argues 
that while non-Iethal weapons 
could be useful in “benign 
intervention’' - peacekeeping 
operations, such as in Bosnia - 
there is an urgent need for serious 
debate to determine proper 
ground rules for their use. 

Non-lethal - or “less-than- 
lethal" weapons have been 
around for hundreds of years. > 
The Aztecs of central America, 
who needed live prisoners to 
sacrifice, had weapons designed 
to wound, not to kflL 

More recently a number of 
non-lethal weapons have been 
in widespread use for the past 
30 years. The most widely used 
are rubber or plastic bullets and 
CSgas, and also stun grenades. 

In the last few years US 
companies have developed even 
more exotic non-lethal weapons 
including sticky foam and rub- 
ber balls to impede movement, 
sticky nets and chemical com- 



pounds to make fuel useless or 
to change the composition of 
roads. Low-frequency sound 
will cause a person’s insides to 
vibrate, causing nausea and 
dizziness, but no permanent 
damage. 

Other weapons, while “non- 
lethal’', are widely detested - 
notably laser weapons which 
can blind soldiers, especially 


specifically to blind people were 
recently banned by internation- 
al treaty, although those 
designed to smash optical 

instr uments - which might blind 
people asasid^effiset- were not 
A further complication is 
that, ironically, current in- 
ternational law permits only 
weapons designed primarily to 
kill, but- prohibits those 
designed primarily to wound or 
disable. 


Britain's Defence Evalua- 
tion and Research Agency is far 
more sceptical about non-lethal 
weapons, pointing out that if 
peacekeeping troops use them, 
the local parties are likely to 
respond with the traditional 
Kalashnikov. However, in 
difficult situations where 
hostages are taken, or where the 
identity of attackers is unclear, 
they may be of some limited use. 

The Bradford authors said 


“research and development of 
new weapons is proceeding 
apace, in what amounts roan al- 
most unseen aims race. Exist- 
ing weapons conventions may 
be und ermine d as the arms in- 
dustry throws up inventions 
that belonged in the realms of 
science fiction when those 
treaties were signed. Some 
allegedly non-lethal weapons 
rely on chemical and biological 
agents and are already snapping 


at the heels of international 
Jaw"'. 

The Bradford authors said 
further dangers include the use 
of non-lethal weapons for 
domestic repression - the use 
of electric stun batons as torture 
weapons is well documented 
-and contemporary conflicts 
often blur the line, between 
police and military .operations. 

The. authors called for non- 
lptha] weapons tq be. assessed. 


not as benign innovations but as 
just another type of weapon, 
capable of being used for good 
or 31. “War", as Clausewitz 
said, “is thus an act of force to 
compel our enemy to do our 
wflL” Lethal or non-lethal, it 
remains an act of force. 

□ Non-Lethal Weapons: A Fatal 
Attraction? Dr Nick Lewer and 
Dr Steven Schofield; Zed 
Books, London, 1997: paper- 
back £12.95. 
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MoD admits Gulf War pesticides error 


fficholas Schoon 


The Ministty of Defence did not 
check with the Government’s 
own pesticide experts before us- 
ing large quantities of danger- 
ous organ ophosp hate (OP) 
pesticides in the Gulf War. 

The admission comes in a let- 
ter this week from junior agri- 
culture minister Angela 


Browning to Liberal Democrat 
Paul Tyler. 

More than 1,000 British ser- 
vicemen claim they are suffer- 
ing a variety of chronic and 
debilitating Alnesses as a result . 
of serving in the Gulf War 
more than six years ago. The 
widespread use of OP pesti- 
cides, also believed to have 
made many sheep farmers se- 


riously 31, is one possible cause. 

Mis Browning’s letter says: 
“You asked whether the Min- 
istty of Defence had contacted 
this department at the time of 
the Gtuf War to obtain advice 
on the use of OP pesticides. We 
have checked the position care- 
fully and I can confirm that no 
such approach was made.” 

Mr Tyler, MP for North 


Cornwall and now the Liberal 
Democrat’s candidate in the 
constituency, said yesterday: 
“It is mind boggling that one 
government ministry which was 
going to be responsible for the 
use of OPS never thought to ask 
questions about safety mea- 
sures." Gulf veterans had 
“every reason to fed aggrieved”, 
he said. 
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Keep your phone, keep your number.' keep your line. 
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Liverpool 
aim to keep 
pride intact 


Although the Graeme Scam ess 
era is less than fondly remem- 
^ be red at AnfieJd, a European 
r ^'night during his term as manager 
provides an inspiring precedent 
for Liverpool as they strive 
against overwhelming odds to 
reach the Cup-Winners' Cup fi- 
nal tonight. 

With Roy Evans' side t railing 
3-0 to Paris St-Germain after the 
first leg of the semi-final histo- 
ry shows that even the Liverpool 
of Shankly, Paisley and Ragan 
never overturned such arrears in 
Continental competition. When 
David “Supereub” Fairdough 
completed an epic fighiback 
against St Etienne en route to the 
Champions’ Cup 20 years aga the 
French lead bad been only 1-0. 

Yet in 1991, Auxerre, leading 
l 2-0. came to Merseyside to com- 
plete formalities in the Uefa Cup 
and returned to France shell- 
shocked Liverpool scored in 
four minutes and quickly levelled 
the aggregate score. Seven min- 
utes from the end Mark Walters 
ensured that they made up a two- 
goal deficit for the firet time ever. 

Thai, as Evans will recall from 
his role as coach, was with a tran- 
sitional team who were struggling 
against all manner of lower-di- 
vsionvishois. It was also in a half- 
empty stadium. Tbnight. PSG 
face a vastly superior Liverpool 
line-up - one with something to 
prove now that the Premiership 
appears to have slipped away - 
and Airfield will be packed. 

The strategy is sure to be sim- 
ilar; try to score early and see 
whether PSG can lake the heat 
The Liverpool manager has in- 
timated that he wOl play Robbie 
Ftowier, Stan CoUymore and Pa- 
trik Berger together for the first 
time this season. Evans may 
also switch from a defensive trio 
plus wing-backs to a flat back 
four in the belief that the French 
might not relish a more ‘‘British” 
approach. 

“It’s a tall order but we must 
believe we can do it.” Evans said 


Phil Shaw on the 
Herculean task 
facing Roy Evans’ 
team tonight 

yesterday. “If we can get an ear- 
ly goal we can get them on the 
run. If you don’t believe you 
don’t achieve. 

“Normally you try to play a pa- 
tient game in Europe, but we 
must set the tempo. The bottom 
line is that we've got to play fan- 
tastically and the/11 have to be 
poor if we’re to win." 

Steve Harkness and Bjorn 
Tore Kvarme are respectively in- 
jured and ineligible, leaving 
Evans to choose replacements 
from Phil Babb. Neu Ruddock, 
Rob Jones and Dominic Matteo. 
Michael Thomas (knee) and 
Matteo (hip) face late fitness 
tests. 

The error-ridden David 
James is set to retain his {dace 
- Liverpool have no plausible al- 
ternative keeper - knowing that 
whatever miracles are mustered 
at the opposite end, one slip 
could give PSG an away goal and 
almost certainly the tie. 

For the Parisians, who have 
perhaps even greater expecta- 
tions of the 21-year-old striker 
Jerome LeRoy than Airfield has 
of Rjwter, left-hack Didier Dorm 
is the only casualty. Their Brazil- 
ian manager, Ricardo, antici- 
pates a “much more aggressive" 
Liverpool than at Parc des 
Princes. If that proved the case, 
he added, it would merely cre- 
ate more space for his team to 
counter-attack. 

■ In the other Cup-Winners’ 
Cup semi-final tonight Fiore n ti- 
ns and Barcelona start at 1-1 in 
Italy. Ffonentina will be without 
the suspended Argentinian 
striker Gabriel Batistuta, who 
scored their equaliser in the first 
leg. For Barcelona the former 
Tottenham midfield player Ghe- 
orghe Popescu is suspended. 


Le Saux’s resolve 


ALAN NIXON 


Graeme Le Saux has refused to 
commit himself to Blackburn 
Rovers despite pressure from 
the club's owner. Jack Walker, 
to keep the England left-back 
at Ewood Park next season. 

Le Saux made a surprise re- 
turn to the Rovers side after be- 
ing dropped and went on to 
score in Tuesday night's win over 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

He was not prepared to rule 
out a move in the summer, how- 
ever. saying; “All 1 want to do 
Is make the most of my career 
in the lime I've got available. 
I've not made my decision pub- 
lic yet, but everybody is aware 
of the problems. 1 don’t want 
other things to affect my game." 

He added “It would be un- 
professional to say anything un- 
til this matter is resolved with the 
dub. You had belter ask the peo- 
ple in charge about that." 

Le Saux said that his “trou- 
bles" had affected his perfor- 
mances for the past few months 
when his club form has dipped. 

“This has been going on for a 
long lime." he said. “It’s a situ- 
ation that had got the belter of 
me; its been serious enough to 
put me off my game. But 1 don’t 
want a reputation as a problem 
player. I was trying to cope with 
all that was troubling me as best 
I could, hut it wasn't working." 


Walker is determined to keep 
Le Saux and certainly will not 
let him gp cheaply. However, his 
decision to recall the Channel 
Islander has caused more fric- 
tion with team-mate Jason 
Wilcox. Hie left-winger would 
not sit on the bench in midweek 
after being dropped and is 
poised to ask for a transfer. 

Blackburn’s troubles have 
been exacerbated by an injury 
to the striker Chris Sutton, 
who suffered a hamstring strain 
and was substituted at half-time 
during Tuesday's match. 

The Nottingham Forest 
caretaker manager, Stuart 
Pearce, is to remain at the City 
Ground next season as a play- 
er even if the club arc relegat- 
ed. However, he is not 
prepared to say whether he will 
remain as manager, although 
he admits he has made a deci- 
sion about his future. 

"I will certainly be here as a 
player next season as I have a 
three-year contract to honour." 
Pearce said. “I have also made 
my mind up as regards whether 
I want to remain as a manager 
but I am not ready to reveal 
what my thoughts arc." 

Brigtilon’s plans to play their 
home games at a greyhound sta- 
dium in Hove next season could 
be put in jeopardy as the venue 
does not at present meet the 
League's criteria to stage 
matches. 
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NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Prendoi 
OMskn: Am«d n Dorat*,- 2; North Femey l 
Helper 3: Ouou Aum 3 Hucfcnall 2. PaSusf- 
mg 0 BrRg 1; Pometracl 3 HattieU Mm 3. 
NORTH WEST C0UNTES LEAGUE Hret 0M- 
cJon Hcfeur OH Boy* 1 Fferenn 2. Njrnwuji 0 
Buraawjh lr EMmxh Hsrtey 0 CBherae 4. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE PramtorDMWore 

F<«swre 0 Gres Yaonoum 1: Ganesaor 0 D«s& 
1: Haaaao 0 ivocxjbnage O- HanmrhAFaftw- 
sum 2 NewmarVrt (r. lauents* 1 SUMnanst 
ft Vurudurn a Fdvnftam 0. 

SCRBWW WteCT lEABUC Premtar DMsIo* 
Brtl<p>dtO 0 Tnenon 3; ChRW 0 mpperruni 
2: Mar^jetoa i Cirw 3; PaiVtor ftwm 12 
Biddtra 0. 

WMSTONtEAO KENT LEAGUE CoonHidfl 4 
Shdflpey Oul 4 iMwaabta 1: FumessO Bs*- 
oreum u t^eenwen Barau^ 3 C^wanaar- 
era 0; Henyp aay 2 FwersJMfn 2. 

HTSUW EXPRESS NRDUWO AUIMKE: 
BtanMOh 0 PahAfl Villa 3: ChMMMn 0 Wo* 
3;KflJOH*yVCDin0t6WSI«3 
O: Peryrom 3 Bndawrth 2: Stapanh* 3 Bam- 
mere Si Mcnoahl. 

UMSPORr UM1ED 0OUNTS5 IEASUE CUP 
Final Meond tagt Nomornaon Socnoer l Des- 
fcorcupi 2 ijfg: 2-3>. 

P0NnN5 LEAGUE Pmaitof DMdan: Ewortcn 
OTramtart) 6. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Hr* W- 
vUton: UUtftjR) 0 Outcn-J ft«li Ftrffn 0. 
LCAOUC OF WALES: BanfiwO&'SCawsw l; 
2 Rhyl 3- 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF REUMD Pre- 
mier bMbikm: Deny City Q Cork Cdy 2: Bray 
Wanderers l Shdb^nna 1. 

PRESS a JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
toro M»sJ«ncs 2 Eton Oly 1; WWt Acadfe- 
my 1 Cbdmasuddin 1. 

WORLD CUP Aston EoneQrtMpTtirM (Sbar- 

JWOi Unhed An* Erwates 3 Barean 0. 
PORTUGUESE CUP StKtti round: Acadcmsa 
Camara 0 Spoiling ustm 1. 
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Former world heavyweight champion George Foreman greases up for a work-out in training for Saturday's fight against Lou Savarese hi Atlantic (Sty 


Photograph; AP 


Old pals prepare for business in hand 


Goff 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Madrid 

Once they had nothing more on 
their minds than trying to be the 
Tiger Woods of their day. Now 
if they resemble a couple of 
40-plus chicr executives out 
for a day’s golf, that is exactly 
whaL they are, although it helps 
to be Sieve Ballesteros and 
Greg Norman when it comes to 


teeing up in the Peugeot Span- 
ish Open. 

Ballesteros is the boss of the 
event's promoters, Amen Cor- 
ner, and asked Norman, head 
of the rapidly expanding Great 
White Shark Inc^ to return to 
Madrid for the first time in IS 
years as a special favour. The 
quid pro quo is that the 
Spaniard will play in Norman’s 
Holden Gassic in Australia 
during the winter. 

“After 21 years of playing the 


game together, it is right that we 
should help each other out,” die 
Australian said. “It is like Jack 
[Nicklaus] inviting Arnie 
[Palmer] to the Memorial and 
Arnie inviting Jack to his tour- 
nament at Bay HflL” 

Noonan was more concerned 


last night than the fact that Tom 
Lehman had ended his record 
run of 96 weeks as the world 
No.L “rVe been up there a long 
time,” Norman said. “The best 


player right now is Itgpr Woods. 
Like anything, golf needs young 
blood and new talent to come 
through. America was crying out 
for someone like Tiger. He has 
upped the level for everyone.” 
Woods is only ranked at No J, 
while Norman can regain the 
top spot by finishing in the top- 
ten here. 

Like Norman, Ballesteros 
was long gone before Woods 
was crowned at Augusta and be 
has turned to the Australian's 


old coach, arKfVfaods’s mentor, 
Butch Hannon, in the hope of 
making his first cut of the sea- 
son. “If one doctor cannot help, 
you try another," Sevejsaid. He 
has had more second opinions 
than he has played rounds 
recently. 

As the European caprain, 
Ryder Cup matters are also on 
Seve’s mind. He knows who he 
wants as a No 2but he cannot 
yet name him, saying only that 
the candidate can speak both 


English and Spanish. Next 
week, he beads for Valderrama 
to help set up tbe course. 
“There will be fairway for 260 
yards and then only rough," is 
his plan to combat Woods. He 
will not decide on whether to 
be a playing caplaia until he 
picks his two wild cards on 31 
August, on which subject he re- 
peated “there are no guarantees 
for anyone”. For the record, 
Norman thinks America will 


Davies and Thomas out of final line-ups Tougher qualifications in line for trials 


Rugby Union 


Jonathan Davies and Arwel 
Thomas, who contested the 
Wales (Vo i 0 shirt this season, will 
both be missing from iheir clubs’ 
starting line-ups in Saturday’s 
Swalec Cup final - the last match 
to he held at Cardiff Arms Park 
before it is demolished. 


Davies, who is still recover- 
ing from a dead leg and has 
played little rugby during the 
last month, will be confined to 


feeling some reaction to a knee 


ligament injury. 

■ Twickenham yesterday con- 
firmed that dubs outside Eng- 
land's top two divisions will not 
lose money following the with- 
drawal of Courage’s sponsor- 
ship of the entire league system. 
The Rugby Football Union has 
pledged to “at the minimum, 
match the levels of this season”. 


the replacements' bench as 
Cardin opt for the 20-year-old 
Lee Jams at outside-nalf. 

Thomas, who played his first 
game in two months for 
Swansea on Saturday, will make 
way for Aled Williams, after 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


Hugh Thomas, director of the 
Mitsubishi Badminton Horse 
Trials which run from 7 to 11 
May, anticipates tougher qual- 
ifications for next year’s event 
after receiving an unprece- 
dented number of entries. 


Thomas this year made the 
controversial decision to limit 
overseas countries to five hors- 
es, but, even so, still has 45 on 
the watting list There has since 
been resentment against Blyth 
Tbit, New Zealand's Olympic 
champion, for his fairly nuld as- 
sertion that spectators would 
rather see the top riders with 
two horses than “Samantha 


CUpotty-Oop" with one. Three 
British riders - Karen Dixon, 
Leslie Law and lan Stark - are 
due to ride two horses apiece. 
Both Andrew Nicholson of 
New Zealand and Bruce David- 
son of the United States have 
two horses listed, but they 
will only ride their second hors- 
es if one of their countrymen 
drop oul 
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THE INDY EIGHT 


With just one week to go before 
nulling day. the one big ques- 
tion that remains unanswered 

What will happen to taxes un- 
der Tonv Blair or John Major? 

The blunt answer is that they 
can be expected to go up. The 
Treasure Red Book, giving fore- 
casts uf tax burden, shows a 
steadv increase op to 2002 - pro- 
viding the official cover for 
both parties to put taxes up. 

At the start of the campaign, 
Fite Independent posed a num- 
ber of critical questions that 
would need to be answered, and 
most of Lhem have beer, an- 
swered. insofar as any politician 
ever answers straight questions. 

Would Labour take Britain 
into a single currency? Of 
cou rse it would, though only af- 
ter the same “triple- lock” safe- 
iv process offered by the Tories; 
i If Cabinet, Parliament and ref- 
erendum approval. 

Would Mr Ashdown keep Mr 
Blair in power without propor- 
tional representation? There 
has been no precise answer to 
that, though it has not been 
pressed too hard. 

But the big remaining ques- 
tion is on tax - and neither the 
Conservatives nor Labour will 
give a hard answer on that - 
probably because most politi- 
cians and City analysts expect 
taxes to go up. whatever hap- 
pens, and whoever wins. 

While Labour has made no 
secret of its plans for a windfall 
tax on the privatised utilities, 
there are undoubtely hidden 
agendas on both sides of the po- 
litical divide. Yesterday, Gordon 
Bnnvn. the shadow Chancellor, 
again concentrated fire on the 
lories' historical weakness for 
increasing VAX 

"If the Conservatives win 
again," he told an election press 
conference, “nothing will stop 
them increasing VAT on fuel to 
17.5 per cent and extending 
VAT further." 

John Major has shown a 
marked reluctance to answer 
questions about VAT. When 
The Independent repeatedly 
asked him whether he would 
give a commitment not to in- 
crease the rate or extend the 
VAT base at the start of the cam- 
paign. the Conservative leader 
repeatedly dodged the question. 

He said: “I cannot conceive, 
except in the most exceptional 
circumstances that cannot be 
foreseen at the moment, that we 
would need to increase gener- 


Q What will 
happen to 
taxes 

under Blair or 
Major? 


Q If things go 
badly, 
woul 
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Revenge of the greys : The Labour Parly drew attention to John Major's record of tax rises by parading 22 then in masks through Birmingham city centre yesterday 


al tax levels in the next Parlia- 
ment, given our public expend- 
iture plans and the outlook for 
the economy. 

“So I think that is a jierfect- 
ly clear answer to the points you 
have made about value-added 
tax and subject to quite unex- 


pected events I*d expect that to 
remain the situation." 

Asked for the same pledge in 
the 1992 election campaign, Mr 
Major told The Independent. 
“We have no plans and no need 
to extend the scope of VAX" 
Labour has said firmly that it 


will not extend the base of 
VAT to basic essentials - food, 
children’s dothes, books and 
newspapers and public transport 
fares - and that it wall reduce 
the rate of VAT on domestic 
power and fuel bills to 5 per 
cent, the lowest level now al- 


lowed under European law. 

Mr Brown and Mr Blair have 
also made commitments that 
they will not increase basic 23 
per cent and 40 per cent rates 
of income tax during the lifetime 
of the new parliament 
But there is no Labour com- 


mitment on the tax allowances 
or the thresholds at which in- 
come tax is paid, although Mr 
Blair has said he would Bke to 
reduce the tax burden on die av- 
erage family. 

Only the liberal Democrats 
have marked themselves out as 


the party of tax and spend, 
with their promise to increase 
the basic rate of income tax by 
a penny in the pound to fund 
more spending on education 
and a new higher rate band of 
50p for chose on taxable income 
in excess of £100,000. 


Photograph; Mike Sewell 


Their plans would mean that 
half of the 25 million income 
taxpayers would be worse off. 
but even they misleadingly said 
their plans to take 500,0011 low- 
pay taxpayers out of income tax 
would reduce tax “for 99.5 per 
cent of all income taxpayers." 


Hamilton strikes at Bell 
with help of fax machine 


Jojo Moyes 


The buttle between Neil Hamil- 
ivn and his rival for the 
Cheshire seat of Talton. Mar- 
gin Bell, has moved from the 
heath to the fax machine with 
Mr Bell's campaign team ac- 
cusing Mr Hamilton of con- 
. mining a “campaign bv fax", 
>*nd “deluging" them with legal 
thseats and complaints. 

Since Mr Bell's first attempt 
put (inward his nomination 
r.ijvre last week, Mr Hamilton 
mid WU agent. Peter McDowell 
ha'.c issued legal threats both in 
p.-tson and via Mr Hamilton's 
- 1 'licitors. Crockers. They have 
dsu made numerous com- 
pl.iints about his campaign - in- 
cluding the "over-enthusiastic" 
'iung of Mr Bell's posters. 


“They’re trying to demoralise 
us." said a spokesman for Mr 
Bell’s office. "It’s all done as a 
distraction because they know 
that our campaign has been set 
up from scratch. We’ve had to 
respond to everything." 

Mr Bell was last week forced 
to re-submit his election nom- 
ination following a legal threat 
over hLs use of the term “anti- 
corruption" to describe himself. 
Mr Hamilton then complained 
about Mr Bell’s use of the word 
“independent", but this was 
dismissed by Macclesfield’s act- 
ing returning officer. 

A letter received soon after 
from Mr Hamilton's solicitors 
threatens further action over Mr 
Bell's campaign statement. 
"The remark that you will ‘do 
all [you] can to remove the stain 


of corruption from public life’ 
_ is a clear accusation that Mr 
Hamilton is corrupt, an accu- 
sation the gravity of which is re- 
doubled in the context of an 
election campaign," the letter 
says. It concludes: “Our client 
reserves his right to commence 
proceedings against you claim- 
ing damages for libel following 
the publication of the report by 
Sir Gordon Downey. If, as is 
confidently expected, the report 
clears our client of the charges 
of corruption, the damages he 
will be seeking will be very 
substantial indeed." 

Mr Hamilton himself sent 
one three-page letter to Mr Bell 
accusing him of breaking his 
word not to describe himself as 
an “anti-corruption" candidate 
and to run a “decent and dig- 


nified” campaign. He adds: 
“Will you accept that your own 
role in this election is but an ex- 
tension of The Guardian ’s cam- 
paign against me?” 

Letters from Mr McDowell 
Mr Hamilton's agent, suggest 
that one way or another, the 
Battle of Knutsford Heath is not 
yet over. He has complained 
that Mr Bell's supporters are be- 
ing “over-enthusiastic” in 
putting up posters for their 
man. “I think you should know 
that Knutsford ’s large and lit- 
tle Heath’s [sic] are private 
property, owned by Randall 
Brooks," Mr McDowell states 
in one. 

“Randall has given me per- 
misaon for Hamilton’ posters. 
He will definitely not be allow- 
ing ‘Bell’ posters.” 


Labour film asks: Just why 
aren’t you a Tory, Mr Blair? 


Steve Boggan 


Tonight, Tony Blair will be 
posed the question many old 
Labour supporters have want- 
ed to ask him for some time: 
“Why aren’t you a Tbxy?" 

The question will be asked 
during Labour's latest election- 
broadcast, filmed by Molly Di- 
neeo. the celebrated docu- 
mentary maker, in the party's 
latest attempt to market Mr 
Blair as a better leader than 
John Major. 

In a deliberately raw and 
frank 10-minute film, Ms Di- 
neen tries to capture the 
essence of Tbny Blair in a fiy- 
on-the-waJJ style that contrasts 
markedly with the famously 
slick Hugh Hudson 
of Neil Kirin ock in 1987. 


Ms Dineen was given access 
to Mr Blair for about five weeks, 
filming him at home with his 


tennis and football and travel- 
ling by car and train to en- 
gagements. 

The overall impression is of 
a young family-man desperate to 
get across the message that not 
all politicians are the same, that 
Britain can change and that he 
is the man to make it happen. 

Ms Dineen said she ap- 
proached Labour to make the 
film, rather than the other way 
round, and she insisted there 
had been no interference from 
the party, although she knew it 
would be used as an election 
broadcast and would, there- 
fore, have to conform to a 
“broad menu". 


E HURRIE 




CAMPAIGN 


Labour s campaign day began In a TV studio 
lhe promise of a “people’s lottery" to 
channel money into education and health, 
^eiebrities were on hand to endorse the 
Party’s ideas tor diverting Mbn from the 
Jalional lottery Wednesday draw into health 
and education. 

Tony Blair stayed in the news with the 
release of the Party Election Broadcast 
j*rt>cipated as “Blair The Movie”, made by 
1 “ocumentaty maker Molly Dineen. The 
iimwill be shown on television tonight 
'be liberal Democrats marked the 
^wtvemary ot the birth of William 

^ pledging El .75bn over 
.ne next five years for school books. The 
policy would amount to an extra 

for a t VP lcal Primary school 
*Jwy sttid’ 000 a tor a secondary school 

Pbns for pensioners, 

My.ngmat measures such as the windfall tax 
*** ranef m Private health 
hurt the ow most 
Was Scotland white 
P® 1 * chairman, made 

IT 011 wa " 'X'toKtafa and 
contained nothing damaging to their cause. 


KEY ARGUMENTS 


John Major warned voters in Aberdeen 
of the dangers of Scottish devolution 
under Labour. “Look in my eyes and 
know this: I will always deal fair and 
true by this great nation,” he told them. 

Labour's lottery plane were an 
admission that their sums did not add 
up. Hie Health Secretary, Stephen 
Darnell, said. "They are flatting around 
looking for money to pay for 
commitments they have been talking 
about It is an illustration of Labour's 
black hole,” he said. 

David Steel, the Liberal Democrat 
elder statesman, was asked on fTN’s 
lunchtime news about his attitude to 
drugs. “Politicians are not in the best 
position to pontificate on this subject 
of dregs. It is largely a generational 
problem,” he said. 

Peter Mandelson, Labour’s 
campaign manager, introduced their 
Party Election Broadcast about Tony 
Blair wfth the words: "This is not Blair 
the movie, this is Blair tire man.” In the 
film, Mr Blair says that as a toy he had 
never wanted to be a politician. 

“I thought that politicians were 
complete pains in the backside,” Mr 
Blair said. 

“My ambition as a tad was to play 
football for Newcastle United.” 



“I went into this feeling im- 
pressed by Blair and I came out 
feeling impressed," she said at 
a preview yesterday. “I liked him 
very much. I especially think he 
is wonderful, really wonderful 
with his kids. I was able to film 
them a little, but, as a parent, 
he didn’t want me to feature 
them too much. That would 
make them fair game.” 

The film includes footage of 
Mr Blair making tea in the 
kitchen of his home in Islington, 
north London, and has limited 
shots of him talking to his Lhree 
children. At one point, he grins 
and warns them: “Lots of home- 
work for you. Wiit until David 
Blunkett gets hold of you!" 

Peter Mandelson, Labour's 
campaign manager, said he 
hoped the broadcast would 


help to cut through some of the 
cynicism felt towards politi- 
cians in general. “It is about 
Blair the man," he said. “It is 
not gimmicky or flashy and it has 
no artifice, it has no varnish. It 
is almost raw in its treatment of 
Tbny Blair. You eould say, we 
have a great asset here and let’s 
show him off." 

Only those who know him 
very well will know whether Ms 
Dineen has captured the 
essence of Mr Blair. However, 
in asking why he isn’t a Tbry, she 
elicited a response that forms 
the essence of his philosophy: 
that there is nothing wrong 
with ambition and success, but 
that your achievements are 
hollow if you have ignored the 
disadvantaged in society on 
the wav. 


In a press 

Swjfand. Labour's dog’s brealdasfofa d ^ Q I » Q !! lisas * Qr for 

^ffippery^ope whkS^W and ' 


^ lt was Jack. Cumlngham - 
who organised Labour's 
campaign in : 1992. He was L . 
let out of his kennel for the first. : V 
time during the wnrBntcarnpaigri _ 
yesterday to he to fainxiT Labour’s 
plans for the National Lottery. 'J 
Mr Cunningham, shadow national 
heritage secretary, usedthe 
morning press conference to ' 

announce: ‘Lam verypteasedthaL 
Tony Blair is here to.aonriunce a-, 4 : 
major Initiative to give more of foe 
people’s money back to tberri.” 


ONE TO REMEMBER 


f Patfcfy.Ashdown’s tdpfc/bf; 
|tbeday - educa&^-^V^-'--- 

blown off the agenda wfon.- 


DemocraTMP David Rendel 
Jsupporfafoe-toikJing of 


t. sites of special scientific interest 
- and two hi s tori c battiefiekts, and 
!• Ashdown was tailed bvr.prcrtest^r;:- 
>' -wtosald-t#- FtemfeTsvtew 
jcbriflfeted w tfo partyT>oBcy-J>fr fi . i*.; 
rAshdfewnsafd: “Lfoeraf Democr&s -_ ; 
* . have a firmvfew and wsBcklOl' ”'' 


THE OTHER PARTIES 


The Ulster Unionists suffered a 
blow when Jim Kilpatrick 
announced that he was defecting 
, R ®y 130 Paisley's Democratic 
Unionist Party. He said he had switched 

because the UUP had gone soft on the 

union and was prepared to renegotiate 
Northern Ireland’s position within tee UK. 


MEDIA STAR 


Meanwhile, the Natural Law pJvTwT? 
three main party leadens 

have to subsS * th^ Si?* 7 wouW 

on transcentorS^S SF* S P° ,! cto* 

yogic 


Peter Lffley, the Secretary of State for Social Security, launching an appeal to win 
the “grey vote", said a Conservative government would “guarantee tie basic 
pension, go on giving more to frail and less weB-off pensioners and continue to 
protecting living standards of pensioners”. Other proposals included an 
Insurance scheme to fund residential care for the elderly and the expansion of 
respite care. 
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Triumphant mood: Pater Snow, Davfd Dimbfefay and Jeremy Paxman sharing a l&ithearted joke with photographers on the BBC’s election night set Photograph: Tom Riston 
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Target Audiences 


Labour’s battle plan for the .t - ■ •• v***»»* a., 

election, revealing ito asses- . \ — ;• 

ment of both its and the Tbries’ - / ■ • • ~ 

weaknesses and strengths, was ^ Anmn*t*rmm+amn*~ 

leaked by the Tbries yesterday, .1 : — Z~r ~ — . 

provoking a row over its irn- f iarctt Audience 

portance and relevance; \ X^ a fiirr h Swwc iYflm s 

Brian Mawhinncy, Conser- / 

vative chairman, said the doc- \ ■ ^*‘ fiiff 

ument. War Book Version 3, 7 

“reflects veiy closely what has \ d— ■»* >—* m— to-iwrtfacawaycufa — c 
been happening over the last six f T<iigr.aanur8»Ka»rTa«ynTntt 

months in what is quite cleaify y learpnfieaUy to -vota. Cahcmad about mtmaj and Jobe. 

the most cynical politiral cam- . . •' a, nr. 

paign ever seen m British pol- y Lowprop*n^»vo^wjwi»iBitibriatftow*w«Bn««orwhML*oari-» 

Kte." h correctly identified ?<*«. 

was*a result of Labour accept 

inc that it was seen as likely to Poll position: Excerpts from toe leaked document 


* *■ >* *« ag*»jfcu«<I »4 B » aBvo M » about* . 
tdm aowwaaM ta-w-awaflabuuapcBdM ft Labour -fa™*. TUtk Wafer! 
daunt mdlowLPmato-uiar Or dawil you 1 bb»l~ • ^ 


leorpnfieaUy to note. CcMBHd about and Jobe. 


Low propensity to'vofe Mm kk it Ibr MT taHNW*irfi<ta Ubour baa is 


sell out to Brussels. 

Labour spin-doctors ap- 
peared, unconcerned about its 
publication but DrMawhinney 
grabbed the evening headlines, 
blocking off Labour’s an- 
nouncement about the Lot- 
tery. Labour also hinted that it. 
had similar documents relating • 


it was a year-old document, it 
was not their current election 
plan, arid denied it was a sum- 
mary of what Labour said about 
itself. Labour said it Med Tbiy 
claims about .their own 
strengths. 

Hie 'Vito- Book lists both par- 




said: “We would not be stupid 
enough to publish them.” 

Tbiy candidates are being is- 
sued with extracts from the 30- 
page dossier to sharpen their- 
campaigning on the doorstep by 
showing that Labour secretly 
fearedit was weak on the “hid- 
den left”, the unions, the lack 
of experience of Tbny Blair’s 
team, and being evasive. 

However, Dr Mawhinney 
foiled to point out that the. 
Labour analysis identified 
Labour’s strengths as Tony 
Blair - young, strong and dy- 
namic. leadership”; and edu- 
cation, and the NHS were seen 
as “winning** issues for Labour. 
Labour sources last night said 


outlines in detail Labour’s plan 
for the five months in the run- 
up to the election. WhBemuch 
in toe document, which is at 
least six months old, has hap-, 
pened aspiedicnsd, or has been 
announced subsequently - by 
■ Labour, some lines of attack 
have been dropped, by Labour 
and others have been added. 

Fbr example, a page refer- 
ring to Tbiy pledges says “Ybu 
wflfpay to visit your school; you 
will pay mom forboolas you will 
pay VAT od books; then: will be 

more crime: guns and knives still 
legal; you will pay for water 
through a meter.” Tins fine of 
attack was prepared' hr antici- 
pation of anncaincementsby the 


with tax and less bothered about 
health and education than in the 
rest of the country. Labour’s 
weaknesses are seen as money, 
fear of Labour, “what do they 
stand for" “why are they eva- 
sive”, break-up of Britain and 
Labour wwnrilg.. 

Conservative strengths are 
the economy (inflation, interest 
rates and economic compe- 
tence), patriotism (Europe, the 
Union), Mr Major (decent, 
honest) and continuity. Their 
weaknesses are “17 years too 
long", “for the few, not the 
many”, Mr Major's weak lead- 
ership, diviaon/dismtegration, 
betrayal/trast, tax, NHS, edu- 
cation, crime. 


You expect your HP printing 
system to give you this. 
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Tories. Barth ere is no mention 
of thongs like privatisation of 
pensions, which clearly sur- 
prised Labour. 

There is also a fascinating 
reference to the 15 key seats in 
the Pennine belt, where inter- 
nal Labour polling suggests lo- 


So why risk 
setting this? 
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Rob Brown 

Media Editor 

Television’s grand Inquisitor Jeremy 
Paxman appeared distinctly jumpy 
yesterday when the tables were turned 
on him % media pundits invited to 
marvel at the BBC's Election Night 
studio set 

Paxo had to be prodded out of his 
self-styled “pen” - an interviewing lair 
up in the gods of the studio -by the 
Corporation’s press handlers who in- 
sisted that he should mate a smiling 
appearance following a recent maga- 
zine interview in which he hinted at 
some dissatisfaction about being kept 
in David Dimbleby’s shadow. 

“Listen, I was not disappointed. It 
was what we call in the trade a joke. 
J.O.K.E,” he told me when I did my 
best Paxman impression and raised 
this vexed topic. 

Later, loosening up slightly, he de- 
scribed himself as “the fool to Dim- 
bleby’s King Lear" and said he would 
dread being asked to play the big seri- 
ous anchorman role at a future elec- 
tion. “It seems to be rather 
complicated" 

It sure does. The BBC is hailin g its 
Election Nigfit special as the biggest 
broadcasting event in its history. It 
will certainly be among the longest - 
running from 9.55pm ro at least mid- 
day on 2 May. 

It took 16 lorries to deliver and 
three days to erect the silver-hued 
tubular steel “theatre- in- th e-round” set 
in studio 1 at BBC Television Centre, 
which will serve as the hub of the oper- 
ation, Hrwtgrng 120 c om puter terminals, 
200 monitors, 100 telephones, 30 miles 
of video cable and wiring and backed 
up by 80 outride broadcast units dotted 
throughout the British Isles. 

Although the cameras will be 
trained on Dimbleby and his fellow 
presenters, plus the delighted and 
dejected politicians they hire into Pax- 
man’s lair, viewers will also see the 


camera crews, the results’ team and 
computer back-up people. 


computer back-up people. 

“They will all be visible so that 
licence-payers can see their money is 
being well-spent," said Peter Hor- 
rocks, editor of Ncwsnighi and Elec- 
tion *97, who was keen to point out 
that the cost of toe coverage would be 
about £25 m. roughly the same as in 
1992. 

But there was no sign of skimping. 
The lavish set is a cross between the 
Starship Enterprise and a Roman am- 
phitheatre. Dimbleby averred that it 
reminded him of toe Cirque du Soleil, 
a famous Canadian circus troupe, at 
toe Royal Albert Hall “You expect 
acrobats in leotards to appear, he 
jested. He may be toe circus-master, 
but he will also be performing, as 
ever, a double-act with Peter Snow, 
who was like a child in a toy shop yes- 
terday demonstrating his new virtual 
swingometer, live 3-D graphics and 


zappy election night computer games. 

One sequence - already tested on 
toe Wirral South tw-e lection result 
programme - will depict the parties’ 
battle-buses either roaring ahead or 
disappearing into a watery ditch, 
depending on their performance at 
toe poll. Another will show key target 
seats being smashed up on screen if 
toe incumbent is unseated. 

“Visually the graphics are the most 
exciting,” Snow enthused. “They’ll be 
able to tell toe sloiy as never before.” 

The story toe BBC wants to tell on 
2 May is that it has once gain tri- 
umphed on toe ratings from. In its 
1992 Election Night coverage the Bccb 
drew 8 million viewers, twice as many 
as ITY By 2am its audience had fallen 
to 45 milli on, but this was three times 
as large as its commercial rival. 

“I’d be disappointed if our cover- 
age this time round wasn’t as popu- 
lar,” said Mr Horrocks, issuing a 
further solemn pledge to licence-pay- 
ers: “It's long, but it’s not going to be 
boring." 
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tried to explainhis party ssup- 

in . XX vT«,4,„rv bv-nass. 
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SSras indeed wasthe 
crat leader 

of the cow, argi^t^ ^f 
the by-pass wOuMnaye an en- 
vironmental impact; it was in- 
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The cow confided to The Jn- 


aepenaou 

q naaaL haying been arrested 
for. trespassing on toe bypass 
construction rite. Asa coodlticai 
of bail, toe coW, or Rockm’ 
Rosie, as die called herself, 
regularly attended the lcx»i 
police station. 


• r protesters tried to stop 
';Mre:Ashdbwn entering the 
sS&oi but were brushed aside 
■ l^hfftinjjtely alliance of police 
* -^dJJberal Democrats. 





If you tike the way your HP printer gives you 
results that are so dear and sharp, here’s how to 
make sure that they are always dear, ahoays sharp. 
And that is by insisting on original HP Printing 
' Supplies. 

These are designed by HP to interact precisely with 
your printer. HP works to such 
precision that a billion droplets of 
our ink will fit inside a single drop 
. from an eye-dropper. (It requires 
TtadMumo. finer drops to produce fine- tinea) 

. MMilrVMiBto - 

StmOariy, In our laser printers, the 
HP toner is so fine that it takes thousands of 
particles just to dot an i 

Then we make sure that you keep getting the same 
dear, sharp results page after page. 


The inks or toner every HP cartridge contains 
are so rigorously purified, you can be sure they won't 
cause any dogging, abrasion, or caking. 

At HP, we also design a range of papers, labels and 
films to interact precisely with HP inks and toners. 
Making them perfect fbr creating a special 
impression. 

For more information, see our web s»t e on 
hOp-Jhoww^. kp. com/go/supplies 
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‘Donnygate’ affair spawns 

its own anti-sleaze hero 





Confidante candidate: Neil Swan, who is standing on an anti-sleaze Labour ticket, chatting to Doncaster voters yesterday Photograph: David Rose 



Bdbbv was not wobbling, 
Nby t ha t gmeh ever wotn 
bicd"wfthBobby: His kanr 


suited tdit/i 
kept well out of 
vfc rogpe^fce coM any passing 
pira*aWitoa*edaboutthesiir- 
vejihoradg a sudden drop m his party’s lead, 
"foil of technical deficiencies-” And in away 
it wargood that this poll was quite so bad. 
Whereby the cod of the week, the others came 


be aDabout theGawSidate's recovery and the 
Grey Marfs gloom. “ 
Meanwidk^mOinentum was viraLThe par- 
ty must shdw no signs of flagg in g , ho let-up 
in ks assault oh the eyes and ears of the na- 
tion's commentators. They’d matte that mis- 
take m 1992, and were not going to make it 
again not on hfe wattih. ■ 

So today he had had no less than .three 
events to atten d to, and it was still only four 
in the afternoon. The most exciting - held in 
a London television studio in front of a live 
audience ofpiranhas and tame punters- had 
launched apopulist inititiative 
involving giving lottery money 
to things that folk liked. Po- . _ 
lfticalty rtwas the perfect deal, 9UQ6 

no-one lost ana everybody _ 


Mend' Bobl^/wiUout whom 
none of this would have been 

two was his own show, 
unveiling the movie about the 

Candidate, shot by 
winning. woman documentary 
director. After this 

he mieht have difficul- 


ty in mixing with people who pan 

not actually wot awards. What ware you 

tod^BAFEAs, Oscars, or Olympic Golds 

° n TbhtOT^^iranhas 
ceptive to what he had described On- 
dSate, almost raw.” EspeciaUy 
raw” had actually meant in the kitchen -But 
Bobby liked the word "raw” . Ontyffiejjillow- 
tied former Trotskyist had bttfo hosfle, de- 
termined to discover whether the docmnentoiy 
woman had been prevrated from. filmmg 01 oth- 


even corner half an hour later when 

han three Mr Brown and Red Dawirgave a litaej press 
; only four conference about VAX Bobbystood ai ttojhicfc 
y- hoid. in in characteristic pose, his left hand resting m 
it of a live the crook of his ngbt arm, his right hand swiv- 
Lters-had elling at the wrist to pull at his nose, be waved 
dismissively at questions from 
• the Daily Telegraph, or to 

shield his mouth when mak- 

6 One middle- 


Christian Wolmar 

Labour faces its own anti-sleaze 
candidate in Doncaster, which 
has achieved national notoriety 
with a local government scan- 
dal of growing proportions. 

Neil Swan, a former Labour 
Doncaster candidate, is stand- 
ing on an “anti-sleaze Labour” 
ticket, against Kevin Hughes, a 
junior Labour whip in the last 
Parliament and also a former 
Doncaster councillor. 

The Donnygate affair, which 
has been dubbed recently as 
"the worst local government 
scandal since the Poulson af- 
fair". first came to light in Jan- 
uary after the district auditor 
revealed he was questioning 
the validity of trips abroad and 
extravagant “working" lunches 
by councillors. 

Earlier this week, it was re- 
vealed that the police are 


✓ “No political party is 
I in favour of home- 
fP (ess ness. No one sets 
out to encourage it. 
Unfortunately, the policies 
sometimes have that effect 
It's true it has not featured 
in the election campaign so 
far. The truth is it is not a 
vote-winner. That is ab- 
solutely wrong, but unfortu- 
nately it is so." - Tony Banks 

“The present political bat- 
tleground in Britain regard- 
ing the European Union is an 
expression of the need to 
reconcile two critical factors 
- unity and sovereignty. The 
widely-held opinion is that it 
is not possible to uphold 
both simultaneously, they 
are seen as mutually exclu- 
sive."- Dr Geoffrey 
Clements, leader of the Nat- 
ural Law Party, at the launch 
its manifesto for Europe 

"I am very happy at the way 
the campaign is going and 
1 am increasingly confident 
as we move forward to 1 
May." - John Major cam- 
paigning in Scotland 

“This is not a campaign just 
of bread-and-butter issues. 
This campaign is about con- 
stitutional issues as well. 
As so often in the past. 


widening their inquiry to include 
land deals, contracts with a se- 
curity firm and various other fi- 
nancial deals and the police are 
now setting up an office in the 
town hall. 

Mr Swan said he wants to put 
pressure on the national party 
and to act as a focus for local 
concern about corruption at the 
council. A New Labour sup- 
porter, he wants to draw the na- 
tional party's attention to what 
has been happening for many 
years in Doncaster. 

Mr Swan was a councillor be- 
tween 1987 and 1990 and fell 
foul of what he calls the ruling 
“Mafia" on the council. He 
said: “It started at the first 
meeting I went to, when 1 asked 
a few questions about the annual 
report, they didn't like that" 

An inner caucus of leading 
councillors, based originally 
around the National Union of 


QUOTES 
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Scotland may well decide 
the outcome." -John Major 

“Peter doesn’t have to have 
his reality made virtual. He’s 
his own reality." - Peter Hor- 
rocks, editor of the BBC’s 
election night programme, 
talking about Peter Snow 
and his 3D swingometer 

“Politicians are not in the best 
position to pontificate on this 
subject of drugs. It is large- 
ly a generational problem." - 
Sir David Steel, Liberal 
Democrat elder statesman 

“Everywhere I go in the 
world, people want to know 
about Scotland and why we 
tolerate our affairs being 
run by someone else’s gov- 
ernment" - Sean Connery in 
a letter to 500,000 
voters urging them h 
to support the Scot- J 
fish National Party. S 

Compiled by Ben Summers 
and Sam Coates 
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Mineworkers, the miners' com- 
munity group, has long made the 
key decisions about what hap- 
pens on Doncaster council and 
Mr Swan feD foul of them: *T dis- 
covered their existence by acci- 
dent. I was driving, a bit” early, 
to a meeting, and I saw this 
bunch of councillors standing 
outside the local T&G office. 
They had obviously tried to get 
in for a meeting but the care- 
taker had locked them out. 
When they noticed me, they 
started jumping over hedges 
and trying to hide behind the 
building. It was hilarious." 

Thanks to a grant of £7,000 
from the People’s Trust, a fund 
created with a£2m donation by 
Mohamed A1 Fayed, Mr Swan 
has an office, a fox and even a 
hired van. He hopes that there 
will be some money left over to 
sponsor candidates in the 1998 
council elections, if the clean- 


Etonian 
turns 
back on 
old school 

Barrie Clement 


Old Etonian David Rendel 
Liberal Democrat candidate 
for Newbury, yesterday said 
his three sons bad had a better 
education at the local compre- 
hensive than he bad received at 
the country’s most prestigious 
public school. 

Mr Rendel the party's local 
government spokesman in the 
last parliament, said he had 
been educated in a "very 
strange and unusual way". 
Speaking at Greenham Court 
primary school in Newbury, 
also attended by his children, 
Mr Rendel said: ^The education 
they received here was rather 
better than the one I got. 

“They have seen more of the 
world. They grew up with nor- 
mal people in a way I did not. 
They are more worldly wise, 
they know their way in the 
world better than I did.” 

Mr Rendel. who was accom- 
panying Paddy Ashdown on a 
visit to the school, said the fa- 
cilities at Eton, where the fees 
are f 13,410 a year, were very 
good. "If wc could have those 
advantages in the state sector, 
who knows what could be 
achieved?" Mr Rondel's sons 
are 18, 16 and 13. Asked by 77ie 
Independent whether his edu- 
cation had made him a strange 
and unusual person, he replied: 
"Any child of any politician will 
find their father rather strange.” 


up of the councfl, which has 
started through the resigna- 
tion of several leading council- 
lors, has not been completed. 

Out on the stump. Mr Swan 
drops into a group of women 
who live in terraced housing op- 
pofflte a development site. They 
have complained about not re- 
ceiving any information as road- 
works and shops appeared 
opposite them, with no warning. 

Two of them. Headier Wilson 
and Susan Arksey, have been 
badgering the council for two 
years but their letters get lost or 
they receive patronising replies. 
Mrs Wilson said: “We started 
taking in our letters to the 
council to make sure they got 
there, but they refused to give 
us a. receipt for them.” 

In the market in Thom, one 
of the small towns which make 
up much of the Doncaster 
North constituency, Mr Swan is 



Rendel: ‘Strange’ schooling 

Mr Rendel is defending a 
22,000 by-election majority, but 
his scat could be vulnerable to 
his Conservative challenger be- 
cause of the boundary changes. 

The headmaster of Eton kept 
his own counsel about the 
comments of the school’s for- 
mer pupil. 

Later Mr Ashdown spoke in 
an “open circle" in Bath on ed- 
ucation attended by teachers, 
lecturers, students and parents. 
Of the 23 guests who attended 
the meeting to give their views 
and hear those of Mr Ash- 
down, not one spoke in favour 
of selection at schools. 

Asked what they would do if 
they could make one decision 
as Secretary of State for Edu- 
cation, many supported a re- 
duction in class sizes. 

The Liberal Democrat leader 
told the meeting that although 
all three parties claimed to em- 
phasise education, the Conser- 
vatives had only devoted one 
press conference to the subject 


« The Independent is on the World Wide 
Web at fasl with a general election 
web site run jointly with Virgin. 

lrideperatent/Virgln Election ’97 
is a highly interactive site, Intended, 
above all else, to encourage Informed 
debate. 

ft cuts through the mass of facts and 
aWSiSiSt*. 1 * » a figures that make up everyone else's ’ 

election “coverage" on the web • 
to expose the issues that really matter to Intelligent 
discussion. . 

To join us, key fn the following location: 
http://www.vlrgin.net/independeirt97/ 


greeted by supporters. He has 
become a repository for all 
complaints about the council 
but there is, too, deep embar- 
rassment about Donnygate. 

“I've seen these councillors 
plotting in the local dub.. 
They’re like a coven of male 
witches,” says Rank Dallas, a 
pensioner, who is angry about 
recent figures showing some 
councillors getting more than 
£20,000 a year in expenses. 

Yet, local Tories are surpris- 
ingly uninterested in exploiting 
the scandal Peter Keoneriey, a 
candidate from Central Office 
casting - a City lawyer and 
Wandsworth councillor - reck- 
ons that Doncaster people will 
not react well to an outsider 
raising local sleaze: "This is still 
the people’s republic of South 
Yorkshire: People are very de- 
pendent on the council and 
don’t dare criticise it.” 
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done a celebrity trawWun- .... J the media flock would do 
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posals on education, and yet WSV 06 dialogued ***** 

anothCT hugely successful mid- Tj m tious behef on tire partof the 

dle-aged woman -this time to W ll.fl mfl DGOplC Candidates office in his ca- 

back the plans for health chibs ; pacify to _ affect the sudden 

for alL Bobby was getting starling-like wheeling and 

rattier fond of these confident matrons, whose changes of direction that thesegreganous an- 


caparity to sell jojoba oil and sex advice to the 
women of Britain bad emboldened them to 
go on to public platforms and speak earnest- 
ly about the pofiticsfepirituality interface. 
One had fallen for the Candidate because of 
the way in which he “dialogued” with people. 

But the fairy on the Christmas tree was a 
special guest appearance from the world-fa- 
mous Oscar-winning film director, whose last 
speech had been the one in which he had ac- 
cepted all those awards on that vast stage in 
California. When the director had come to the 
rostrum, Bobby had half expected to be menr 
tioned in a long list of those to be thanked for 
this wonderful success - “and, finally, to my 


trank exhibited from time to time. But it was 
never as simple as that Sudden moods would 
arise, unforeseen mistakes would be made. 
Only last ni gh t, in middle of his moment of 
passion, the untexted Candidate (usually a 
model of precision) had got his lines mixed 
up, and had inadvertently watered down one 
of the few commitments the party actually had. 
It had taken 10 hours to sort things out. 

But he was relatively happy now, and able 
at leisure to reflect on two things he had nev- 
er before noticed.. The first was that Mr 
Brown's arms were rather short The second 
was that the campaign was rather long. Then 
his bleep went off. 


Millbank tendency gives 
words whole new meaning 


Fran Abrams 

Ral'rtical Correspondent 

Labour’s Millbank tendency 
have done it again. Now they are 
even tinkering with the English 
language. . 

Not content with rewriting 
their party's constitution ana 
many of its policies, Tony Blair’s 
aides have now turned their 
attentions to rewriting the 
political lexicon. 

Responding to the findings of 
focus groups. Labour is in- 
creasingly controlling the lan- 
guage its candidates use. Using 
a strategy designed both to 
reassure and to enthuse voters, 
the party is developing a whole 
new lexicon of its own. 

Even on the campaign trail 
would-be MPs regularly ring 
their party’s communications 
headquarters in London to 
check the “line" on a particu- 
lar topic. 

Sentences containing words 
such as “strong”, “opportunity”, 
and “challenge” often result 
from these conversations. 

“Millennium” is a very new 

Labour word, too. It conveys 
both the excitement of a new era 
and the certainty of 1,000 years 
of histoiy. 

The Independent’s database 
shows 55 instances of Tony 
Blair's name being mentioned 
in the same article as Lhe word 
since the election campaign 
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conservativ. ~ They all say education is 
top of their agenda. 

1JbOT ' D ” no ” ,, l I But they want your vote. 

Our passion for education isn’t confined 

to a manifesto. ASSOCIATION OF TEACHERS AND LECTURERS 

■ . To receive details ofATL’s ‘new dear for 
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New Labour 




fourth 

MBiemiim iT:. ? ; 






- CBbsSri: -j. 




l\foc 

y<Mngy::i/ 

'dew.':- 

S£a&e6o/cter 

CqnSdeme 

Contract 

.Rawarti^;v.- 




n P^prt:^~V} 


WrBu^JfyadiongP: 


Desire c; 


l;.; 




Si - state ~ 


began, while John Major comes 
up just 34 times in the same con- 
text. Likewise “regenerate", 
“vision” and “destiny.” 

New Labour is clearly keen 
to portray itself as a party full 
of young, vigorous politicians 
but not to let any hint of inex- 
perience slip through, 

Tony Blair has been con- 
nected with the word "young" 
471 times since the election 
campaign began, while John 
Major has had just 379 links. Mr 
Blair and the word “modern” 
have been paired 169 times, 
while the Prime Minister and 
the same word have been 
paired only 124 times. 

Passion, too, is the territory 


of Labour in the 1997 campaign. 
Mr Blair and passion have been 
mentioned together 45 times, 
while Mr Major has docked up 
just 22 mentions. 

“Stakeholder society,” once 
a key phrase for Tony Blair, 
seems to have taken a dive dur- 
ing the election campaign. It ap- 
pears the focus groups may 
have reported vagueness on 
what the phrase actually meant. 

The Conservatives' language 
has a dual message, too. They 
aim to spread fear about what 
a Labour government might 
mean, and they want to press 
home the message that Britain 
is already a safe, comfortable 
place to live. 


Conservative 

Labour 

Liberal Democrat 
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Tory words on a Labour 
future include “danger", “drift", 
“conflict” and “surrender", 
while “our great nation”, 
“booming” and “you can only 
be sure” help to reassure. 

Meanwhile, "sovereignty” 
and “nation state" are making 
a shaky bid for prevalence in the 
light of the party's debate over 
Europe. 

John Underwood, the former 
director of communications for 
the Labour Party and now a 
senior partner in Clear Com- 
munications, does not believe 
the development of such a po- 
litical patois is surprising. 

What is new is the way the 
words are chosen to appeal 10 
about 250,000 “switchers and 
squeezers" in key marginal 
scats, he says. 

“There’s a micro-campaign 
being waged in pursuit of these 
quarter of a million people. This 
language is designed for them,” 
Mr Underwood said. 

Austin Mitchell the Labour 
MP for Great Grimsby, is not 
impressed with the gale of 
paper which blows out of his fax 
machine every day with 
instructions. 

“What I want is ideas for 
issues to put over and answers 
to the kind of questions that 
come from the electors. This is 
just endless regurgitation of 
the leadership’s speeches." Mr 
Mitchell said. 
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Stephen Goodwin reports on the tussle for votes in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland 
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Food for thought: Charles Kennedy, Liberal-Democrat MP for Ross, Skye and Inverness, enjoying a tea and scone break on the campaign trail 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Kennedy fights for his northern life 


Hie notion of a Highlands and 
Islands group of Labour MPs 
wielding a kind of crofters' 
block vote at Westminster 
sounds at first like revolution- 


scribed as “Highland”, though 
it does include the Isle of Ar- 
ran. He is, however, a driving 
force behind the group, a 
founder of Skye’s Highland 


ary talk brought on by too Free Press, who could bea voice 
many single malts downed in in a Labour cabinet. 


front of a peat fire. _ “There has always been a dis- 

But perhaps not. Labour tinctive Highland agenda -land 
candidates in the west of Scot- ownership and transport are the 
land believe this election offers main issues -but it is very rare 
the best opportunity for for us to hm« an opportunity to 
decades of reviving the home- push it to national promi- 
grown radical movement which rtence,” Mr Wilson said • 
grew out of the crofterupmings . The last dine the Highlands' 
of the 1880s. Now, as then, land had two Labour MPs and their, 
reform would re top of its ‘ own party in office, the big 
agenda. spending Highland and Islands 

■Rvo of the putative group are Devekrament Board w* 
defending seats held in the last There has been no con 
Parliament; Calnm Macdonald initiative since, 
in the Western Isles and Brian The three other p 

Wilson, Labour's campaign co- group members are in 
ordinator. Democrat constiii 

bring south of the Clyde, Mr James Hendry, an Invei 
Wilson's Cunninghame North licit or, probably stan 
constituency couJd hardly be de- chance. He is upagamsl 


There has been no comparable 
initiative since. 

The three other potential 
group members are in Liberal 
Democrat constituencies. 
James Hendry, an Inverness so- 
licitor, probably stands least 
chance. He is up against the vet- 


eran Bob Maclean an in Caith- 
ness, Sutherland, and Easter 
Ross, though interestingly when 
Mr Madennan won the seat in 
1966 it was for Labour. He 
switched to the SDP in the 
1980s. 

Then there is David Stewart, 
a social worker and councillor 
in “too-dose-to-calT Inverness 
East, Nairn and Locfaaber. The 
retirement of Sir Russell John- 
ston has left the seat a four-way 
marginal op paper but most 
pundits think the. SNP’s Fergus 
Ewing, solicitor sou of Winnie 
“Madame Ecosse” Ewing, is 
edging ahead. 

Most Labour hopes are 
pinned on Donnie Munro, front 
man for the Gaelic rock band 
Runrig, who Is challenging 
Charles Kennedy in Ross, Skye 
and Inverness West 

Boundary changes have cost 
Mr Kennedy natural voters in 
East Ross and added Labour 


wards in Inverness, the SNP’s 
Margaret Paterson is likely to 
pick up votes in her home area 
of Dingwall, and there are ma- 
licious whispers that after 14 
years as an engaging television 
star for a party unlikely to gain 
power he might prefer to con- 
centrate on broadcasting His 
dismissal of the rumour is un- 
printable, nevertheless he does 
not seem convinced by the “Oh 
you'll be okay” confidence he 
hears on doorsteps. 

Mr Munro is not only a na- 
tive of Skye, with nearly a quar- 
ter of the sear's 56,000 voters, 
but has cult status among the 
young right across Scotland. 
Some 50,000 watched the band ! 
at an open air concert by Loch | 
Lomond in 1991. 

Watching him argue Labour's 
case at cottage doors on the is- 
land of Raasay, off Skye, in his 
black coat and boots, he looks 
Eke an Amish preacher come to , 


call. His message certainly has 
a religious fervour. 

Just as he believes Runrig's 
music has given Gaeldom a 
greater cultural confidence, 
now, aged 42, he wants to help 
empower the Islands and High- 
lands politically. 

“We have been in a backwa- 
ter politically for too long. The 
liberals may appear inoffensive 
and quasi-independent but over 
30 years they have proved ut- 
terly ineffectual,'' he said. 

Pot inspiration, Mr Munro 
had only to look across the 


Sound of Raasay to Braes, on 
Skye, where a memorial com- 
memorates the last battle 
fought on British sod. 

In 1882 crofters incensed by 
rents fought a pitched battle 
with a squad of sheriff's men. 
Several people were impris- 
oned and fined at Inverness. Bui 
though the battle was lost, the 
campaign was a success. 
Crofters secured rights of 
tenure and for a time elected 
their own MPs - a piece of 
misty-eyed history which just 
might repeat itself. 


projects would be set up by a 
Labour government. Tony Blair 
said yesterday. 

The Labour leader joked that 
while his party could not guar- 
antee that people would win the 
lottery, he would guarantee that 
their money went to the causes 
they really cared about. 

He told an election press con- 
ference that the fund would be 
created from the proceeds of 
the current National Lottery 
mid-week draw over five years, 
and would be used to pay for 
new projects that fell outside 
services normally financed by 
taxation- “It will not substitute 
for what the taxpayer does," he 
said. “It will add to what peo- 
ple get" 

But Virginia Bottom! ey. Sec- 
retary of State for National 
Heritage, claimed that the 
Labour scheme would threaten 
the success of the National 
Lottery, increase bureaucracy 
and undermine the concept 
that it should only fund projects 
additional to those already met 
by centra] government. 

“Labour pledge the same 
money over and over again to 
different projects," she said. 
“The only clear thing is that 
their figures do not add up and 
it would all end in tears." 

Illustrating the type of pro- 
jects that would benefit, Mr 
Blair said some of the cash 
would be used to make sure that 
teachers had the skills to deal 
with computers in the class- 
room; finance children's after- 
school learning programmes; 
and set up health living centres. 
Labour was also planning to 
use the “People's Lottery" fond 
to finance a national talent en- 
dowment scheme for science, 


technology and the arts, festering 
new talent for the future. The en- 
dowment scheme, supported 
at the press conference by 
Rachel Penman, Oscar-win- 
ning composer of the music for 
the film Emma, and Anthony 
Minghella, director of the Os- 
car-winning film The Engfish fti- 
tienL, could be earning copj right 
revenues by 2001. 

Miriam Stoppard, the writer 
and broadcaster, backed the 
plans for healfhy-irving cen- 
tres; a network offering fitness 
checks and routines, ana advice 
on diet and health, located in 
high streets, shopping centres 
and leisure centres. 

Labour's national heritage 
spokesman. Jack Cunningham, 
said: “The lottery is very effec- 
tive at raising cash, but people 
believe more of it should go to 
the things they think are im- 
portant and which make a real 
difference to their lives. 

“If the benefits are to be fol- 
ly realised there must be a new. 
better approach to the alloca- 
tion of the funds. Wc must en- 
sure a more effective and 
equitable system for lottery 
awards. Awards such as £13m 
for the Churchfil papers and fi- 
nancial support for Eton 
College caused public outrage." 

JDr Cunningham also said 
that there were enormous re- 
gional disparities in the alloca- 
tion of lottery money, and, 
under Labour, existing binding 
bodies would be expected to 
demonstrate commitment to a 
geographically-fair distribution. 

Existing rules worked against 
less prosperous areas and com- 
munities, he said. They would 
be made more flexible and 
Labour would also set up 
“Community Chests" across 
the country, enabling more 
people at a local level to influ- 
ence the distribution and 
allocation of funds. 


AROUND THE REGIONS 

Boom town 
that remains 
an important 


Northampton is one of the 

towns which, the Conserva- _ - 
lives would argue, bads then- 
slogan Britain is Booming, 
but that might not be enough 
to woo the voters on 1 May. 

Economically, Northamp- 
ton is reaping the benefits of 
its central geographical posi- 
tion with the growth of distri- 
bution warehouses and light 
industry and lower than aver- 
age unemployment. 

But Labour controls both 
the borough and, at least un- 
til 1 May, the county: council 
the town has high packets of 
unemployment and an eslj" 
mated 75,000 people are de- 
pendant on Job Seekers 
Allowances or Income Sup- 
port in the county- . 

Northampton Norm is a 
key marginal for the Labour 
Party with their candidate, 
Sally Kecbie, Deeding a 
per cent swing to take it fro® 
out-spoken Conservative can- 
didate Tdny Marlow. . 

The contest is tougher in 
Northampton South, where 

the Ctmservaih-es Michael 

Morris has a 16,000 wj# 
Although that majority has 
suffcrcowith the boundary 
changes. Labour’s Tony 

ed 12.7 per cent swing to 

The town has had 

-of presidential-style vua<s.° ne 


' wLHDOur iraiK* * — / — 
WhOc their Conservative 
• equivalents have stayed stent 
*lh»fenbt a sujp^ 

Marlow, one of the eight Tory 


MPS who had the whip re- 
moved and whose election lit- 
erature comes out firmly 
against a angle currency. But 
in spite of; or perhaps be- 
cause of, all the politicking 
and the recent visits, voters in 
the town are bemused by the 
General Election. 

Voter Karla Dearsley, 41. 
said: “There are lots of issues, 
but they (the politicians) are 
not really addressing them, 
are they? Things like employ- 
ment, the welfare state, pen- 
sions. They .seem more • 
interested in saying what the 
other people would do if they 
got the chance than what they 
would da There are.no per- ' 
sonalities that 1 particularly 
warm to either but my fear is' ~ 
that John Major might get . 
people's sympathy because 
they think, poor chap, his par-, 
ty is being rotten to him." 

Her views are echoed by 
Cameron Wood, who was. IS : 
when the Tbries were elected : 
to power in 1979.**Tm not re- 
ally sure w bat I'm goingto do 
yet," he said. i. ", , 

“The issue for me is that I 
bought a bouse in 1989 and I 
have seen huge mortgage and 
interest rises and I have nega- 
tive equity on my home and, 
for probably selfish reasons, ■ ■ 
my main fear © thatii w01 go 

up if Labour got in." 

TTie impression in . ' . 
Northampton, despite hard • ■ 
campaignin g from Labour, is 
that “don’t knows" still hold 

■ Susa. H«w 

of the Northampton Herald & Rtf 


Anti-gun lobby turns 
its fire on the Tories 

The anti-gun lobby will today throw its weight firmly against 
the Conservatives as the banning of handguns becomes a par- 
ty political issue. Ann Pfcaxston, of the Snowdrop Campaign, 
along with members of the Gun Control Network and rep- 
resentatives of the Labour and Liberal Democrat parties, will 
share a platform to. attack 7b ry views on firearms. 

The campaigners against handguns had initially sought to 
be apolitical as they attempted to bring about a ton in the 
wake of the Dunblane massacre. The change in stance 
follows a survey by the Gun Control Network of 
parliamentary candidates views on a total handgun ton. 

Gill Marsh all- Andrews, who chairs the group, said: “If it’s 
important to you that we make this country safer and ban 
all handguns, then don't vote Tbry." 

Meanwhile, Mrs Peaiston said that the Snowdrop 
Campaign, which played a major pan in bringing about 
tighter firearms legislation after Dunblane, would officially 
disband on the day of the election. Ian Burrell 

007 goes to SNP’s aide 

Realistic enough at least to know that letters from politicians 
gp straight in the bin, the Scottish National Party has sent to 

IdKwra overseas supporter, theMtor^eanConneiy. “Every- 
where I go in the world people want to know about Scotland 
and why we tolerate our affairs being run by someone else's 
government, 7 ’ says Mr Connery, a resident of Mmbella in Spain. 

Some 500,000 copies of the letter are being sent oul The 
66-year-old actor, a former James Bond whose visage peers 
from the page, says it is his “dearest wish to see Scotland 
free", but the Nationalists are keeping silent over whether 
he might join the campaign in person. Stephen Goodwin 

PM’s vow to Scots fishermen 


Mayday! Mayday! 

It’s too late. 
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John Major ^ 

firm agamstEurope until the problem of quota-hoppers had 
been resolved. He gave three pledges to Scotland's fishermen 
in a letter to Robert Allan, chief executive of the Scottish Ffefa- 
ennen’s Federation, during his campaign trip to the north east 
of Scotland. Meanwhile, Heruy McLeish, Labour’s Scottish 
campaign coordinator, daimedthat only his party could fight 
suaxsaultyfor the' reform of the European Common Agri- 
cultural Policy to help Scottish fanners. Sam Coates 

Bookies cut winning odds 

w illiam H31 has cut the odds on the lories forming a gov- 
ernment with an overall majority from 15/2 to 6/L while tile 
'odds on them being the largest singly, party have narrowed 
from 9 /2 to 7/2. Labour remains favourite, though its odds have 
lengthened from 1/8 to 1/6 to be the largest party and from 
■ 1/6 to 219 to whl an overall majority. 


Scottish fishermen that he would stand 
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Poll fever inspires new class 


Hnw i will VOTE: MICH AgL WINNjg 

In the real world 






Youth appeal: (left to right) Higgins (Lib Dem), Rollason (new Labour), Aers (old Labour) and Matheson (Tory) at the Durham Johnston school hustings 


How will you vote? 

For the first time in my life I am 
on-the undecided lisL 


Why? 

I am a natural Conservative 
voter j and 1 oppose the idea of 
too much state intocfacenceand 
central control But on the face 

of it we now have two Conserv- 
ative parties, cme led by Blair, 
one led ly Mfc|or. Blair's one 
may not him out to be as. Con- 
servative as it now appears, 
whereasMajart » so utterly di- 
vided it does not desera; a vote. 


I will, because i 
pathetic, like having my 
tionth of a per cent recorded 
There’s the added incentive 
that the polling station is in the 
Leyton House Museum, round 

the corner from my house. 
The/ve just put up a few owe 
pictures, so I may as well go and 
have a look at them. 


Which politicians do you 

aHmim? 


What issues affect die way 
that you will vote? 

If, as Clinton said, the econo- 
my is everything, then why 
should anyone throw oat Ma- 
jor? Whether he should be giv- 
en the credit, or whether it 
happened by accident, the 
country is in extraordinarily 


admire? . • . . 

Apart from Alan Clark for «us 
oddness, I also like Kenneth 



The greatest issue today, henw' 
ever, is Europe- But I don't think 
anybody knows what a future in 


Photograph; John Vbos 


ftifly.The Conservative Rirty are 
divided. It is undear what their 
policy is on Europe as they axe 
frightened to say if they have one. 
But I don’t think Tbny Blair is 
going to be so different. In the 
real world it’s very difficult to be 
different 
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Michael Winner: Wants more 
eccentrics in the Commons 


Young voters at Durham John- 
ston comprehensive school have 
a unique election opportunity 
many of their adult counterparts 
might welcome. 

Among the four candidates 
standing in this Durham com- 
prehensive mock-election are 
representatives of old and new 
Labour, battling it out with each 
other as well as with their Lib- 
eral Democrat and Tory rivals. 

The divisions so carefully 
plastered over at national lev- 
el broke apart at Durham John- 
ston when politics student Rosa 
Aers, 16, offered to stand for 
Labour only if she could stick 
to her Bennite principles and 
propose re-nationalisation, uni- 


Lucy Ward finds political passion stirring in the sixth-form 


lateral nuclear disarmament 
and a decent mi nimum wage. 

“We felt we ought also to 
have a speaker who was more 
representative of new- Labour 
thinking,** explains John Dun- 
ford, the head teacher, and 18- 
year-old Jonathan Rollason, a 
national debating champion. 


was roped in to fill the gap. 
New Labour's man. with 


New Labour's man, with his 
outsize red rose, suit and tie and 
winning oratory, was dearly bom 
for the hustings, but be s the only 
one of the four sixth formers liv- 
ing in a safe Labour seat who has 
no firm political convictions. 


lony Blair, who once lived 
within the school's catchment 
area, but who attended Durham 
Chorister prep school just across 
the city, could stiD win this wa- 
verer’s general-election vote, 
but so might Paddy Ashdown. 

Lib Dem candidate Rebecca 
Higgins, 17, is too young to vote 
for real but has supported her 
party “ever since I can remem- 
ber". At the lectern in front of 
230 attentive sixth-formers yes- 
terday, she urged: “If eveiyone 
who agreed with the Liberal De- 
mocrats voted for us we would 
have a chance." 


Claire Matheson, 17. admits 
that as a teenage Tory she is a 
rare find in the staunchly 
Labour North-East. “Only the 
Conservatives will offer oppor- 
tunities for all, including the 
chance of a good education and 
a job," she proclaimed, adept- 
ly brushing aside questions on 
party divisions over Europe. 

The mock election at Durham 
Johnston, one of more than 
3,600 schools nationwide to hold 
its own poll, has succeeded in 
stirring political passion in the 
classrooms where the national 
version has not, students say. 


The corridors are plastered 
with poster-slogans: “Ttoenty 
years ago the North-East had 
mines, now it has unemploy- 
ment,” says old Labour, while the 
lories take a break from nega- 
tive campaigning with “dynamic 

- the party and the candidate”. 
The hustings each morning 

this week have been lively, with 
candidates pinned down on 
Europe, tax and education, and 

- in a bold departure from tra- 
ditional political practice - at- 
tempting to answer questions. 

“The school can act as a 
counterweight to the national 


apathy and raise interest in the 
election,” says Mr Dunford. 

So, who from Durham John- 
ston would have won the key to 
Number 10? Jonathan romped 
home by a 25-vote margin over 
old Labour, and, bringing up the 
rear, was the valiant lory can- 
didate, Claire, with 27 votes. 

Third came Rebecca, who 
knows her party will not be gov- 
erning on2 May, and second was 
Rosa, aspiring Labour MP and 
self-confessed “school-commu- 
nist", who says it is politicians 
who behave like schoolchild- 
ren. "They bicker and fight like 
little boys in the playground. It 
is as if they have forgotten they 
are running the country.” 


How does IMng in Kensing- 
ton and Chelsea affect the 
way you vote? 

If it wasn’t for Alan Clark, Fd 
certainly be voting for Tbny 
Blair. I like Major and Blair 

berth personally. I think they are 
terribly decent, cheerful people. 
Blair must be given credit for 
tiie extraordinary transforma- 
tion he pulled off in the Labour 
Party. On the other hand, I also 
like Alan dark. The more ec- 
centrics we get in the House of 
Commons, the better, so I lean 
towards him as a human being. 

The bottom fine is that what- 
ever I vote in my constituency 
the outcome is as good as 
decided. So Fm voting purely 
for my own conscience. 


Clarke. I think he’s done a ter- 
rific job. I admire John Major 
and Tbny Blair, but I don’t 
think yon could get veiy excit- 
ed about any of the others. 


When did you first acquire an 
interest in politics? 

At school I voted for Cement 
Attlee. Tbgether with Thatcher, 


they were the great prime min- 
isters of this century. Thereafter 


1 remained a natural Conserva- 
tive, sometimes voting, some- 
times not So Fm not what could 
be called a dedicated Conserv- 
ative. K this time round I do vote 

for Labour and they then be- 
come extremely left-wing, I and 
many others will feel very lei 
down. If they do get voted m, it 
is because they are essentially wa- 
tered down Conservatives. 

Interview by Sam Coates 
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Spectacular 
rescue marked 
a triumph for 
months of 
meticulous 
planning 

a Christopher Bellamy 
j| and agencies 

Those who dared won. Ibesday 
night s assault on the Japanese 
ambassador’s residence m Tii^ a 
rescued 71 of 72 hostages and 
killed all 14 Tupac Amaru 
CMKIA) guerrillas holding 
them, including its best military 
commander, Nestor Cerpa, and 
two teenage women. The 
British SAS were not directly 
involved in the attack, but the 
operation had the hallmarks of 
toeir style. It was a huge polit- 
ical and military gamble, and 
came as a surprise to the 
hostage-takers. 

The Peruvian special 
probably advised, trained and 
equipped by the SAS, the US 
Delta Force and the German 
GSG9, achieved a spectacular 
success. -Surprise was assured 
because the hostage-takers had 
become used to a long standoff, 
and the moment when they 
would have expected an armed 
attack had passed. Such oper- 
ations also usually take place at 
night, dusk or damn. This one 
took place in mid-afternoon. 

The commando force that 
carried out the strike had re- 
hearsed the rescue. They took 
over an island near Tima and 
built a mock-up of the mansion. 
Television showed footage of 
commandos in masks training 
for a raid, blowing a hole in the 
roof of the repUca building, 
swinging open doors with their 
weapons ready and sliding 
down ropes. 

The crucial element of the 
plan was a tunnel dug under die 
reception hall in the residence, 
where a number of the guer- 
rillas had begun to play football 
regularly. That turned out to be 
their fatal mistake. The tunnel 
was vital for surveillance, be- 
cause the ambassador’s resi- 
dence was an isolated building, 
unlike the Iranian embassy in 
London, which the SAS 
stormed in 2980. In Lima the 
authorities had plans of the 
building and knew every venti- 
lation shaft, but to insert mi- 
crophones and cameras they 



Freedom ride: Peruvian special forces troops carrying away a hostage as the siege of the Japanese ambassador’s resid en ce in Lima ends 


had to get them there, which 
meant digging a tunneL The sur- 
veillance £ believed to haw been 
supervised by FBI experts. 

Daring the four-month siege 
the Tupac Amaru halted nego- 
tiations because, they said, they 
though t authorities were digging 
a tunn el. The authorities in- 
sisted it was £1 an invention" .But 
the guerrillas were right La ffe- 
pubaca said professional min- 
ers brought started the tunnel 
in January, working in shifts. Po- 
lice played martial music over 
huge speakers outside the res- 
idence to mask the sound of the 
digging. 

The operation was therefore 


a combination of medieval tun- 
nelling and hi-tech. 'With sur- 
veillance devices in place, the 
authorities were able to deter- 
mine exactiywhere the hostages 
were kept - and where the 
hostage-takers congregated. 

This and the fact that the 
hostage-takers had begun play- 
ing football on a regular baas 
gave the authorities an ideal op- 
portunity to strike, immohOis- 
ing perhaps half the 14 Tupac 
Amaru. Explosions under the 
area where the hostage-takers 
were playing appear to have 
been quite small - big explosions 
would have put the hostages at 
risk - but enough to confuse and 


disorient the bulk of the Tupac 
Amaru. Part of the 140-strong 
special-forces team, which had 
been hiding in a house behind 
the residence, then poured 
through the front gate and 
blasted open the front door of 
the residency, while another 
team attacked from the rear and 
a third moved up a fire escape 
cm to the roof - the hostages’ exit 
route from the building. 

The hostage-takers were 
probably shot on sight without 
any attempt being made to cap- 
ture them. Their main demand 
had been the release of 400 Tu- 
pac Amaru prisoners. The au- 
thorities did not want to add any 


more prisoners to that total, 
providing motivation for further 
hostage seizures. 

“It was absolutely brilliant" 
said Richard Ounerbuck. an 
expert on counter-terrorism . 
“It was classic in every way. Very 
good intelligence, very good 
planning, not rushing it” The 
hostages were alerted to the im- 
minent rescue -which partly ac- 
counts for the smooth 
evacuation and the loss of only 
one of 72 hostages. 

When a fellow-hostage sidled 
up to Juan Julio Wicht to warn 
him they were about to be 
freed, the Jesuit thought it was 
just another joke to ease the ten- 


sion. “I was sitting there and 
they came up to me and said: 
‘They’re going to free us in a few 
minutes. Stay calm*," he said 
yesterday. 

“So I thought it was 3 joke, 
because we made lots of black 
jokes.” The similarity with oth- 
er anti-terrorist operations and 
past Peruvian contacts with the 
British suggest the SAS and oth- 
er security experts were in- 
volved in planning the 
operation, thoueb they did not 
take part directly. 

Elite Peruvian police learned 
how to rescue hostages and 
Irih terrorists during secretive 
training in the United States at 


Photograph: Reuters 


the start of the 126-day stand- 
off, an American instructor 
said yesterday. Six members of 
the Hereford-based SAS - four 
soldiers and two officers - plus 
three experts from the Metro- 
politan Police flew to Lima 
shortly after the hostages were 
taken. There are reports that 
secret monitoring, surveillance 
and signals equipment - in- 
cluding probably microphones 
and “pinhead" cameras - was 
flown to Peru as diplomatic 
baggage. In addition, the RAF 
flew weapons, stun grenades 
and explosives to the US. They 
were then flown on to Peru by 
the US Delta Force. 


Reactions to 
the drama 


“1 was sitting there and 
they came up to me and 
said: ‘They're going to 
free us in a few minutes. 
Stay calm’. So t thought 
It was a joke, because we 
made lots of black jokes.” 
Jesuit priest Juan Luis 
Wicht, who turned down 
a chance lor freedom 
with 225 

released in Deceml 

"We were so absorbed in 
ending the game, so into 
It, that we only realised 
what was going on when 
it was obvious [the 
troops] were coming In." 
Luis Chang Ching, a 
Peruvian congressman, 
who was playing chess 
with Father Wicht when 
the rescue bid began. 

“Everything that has hap- 
pened seems unreal to 
me. But I am proud of my 
son as he has died giving 
his blood, his life for his 
comrades” 

The mother of rebel 
leader Nestor Cerpa, who 
dad during the rescue 

“I thought for sure he 
would be one of the dead, 
especially when all those 
bombs went off ... He 
looked scared, but he 
appeared happy to be 
alive and free. Everyone 
was crying." 

Fernando Bobbie, 60. 
the brother of General 
Guillermo Bobbio 
Zevallos, who spotted his 
brother as he watched 
TV at home in New York. 

“it was amazing to stage 
a raid litre that in the 
middle of the day ... The 
Japanese do things 
much differently.” 

Haruhiko Nakap, a 
Tokyo businessman 

“Everything went fine. 
Everybody is applaud- 
ing. If things had gone 
badly they would have 
called him Irresponsible” 
Argentine President 
Carlos Menem 

Compiled by 
James Harrison 



reaps 
dividend 


Colin Hardng 


President Alberto Fujimori ran 
an enormous risk, when he or- 
dered the storming of the am- 
bassador’s residence without 
Informing his Japanese coun- 
terpart, when the resolve of the 
Movhnento Revolutionary TU- 
pac Amaru (MKEA) guerrillas 
Inside the budding appeared to 
be weakening. 

The reasons for the Presi- 
dent's decision may have had as 
much to do with political as with 
strategic considerations. Mr 
Fujimori's popularity, which 
had been built on his success in 
pacifying a country tom by a vir- 
tual civil war since the early 
Eighties, had begun to wane 
since the new year. His per-, 
ceived weakness in fathpg to 
bring about a swift resolution of 

the hostage crisis was one of the 

feet ore behind the Presidents 
declining prestige. , _ 

But there were other, perhaps 
more significant, reasons. A 
spiralling crime rate and evi- 
dence of vicious infighting and 
corruption within the security 
forces added to the impression 
that the authoritarian Mr Fuji- 
mori was losing his grip on irn 

government, which depends 
heavily on the backing of the 
aimed forces. , 

The military, who came pao- 

iy out of a brief war djktoj; 
booting Ecuador in 199^, had 
become embroiled in Mcusa- 
tions of torturing and disap- 
pearing” alleged enemies or 



. A Tokyo bwrinessman reading the news Photograph: AFP 


the state. Evidence also mount- 
ed that the President's- closest 
adviser had accumulated large, 
unexplained amounts of mon- 
ey while earning only a modest 
government salary. 

So both Mr D^hndri and the 
military 'barfly needed -a dra- 
matic success tb- restore their 


„ je scene was set, a few days 
before the assault on toe am- 
bassador’s residence, when two 
senior generals were suddenly 
replaced as minister of the in- 
terior and as na t ional police 
diief. Their removal seems to 
have been part of a compromise 


deal between warring factions 
inside the government and the 
mflitaxy. It also cleared the way 
for a military solution to toe 
hostage crisis, for which police 
inefficiency was blamed. 

Nobody in Peru has dared to 
suggest that the President 
should have persevered a little 
longer with attempts to 'nego- 
tiate a settlement. Even the op- 
position [»rties agree that Mr 
D^mori was left with no choice 
because of the intransigence of 
the MRJA guerrillas. Tbc lat- 
ter had recently reduced their 
demand for the release of more 
than 400 jailed comrades to 


Japan pays 



Mdrard Uoyd Parry 

“How can anyone critmise^' 

ident Fujimori?" asked Rpjaro 


nasamaoiu, tut ^ - 

Minister, a few hours after the 
news broke of toe end***® 
IJnttstere. “It few* important 
whetoerVi had 
edge of the move. The unpOT 
M.ffoiis that toe hostages 

were freed.” „ 

Inttadrciimsttnces,iwcoe 

taJaanisIDceNtoaS?*™* 

tos^But President Fujunons. 

decision to send in bis jridHB 
isutoerafo without so ® ucn " 
aU w Tbkyo. was 


taught with risks -not just to . sandsof its people, including il 
the hostages, butto the crucial 'prestf^J&re than 96 bfflio 
relationship between Peru and 

japan. In toe end, Mr Hatoimo- 

tocan shrugoff the digit (foa. 

phone conversation witfrMr Fu- 
jimori, he expre^d*Tegr^^ 
not being warned, but touted 
the ftesraenf«nyt*®yX Bm n toe 


iese hostages had been 
icmed the foundation and out- 
age could have bad long-last- 

than 

iust a rich trading parser 

&gestfore^bffl<^^ 

the ancestral home of toon- 


yen (£500m) of development 
loans are tied up in Peru, whose 
to Japan were worth 

; in 1995. 

.The Japanese Prime Minis- 
ter also had much at stoke. In 
25 months in power, Mr 
Hashnnoro has. cultivated a 
and dynamic image. But 
Ihe^apanese public reacts bad- 
ly to the deaths of Japanese na- 
mniik overseas,- and in the 
l970sTbkyo acquired a repu- 
tation for being soft on terror- 
ism after a .sequence of 
humiliating pay-offs. 


about 20. None the less, Mr 
Fujimori's decision to end neg- 
otiations has not been ques- 
tioned, and all sides joined in 
applauding toe skzll and brav- 
ery of the 148 commandos who 
carried out toe rescue. 

The MKIA representative in 
Europe has warned of dire ret- 
ribution for the bloody out- 
come of toe embassy siege. But 
it is doubtful whether the MKEA 
has toe capacity to do much 
more than make a nuisance of 
itself, Perhaps one column of 200 
fighters is still operating in the 
jungles beyond toe Andes. But 
toe movement's leader, Victor 
Polay Campos, remains in 
prison, and its most experienced 
military commander, Nestor 
Cerpa, died in the smoke and din 
of toe Japanese residence. 

Mr Fujimori’s long-standing 
claim that the two left-wing in- 
surgencies that almost brought 
Peru to its knees a. few years ago 
are finished, may now be ap- 
proaching the truth. The fun- 
damentalist Maoists of the 
Shining Path movement have 
never recovered from the cap- 
ture of their founder and ide- 
ologue. Abimael Guzman (abas 
Chairman Goozalo), in Sep- 
tember 1992. Until that point 
they appeared to be heading for 
military victory, but they are 
now split and demoralis ed. 

It is hard to see the MKD4, 
always a much less formidable 
and ideologically committed 
organisation than Shining Path, 
avoiding a similar decline. 


move 


. Throughout the crisis, Mr 
Hashimoto steered a delicate 
line - publicly ruling out any 
compromise, but bringing in- 
tense diplomatic pressure on 
Peru to avoid violence. Mr Fu- 
jimori’s decision to ignore this 
injunction was a huge gamble - 
if Japanese blood Had flowed, 
the oulcry would have virtually 
conqjeDsd Mr Hashimoto to be- 
have with visible toughness to- 
wards Fein. 

As it is, Mr Fujimori chose to 
take full responsibility and be 
reaps toe credit The glory re- 
flected upon Mr Hashimoto 
will be very dim indeed. • 
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EMU membership: European Commission says 13 countries, including Britain, will make the grade 

Italy foils first 
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test to join 
single currency 
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Sarah Heim 

Brussels 

The European Commission 
yesterday declared Italy unfit to 
join the single currenqr, based 
on present economic forecasts, 
ranging sparks to fly in Brussels 
and creating political ructions 
in Rome. 

The row over Italy's failure 
so far to make the Euro-grade 
gave a foretaste of the bitter 
divisions which will break out 
across Europe when the final 
rulings on which countries 
qualify to join the single 
currency are made next year. 

Prior to release of the data, 
the Italian government, headed 
by Romano Prodi, who has 
staked his future on bringing 
Italy into the single currency at 
the launch, was widely reported 
to have exerted pressure oa the 
Commission to alter the figures. 
Emma Bonin o, the Italian com- 
missioner for consumer affairs, 
protested vigorously over the 
Commission s findings. 

On other fronts, however, the 
Commission's outlook was 
suprisingty optimistic. Figures 
showed lhai a total of 13 coun- 
tries - including Germany, 
France, Britain ana Spain - will 
meet the key economic test, 
which requires countries cn bring 

their public deficits down to 3 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
This was many more than 
indicated by separate forecasts 
yesterday from the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund. In its 


view, seen as far more realistic 
by the financial markets, 
France, Germany, the UK and 
Spain wiD also just miss the 3 per 
cent targeL 

There is slower progress on 
the reduction of debt in the 
Commission's forecast, but it 
clearly believes its op timis tic 
new growth forecast of 2.4 per 
cent for this year will help most 
countries turn the comer. 

Both Spain and Portugal are 
also expected to make the 
grade, although many analysts 
predict that it would be politi- 
cally impossible for Europe to 
refuse entry to Italy, a founder 
member, while accepting Spain 
and Portugal 

Yesterday’s Commission 
figures were awaited with 
unprecedented interest as the 
deadline for decision-time on 
economic and monetary union 
draws nearer. Decisions on 
which countries qualify wDJ be 
based on economic figures for 
this year, and will be made at a 
special council by heads of state 
and government in May next 
year, ahead of the launch on 
January 1st 1999. 

Britain, which is expected to 
have brought its deficit down to 
29 per cent of GDP this year, 
is now highly likely to qualify, 
unless other states continue to 
insist that the requirement to be 
part of the exchange rate mech- 
anism be strictly enforced. 

During the increasingly 
Euro-sceptic debate character- 
ising the British election cam- 


paign, both main parties argue 
that Britain must continue to 
“wait and see" before deciding 
whether to join EMU ax the 
launch, giving the electorate the 
impression thar decision-time 
for Britain still lies some way off. 

However, as yesterday’s 
announcement in Brussels re- 
affirmed, most ocher member 
states are already lining up at 
the starting gate. 

Under tbs Maastricht Treaty, 
Britain must notify its partners 
of whether it wishes to be con- 
sidered for membership of the 
EMU by the end of this year. 

Any suggestion that Europe is 
“fudging" the convergence 
criteria m the final months will 
be seized on by British Euro- 
sceptics as further grounds to stay 
outside and wiD also spur conflict 
between other member states. 

Yesterday Yves Thibault de 
Silguy, the economic commis- 
sioner, rejected suggestions that 
there baa been any “tinke ring 
or trading" with the figures, and 
presented bis experts’ findings 
as proof that Europe was now 
“well on the road" to the EMU 
launch. 

However, supsirions about 
the way the Commmissiou has 
calculated its forcasts re main. 
Yesterday Mr de Silguy was 
challenged to justify how the 
Commission could have 
produced such a long list of 
qualifiers, in view of more 
cautious economic forecasts, 
from other expert bodies. 

IMF world forecast, page 21 
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Milanese opulence: To prosperous northerners, the news that Italy is last hi the race to qualify for EMU is humiliating 

Euro-rebuke wounds Prodi’s pride 


Andrew Gumbel 

Rome 

There could have been no dear- 
er sign of the helplessness of the 
Italian government: when the 
European Commission an- 
nounced yesterday that Italy was 
at the bottom of the class of 
countries hoping to qualify for 
the single European currency, 
scarcely anyone had the 
strength to sound indignant. 


Qualifying for monetary 
union on time has been the pol- 
icy backbone of Romano Pro- 
di’s government, and failure 
will almost certainly spell its 
downfall. But yesterday the 
politicians could barely put a 
brave public face on the Com- 
mission’s conclusions. Only Mr 
Prodi had the courage to call 
them “incomprehensible". 
The financial markets barely 
reacted. 
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According .to the Commis- 
sion’s calculations, Italy will be 
dose but not dose enough to 
the 3-per-cent defich-to-Gross- 
Domestic-Product ratio stipu- 
lated by the Maastricht treaty 
by the end of this year. It is then 
set to slide backwards towards 
a ratio of 3.9 per cent in 1998. 

The Commission report did 
not rule out Italy’s chances, but 
it made dear that further deep 
structural changes in the econ- 
omy would be necessary to put 
the country back in the running. 

The report was a stinging as- 
sault to Italy’s pride. It is hard- 
ly flattering for a G7 country to 
be relegated below Spain and 
Portugal and left floundering 
just above Greece in the Euro- 
pean pecking order. 

The writing has been on the 
wall for some time. Because of 
the byzantine and contradicto- 
ry architecture of Italy’s gov- 
erning coalition, last month’s 


mini -budget completely foiled 
to deliver (he austerity medicine 
that was needed, resorting 
instead to statistical manipula- 
tions that fooled nobody. 

The same political difficulties 
almost scuppered the Italian-led 
intervention force which is now 
in' Albania - an operation in- 
tended to boost Italy's interna- 
tional credibility but which has 
turned into banana-skin hell 

The latest slip-up was a 
cruel but accurate Illustration of 
the government’s general dfc- 
comfort: the Italian flagship, the 
Vittorio Veneto , spent all of 
TUesday and part of yesterday 
stuck on a windswept sand- 
bank outside che port of Vlora. 

Mr ProdTs only chance of sur- 
vival is to undertake a massive 
reform of the bloated inefficient 
welfare state by the end of the 
year. His government is willing, 
but the party on which he de- 
pends for his majority in the 


lower house of parliament, 
Rifondazkme Comunis ta, op- 
poses any cuts in public spend- 
ing in the name of monetary 
union. 

Two likely scenarios present 
themselves. According to the 
first, the impasse continues, 
Italy is left out of Europe and 
the government falls. Accord- 
ing to the second, the Prodi gov- 
ernment draws up a welfare 
reform programme. Rifon- 
dazione votes against and a 
crisis looms. The centre-right 
opposition then comes to the 
rescue, offers to vote for the wel- 
fare reform package but insists 
on the government's resignation 
as the price. 

Either way, Mr Prodi's days 
are numbered Whether Itafy's 
prospects in Europe can he 
salvaged while his supporters set 
about the task of dumping him 
remains to be seen. 

reading article, page 17 
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Patrick Cockbum 

It was a tense meeting. Earlier 

tKw UMr Y T i 


family - the inner core of his 
regime - around the hospital 
bedside of Uday, his eldest son, 
paralysed by a huDet in the spine 
after an assassination attempt 
last December. 

Iraqi tedder told his rel- 
ativrawho had come to the Ibn 
Sinn hospital that their “craving 
for people’s property" bad be- 
come the talk- of Iraq. He said 
their behaviour was damaging 
. him and his regime. Pointing to 
Ali Hassan al-Majid, a cousin of 
the Iraqi leader famous for his 
brutality, the President said he 
had “played an important role 
in prompting me to make the 
decision to enter Kuwait." And 
once installed as governor of 
Iraq’s new, 19th province, in 
1990, he said: “You looted half 
the valuables looted in Kuwait* 1 . 
He reminded Ali Hassan he was 
once “a driver in Kirkuk". 

Others got an equally rough 
ride. Half-brother Sab'awi was 
meant to be a director of the se- 
curity services but “he goes to 
his office at 11am, half asleep”. 
Jj) President Saddam utters vague 

■ threats against his other half- 

brother Barzan, Iraq’s ambas- 


sador in Geneva since 1988. say- 
ing: “I should not have left him 
all this time.** Even Uday, fac- 
ing a dangerous operation to re- 
move the bullets m his body, is 
asked: “Are you a politician, a 
trader, a people’s leader or a 
playboy?" 

The transcript of the meeting 
was first published by the Lon- 
don-based magazine ol-Wasat 
and has become the subject of 
intense discussion among Iraqi 
opponents of the regime. Who 
leaked the document, and why? 
President Saddam himself is the 
most likely culprit. His criticisms 
seem carefully scripted to show 
many of the nastier episodesin 
Iraq’s recent history were not, 
as had been imagined, the fault 
of Saddam Hussein hims elf, 
but of his greedy relatives. 

For instance, Gen Omar al- 
Hazaa, a member of the Iraqi 
leader's dan known for his de- 
nunciations of the regime when 
in his cups at the officers club 
in Baghdad, was executed in 
1990. Saddam Hussein was 
blamed. But this toms out to 
have been unfair. Addressing 
Ali Hassan al-Majid, the Iraqi 
leader says: “It was you and 
Husein Kamel [another son-in- 
law murdered last year when he 
unwisely returned to Baghdad 
from exile in Amman] who 



GoWfingen A lavishly dressed Uday recovering after his operation in the Ibn 5ina hospital in Baghdad Photograph: AP 


caused me to execute Omar al- 
Hazaaand his sons". It was they 
who had the. house of Gen 
Hazaa in Baghdad demolished 
by a bulldozer. 

On the face of it, the Iraqi 
leader is past rehab flitatioa. 
So what good will It do him? 
The Plneadent may not know the 
extent to which he has entered 
Western demonology. A Pales- 
tinian leader who met him be- 
fore the Gutf TOir discovered he 
did. not know he had appeared 
on the covers of Time and 
Newsweek. He excitedly asked 
the Palestinian to get comes of 
the magazines from his hotel. 


There may be a more subtle 
message in the leaked docu- 
ment. President Saddam may 
want to emphasise that his rel- 
atives are as bad as he is, in case 
anybody should think of re- 
placing him by them. There is 
a note of self-pity which also 
seems authentic. In the case of 
the frilling of Omar al-Hazaa, 
whose tongue was reputedly art 
out after tus death, he says: “It 
will always be said that Saddam 
did that; people will not say that 
Ali Hassan and Hussein Kamel 
did it" 

President Saddam throws an 
interesting light on the politics 


of his inner family. He relates 
how the governor of Kirkuk, a 
city in north-east Iraq, tele- 
phoned him because be bad 
stopped trucks smuggling grain 
into Iran. These turned out to 
belong to Ali Hassan al-Majid. 
Another target is his third half- 
brother Watban, former interi- 
or minister, shot through the leg 
by Uday at a drunken party on 
the h anks of the Tigris in 1995. 
He says: “The Interior Ministry 
was ruined during your term". 
President Saddam mentions 
that he had fined him, presum- 
ably for corruption. 

Up until 1995 Saddam Hus- 


sein’s family seemed deter- 
mined to stick together. Then 
Uday shot his uncle Watban 
through the leg and Hussein 
Kamel fled to Jordan. He was 
killed on his return lost year. 
Five months ago a relative of 
Gen al-Hazaa told gunmen 
where they could find Uday one 
night in Baghdad. He survived, 
but is crippled 
President Saddam may want 
to reassert control over his 
family. He may have hoped 
also that by spreading the blame 
for past atrocities, he may per- 
suade the world to be more ac- 
commodating to him in future. 


Helen Womack 

Moscow . 

Russia and China, closer now 
than at any time since the 
doomed Sun^Soviet alliance 
of the 1950s, yesterday issued a 
joint declaration on strategic co- 
operation for the 21st century. 
They denied they were uniting 
against an y particular cbontiy 
but, in calling for a “multi po- 
lar world" in which no nabon 
played a dominant role, they 


Russia turns eastward to forge new friendship after failing to halt Nato plans 


clearly implied criticism of the 
United States, the only re- 

^Thefistoric agreement was 
signed when the Chinese pres- 
ident Jiang Zemin met Boris 
-Yeltsin in die gilded hall of the 
Grand Kremlin Palace. “We 
have not signed such a docu- 
ment with, any other country" 
said Mr Yeltsin, who has been 


trying to diversify Russian for- 
eign policy since fading to per- 
suade Nato against the need for 
eastward expansion. 

The 66-year-old Russian 
leader lacked his usual verve at 
the signing ceremony, but 
Michael DeBakey, the Amer- 
ican sorgeem who acted as a con- 
sultant during his heart 
operation last November, said 
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that fin was the problem, not 
further heart trouble.. 

President YeltsSn and his 
guest from Peking expressed 
their “concern over the attempt 

mffitaj^locks because such a 
tendency may aggravate 
regional and global tension". 

Instead of this, their decla- 
ration said, ft was time for a new 
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world order. "The Cold Whr has 
ended. The bipolar system has 
ceased to exist The positive 
trend towards a multipolar 
world is accelerating. AH coun- 
tries, big or small, strong or 
weak, rich or poor, are equal 
members of the international 
community. No country should 
seek hegemony, practise pow- 
er politics or monopolise 
international affairs.” 

The extracts of the document 
which were made available to 
the press contained few con- 
crete details on how to achieve 
this goal But the two presidents 
stressed the importance of the 
United Nations, and also called 
for continuing disarmament. 

Tbday, together with the 
leaders of the former Soviet re- 
publics of Kazakhstan. Kyr- 
gyzstan and Tajikistan, they wiD 
sign a treaty cutting armed 
forces along the former Soviet- 
Chin ese frontier. 

It was here, 28 years ago, that 
relations between the two Com- 
munist giants readied rock bot- 
tom. After Stalin and Mao bad 
worked enthusiastically to- 
gether in the 1950s, supporting 
North Korea in its war with the 
South, the Soviet Union and 
China became bitter ideologi- 


cal foes in the 1960s and even 
came to blows on their common 
border in 1969. 

But Mikhail Gorbachev 
healed the rift by visiting Pelting 
in 1989 and relations have been 
steadily wanning since. Russia, 
which has bad more success re- 
forming itself politically than 
economically, is fascinated by 
China, which has made an eco- 
nomic breakthrough while leav- 
ing its monolithic Communist 
system more or less intact 

The Kremlin hopes to use this 
week's five-day visit by President 
Jiang to show the Wfcst ihat since 


its wishes, Russia has no choice 
bui *£*.4. range of its 

decision to meet the exiled Ti- 
betan leader, the Dalai Lama, 
which it sees as another example 
of the kind of US moralisng 
which has pushed it into the arms 
of a less judgmental Russia. 

Aides to Mr Yeltsin were at 
pains to stress, however, that 
Russo-Chinese co-operation 
stopped short of a formal al- 
liance and was not aimed 
against any third country. “Tie 
very suggestion of plans to cre- 
ate some counter blocs are 
wrong and counter productive," 
said the Kremlin spokesman, 
Sergei Yastrzhembsky. 



! Clinton starts campaign 
; to expand Nato east 

The Clinton administration formally launched its 
campaign to win US Senate support for Nato 
enlargement, with the Secretary of Slate, Madeleine 
Albright, ruling out compromise with Russia on a key 
demand blocking an alliance security agreement with 
Moscow. “Russia would also like us to make absolute 
commitments in the (proposed Russia-Nato) charter 
about the deployment of nudear and conventional farces 
on the territory's new members. But we will not 
compromise on this issue," she told the Senate Armed 
Services Committee. Reuters - Washington 

Rebels accused of massacre 

Zairean villagers said Ibtsi-doimnaicd rebels slaughtered 
many Rwandan Hutu refugees at camps south of 
Kisangani and aid workers said they had reports that up to 
55.000 refugees bad fled. The villagers, travelling towards 
Kisangani, said a pitched battle between rebels and 
refugees accompanied the slaughter on Tuesday at camps 
□ear Kasese village. 25 kra (15 miles) south of Kisan g a n i. 

Reuters - Lula 

Embattled politician backed 

Thousands of uftra-Orthndcrx Jews in black hats and suits 
rallied yesterday in support of the religious-party leader 
Arich Deri, the only politician expected to be diarged in a 
high-level influence-trading scandal. “If he was guilty, all 
the others would have been guilty," said Yehuda Cohen, a 
16-year-old seminary student. “Tms is discrimination 
against a religious man." Mr Deri, leader of the religious 
Shas party, is expected to be indicted on extortion charges. 
The Attorney-General said there was not enough evidence 
to charge the Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, or the 
Justice Minister, Isachi Hanegbi, who were also linked to 
the scandal. AP - Jerusalem 

Cuttists trained in Russia 

Members of the Japanese Aum Shinn Kyo doomsday cult, 
which is accused of staging a deadly nerve-gas attack on 
Tokyo subways, underwent military training in Russia, a 
Russian investigator said yesterday. Senior investigator 
Boris Uvarov, of the state prosecutor's office, said a 
“whole chain of generals" used to arrange military 
workouts for wealthy foreigners at army bases in the years 
that followed the Soviet collapse. Aum used the 
opportunity to provide certain members with combat 
training, he said. The Russian generals “leased their 
practice grounds for alleged touring programmes. 
Foreigners enjoy firing the Kalashnikov sub-machine-gun, 
flying our helicopters, parachute-jumping - suit yourselves, 
just pay," Mr Uvarov said. AP - Moscow 

Floodwaters recede 


The level of muddy floodwater crept downwards yesterday, 
helping a National Guard sandbagging blitz save a power 
station that keeps a few lights burning brightly in what 
remains of this submerged city. The Red River has been 
faffing since early Tuesday and was down to 53.5 feet 
(16 Jm) yesterday, said the US Geological Survey. 

AP - Grand Forks, North Dakota 

Hostage relatives end visit 

Relatives of Western tourists kidnapped by Kashmiri 
separatists nearly two years ago ended their four-day visit 
to Kashmir valley yesterday with little success in learning 
the hostages' fate. “We don’t know the truth whether the 
hostages are alive or dead. That’s the position of the 
government as well," Julie Mangan, whose husband. Keith 
Mangan, is among the missing men. told reporters. 

AP - Srinagar 

Ciller warns off military 

The Deputy Prime Minister, Thnsu Ciller, yesterday told 
the military to stay out of politics. Turkey’s military, which 
sees itself as the guardian of the country’s secular tradition, 
has been at loggerheads for months with the Islamic-led 
government. Ms Ciller, whose True Path party is part of 
the Islamioled coalition government, said in a speech that 
“politics is the job of elected politicians." 

AP - Ankara 

Race-attack Germans jailed 

A German court yesterday sentenced two young thugs to 
15 and eight-year jail terms for a racist attack on Italian 
building workers which left one of the victims paralysed 
and barely able to speak. The court in Potsdam near 
Berlin found both men guilty of attempted murder for 
attacking the Italians with a baseball bat in the town of 
Trebbin last September after setting out on what the 
presiding judge called a “real manhunt" 

Reuters - Potsdam 

Pulitzer columnist critical 

The Pulitzer Prize-winning columnist Mike Rpyko. whose 
commentaries appear in newspapers across the United 
States, was in critical condition yesterday after suffering a 
seizure at his home, a hospital said. Reuters - Chicago 
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Denis 

Compton 


Compton was not only 
one of cricket’s finest batsmen 
but as great an entertainer as 
the wort has seen. Perhaps no 
man, and certainly no sports- 
man. did more for English 
morale than Compton and his 
batting in the aftermath of the 
Second World War. During the 
long hoi summer of 1947, which 

followed an unfair! ly ferocious 
winter, he nourished the nation 
in no small way by enjoying - so 
visibly - a more opulent season 
than anyone has known in the 
history of the first class game. 
It is no exaggeration to say that 
Compton brought back a feel- 
ing of gaiety to a ravaged peo- 
ple os no propaganda film, or 
even Churchillian speech, could 
have done. 

In his summer of summers 
Compton scored 3,816 first 
dass runs, at an average of 90.85 
per innings, which surpassed by 
some 300 runs the old aggregate 
by Tom Hayward: while his IS 
centuries surpassed the 16 
made by Sir lack Hobbs in 
1925. (Both records will be 
impossible to beat so long as 
the English season retains its 
present shape.) 

Most of his runs were made 
in the name of Middlesex or of 
England, but in anything other 
than the literal sense they were 
scored on behalf of all cricket 
followers in the country. For in 
his prime Compton was Lhe 
most daring, and spectacular, 
exponent of that old-fashioned 
cricket which was played below 
the height of the bails, without 
thigh or chest protector, let 
alone a helmet. And the joy that 
he generated was the more, as 
he little knew the effect he had. 

His -Middlesex Twin". Bill 
Edrich (who died in 1986), was 
almost 3S effective in 1947. But, 
as R.C. Robertson-Glasgow 
wrote at the lime: “Compton is 
poetry: Edrich is prose, robust 
and clear." Together they 
were partners in many an ad- 
venture. not only their third- 
wicket stand of 370 for England 
against South Africa in 1947, or 
their 424 for Middlesex against 
Somerset in 1948, both records 
which still stand. When on tour 
they roistered with a vitality 
which the tabloids today would 
never allow in English crick- 
eters. The jest was made that 
“Compo” was best man at Bill 
Edrich’s third wedding, and 
third man at his best wedding. 

The tourists in 1947 were the 
South Africans, for whom 
Compton always had a special 
affinity (his first wife, Doris, 
came from there). In the five 
Tests, but only eight innings, he 
hit them for four centuries, 
while his aggregate of 753 re- 
mains a record for an England 


player in a home series. But 
again it was the way he batted 
which mattered most, for he 
communicated his enjoyment to 
the largest crowds which have 
ever flocked to English cricket. 
If his style can be defined, it was 
a cross between the classicism 
of Willy Hammond and the ec- 
centricity of Derek Randall, as 
Compton made forays down the 
pitch to sweep the spinners or 
cover-drive the quicker bowlers, 
before flicking back the fa- 
mous Brylcreemed hair and 
giving another boyish grin. 

Not only casual spectators, 
but critics who should have 
been better informed, made 
the false assumption that 
Compton's brilliance was 
straight from nature. In fact he 
worked immensely hard to de- 
velop his gifts, when a boy on 
the MCC ground staff at Lord’s. 
In his autobiography. End of an 
Innings (1958), he wrote: 

Even those of my shots that cricket 
writers most like to describe as un- 
orthodox - for instance, my habit of 
walking or running down the pitch 
to spinners - have been practised 
hour after boor, day after day, in the 

nets I was too keen to succeed 

in both cricket and football to leave 
more to chance than was absolutely 
necessary. 

Even before he joined the 
Lord's staff at the age of 15, 
Compton had been marked 
down as a special talent The 
previous summer he had played 
his first game at Lord’s, as cap- 
tain of an Elementary Schools 
XI, and scored 114 in front of 
Sir Pelham Vfaraer. Bowling in 
the nets at MCC members, be 
also learnt left-arm unorthodox 
spin, with which he was to take 
622 first class wickets at an av- 
erage of 32, although he was al- 
ways too erratic for the highest 
level. In the winters he was ou 
the Arsenal ground staff, trying 
to emulate Cliff Bastin and 
Alex James at Highbury, as 
well as Patsy Hendren and Jack 
Hearne at Lord’s. 

Malting his first class ddbut 
for Middlesex when not quite 
18, Compton went on to read! 
1,000 runs in 1936, the youngest 
to have done so. The following 
season, when 19, he was capped 
by England against New 
Zealand, and was run out for 65: 
but for all the image of scatti- 
ness, he was run out only twice 
more in his lest career, fin 1938 
he and Len Hutton were in- 
troduced as young blood against 
Australia, and both made cen- 
turies in the first Tfest (Comp- 
ton was dropped by Don 
Bradman before he had 
scored). But England were not 
to regain the Ashes until 
1953. when Compton made the 
winning hit at the OvaL 

Generally, though, Comp- 



Conipton: the famous hair 


Photograph: The Advertising Archive 


ton was not ideaGy suited to Test 
cricket with Australia, admitting 
that the game as played by 
Bradman - and subsequently by 
Hutton - was too ruthless and 
too negative for his liking. He 
had a technical weakness too, 

moving too far over to the off- 
side when leg- glancin g and hit- 
ting the ball in the air. He 
averaged 50 in Tfests over all, but 
only 42 against Australia, 
whereas Hutton against the 
oldest enemy maintain ed the 
same average of 56 that he bad 
overall After the war, if not be- 
fore, Hutton settled for effec- 
tiveness, while Compton could 
not help retain some sense of 
fun. It is extraordinary, and yet 
in this sense appropriate, that 
Hutton and Compton only once 
stayed together long enough to 
share a century partnership in 
Test cricket, and that was 
against the West Indies in 1939. 

Still, a few of Compton’s 
finest innin gs did come against 
Australia, most notably his two 
centuries in 1948. In the Not- 
tingham Tfest, having missed a 
sweep in his first inning; and 
been bowled for 0, he scored 
184 and was close to saving the 
game when he slipped and fell 
on his wicket. In the third at Old 
Thaffbrd he was hit on the head 
by Ray Lindwall, to return af- 
ter stitches as a bandaged hero 
and to inspire England from 119 
for 5 wickets to 363 all out. He 
himself finished on 145 not 
out, although Lindwall in bis 
flower shop in Brisbane years 
later pointed out that Compton 
had been hit by a slower ball 
which he had top-edged. 

The deterioration of Comp- 
ton’s right knee affected his lat- 
er performances against ail 
countries. The trouble had 
started when he had collided 
with the Chariton Athletic goal- 
keeper in 1938-39, but did not 
really trouble him until the 
winter of 1949-50, Ins last in pro- 
fessional football. Weeks after 
his Arsenal career had culmi- 
nated in an FA Dip medal as 
their left-wing, he had some 
bone removed from his right 
knee and was left with reduced 
mobility. In 1950-51 Compton 
suffered one of the worst series 
by any England batsmen when 
he averaged seven against Aus- 
tralia. After 1949, although rel- 
atively consistent, he hit only 
four more Tfest centuries before 
his retirement in 1957. 

He became a cricket writer 
for the Sunday Express, where 
he needed less journalistic help 
than some former players, and 
a commentator for BBC Tele- 
vision, until his voice sounded 
a little too well lubricated. In lat- 
er life his pronouncements on 
South Africa became ever more 
extreme, until he, Bill Edrich 
and the right-wing MP John 
Carlisle joined in cajling on the 
MCC to send a touring party to 
South Africa during their ex- 
clusion from world cricket To 
some extent he knew not what 
he did, for he had seen only the 
best of the country as a white 
touring Test cricketer in the 
Forties and Fifties. 

If he became a typical case of 
a sportsman to be seen and not 
heard. Comp toe should be long 
remembered for what he did 
on the field. As Robertson- 
Glasgow wrote of Compton 
and Edrich at the end of their 
unique summer "They go to- 

g :ther in English cricket, as 
Dbert and Sullivan go to- 
gether in English opera. Nor is 
the analogy so careless as you 
might suppose ... In the art 
of giving pleasure to English 
audiences, both pairs lack rivaL” 
Or, in the woras of Sir Neville 
Cardus: 

When cricket was begun again, alter 
the Hiller war. Compton in his won- 
derful years of 1946-47 expressed by 
his cricket the renewed life and 
hopes of a land and nation that had 
come out of the dark abyss. 

In a period still sore and shabby 
and rationed, Compton spread his 
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Birthdays 

Mr Ralph Brown, sculptor, 69; Field 
Marsha] Lord Carver, former Chief 
of the Defence Staff, 82; Mr John 
Ernest Collins, former chairman. 
Guardian Royal Exchange Assurance 
Group. 74; Lord Coulsfidd, Senator 
oi the College of Justice in Scotland, 
65: Sir Peter CressweD, High Court 
judge, 53; Sir Clement Freud, writer 
and former MP, 73; Dome Helen 
Gardiner, former chief clerk. Private 
Secretary's Office, Buckingham 
Palace. 96; Mr Fred Heddell, chief 
executive, Mencap, 52; Rear- 
Admiral Sir Joseph Henley, 88; Mr 
Richard Jarman, general director, 
Scottish Opera. 48; Miss Shirley 
Madame, actress, 63; Sir Hugh Parle, 
former High Court judge, 87:MrStn- 
Pearce, footballer, 35; Mr Joseph 
RttHk, president. Ranks Hovis Me- 
Dougalt, 79; Miss Bridget Riley, 
painter, 66; Mr Martin Scymoux- 
Smith, writer, 69; Miss Barbra 
Streisand, actress and singer, 55; Lt- 
Col Stuart Ttwnend, founder. Hffl 


House School. 88; Mr Frank Wheel- 
er, ambassador to CMe, 59; Mr John 
Williams, guitarist, 56; Mites Paula 
Yates, television presenter, 37. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Wittiam the Silent. Prince of 
Orange. 1533; Anthony Trollope, 
writer, 1815; Henri-Philippe Petain, 
soldier and leader, 1856; Sir Richard 
Stafford Cripps, lawyer, diplomat and 
statesman. 1889. Deaths: Daniel De- 
foe, author, 1731; BID (William John) 
Edrich, cricketer, 1986; The Duchess 
of Windsor (Wallis Warfield), 1986. 
On this day: Mary, Queen of Scots, 
aged 16 , married the Dauphin of 
France, 1558; the Ganich Theatre, 
London, opened, 1889; founded by 
Sir Arthur Pearson, the first issue of 

the Daily Express appeared. 1900. To- 
day is the Day of St Egbert, St 

Fiddis of Signutringen. St Ives or Ivo, 
St Mary Euphrasia Pelletier, St Mel- 
litus of Canterbury and St WHh'am 
Firmans. 
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Baroness 

Seear 
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Daring and spectacular: Compton sands a ball to the leg boundary dining the final Test against 
Australia, at the Oval, 3953, which saw England regain the Ashes Photograph: Hutton Getty 


favours everywhere. The 
, liberated 1 


sat in the sun, I 


I from 


Compton s 
rolling or speeding or rippling right 
and left, as he leaned to it and swept 
it from the off round the teg bound- 
ary. as he danced forwarder danced 
backwards, his hair tousled beyond 
the pacifying power of any cream or 
unguent whatsoever ... yes, the crowd 
sunned themselves as much in Comp- 
ton's batting as in the beneficial rays 
coming from the blue sky. 

Men and women, boys and girls, 
cheered him to his century, and ran 
every one of his runs with him. 

ScyW Berry 

Although I used to watch De- 
nis Compton play cricket be- 
witchingly at Lord’s in the early 
Fifties, I didn't meet him until 
40 years later when 1 was com- 
missioned to write his biogra- 
phy, writes Tim Heald. I can see 
him now. at the Savoy after 
lunch with the Saints and Sin- 
ners, heaving himself off the 
sofa (that game knee, those 
tiresome hips), holding out a 
hand and saying almost bash- 
fully, “Hello. Denis Compton.’* 
This from possibly the most 
famous Englishman of his 
generation. 

We spent a lot of time to- 
gether over the next months, 
often over lunch. He was won- 
derful company, indefatigable, 
modest and touchingly brave. 
That kneecap of his which so 
blighted his career is preserved 
in a biscuit tin at Lonfs, like a 
saint's relic - which in a sense 
it is - though Denis blanched at 
the mere mention of so grue- 
some a souvenir- Shortly after 
one of his gritty comeback in- 
nings a specialist was shown an 
X-ray of the Compton knee. 


“That man,” he said, “will 
never walk again.’’ 

Wherever I went with him he 
was recognised to the point of 
adulation. I remember wanting 
out of lunch at the Travellers’ 
Club and a whole centre table 
of ex-ambassadors rising as a 
man as a mark of respect. De- 
nis, though gratified, was in- 
credulous. And 1 recall the 
naughty-boy grin when, at Bri- 
an Johnston’s wake, he was 
asked if he’d like a drink ad 
replied, “It's all right, old boy. 
The Prime Minister’s getting me 
one.” Cue for John Major with 
a glass of red wine. Denis loved 
to give pleasure but I am not 
sure he ever understood quite 
how much he gave. 

David Sheppard, best of all 
cricketer denes, told me that as 
a schoolboy in Denis's miracu- 
lous summer of 1947 he batted 
and batted in the nets, hoping 
that, by constant practice, he 
might one day bat like Hutton, 
but knowing that, no matter 
what, “I could never bat like 
Compton”. 

At the end of every conver- 
sation Denis always signed off 
in exactly the same cheery way. 
“All right old boy? God bless!” 
It was typical of die man that he 
sounded as if he meant it. 


1948 Invifldbles, that endeared 
him so much to an English au- 
dience still suffering a wartime 
hangover. 

Wur years ago, during the 
Texaco match against Australia 
at Lord’s the band of the Cold- 
stream Guards on the field at 
the interval' to play “Happy 
Birthday”: the crowd rose ana 
Denis, celebrating his 75th 
birthday on the balcony, raised 
his glass and beamed in reply - 
a rare distinction. 

I once interviewed him about 
his wonderful 1947 summer. 
Every day. I suggested, it 
seemed to followers that there 
would be a Compton century - 
was it as easy as shelling peas? 

The easy affability vanished. 
He came as near to bridling as 
perhaps was possible in such a 
good-natured man: “It may 
have seemed like that, reading 
the score cards. But it still had 
to be done: every 10 runs, every 
25, every 50, and onwards. I did 
get very tired at times.” 


The 1997 Championship season 
began yesterday with a minute’s 
silence before the start of play 
on every first dass ground, a to- 
ken of the love and affection all 
cricket held for Compton, 
writes Derek Hodgson. His 
death, days before the arrival of 
the latest Australian team, is es- 
pecially poignant for it was bis 
performances against Australia, 
particularly agamst Bradman’s 


Denis Charles Scott Compton, 
cricketer bom Hendon, Mid- 
dlesex 23 May 1918: Editor, De- 
nis Compton's Annual 1950-57; 
cricket correspondent, Sunday 
Express 1950-97; cricket com- 
mentator. BBC Television 1958- 
97; CBE 1958; author afDnying 
for England./ 9-AX Testing Time 
for England 1948, In Sun and 
Shadow 1952, End of an Innings 
1958, Denis Compton’s Tfest 
Diary 1964, Cricket and All 
That 1978; married 1941 ( one 
son; marriage dissolved 1950), 
1951 Vitlerie Platt (two sons ; 
marriage dissolved 1968), 1975 
Christine Tobias (two daugh- 
ters); died Windsor, Berkshire 23 
April 1997. 


Standing on ’Waterloo station 
one evening raffling a collect- 
ing box for Crisis.at Christinas 
(which charity she also sup- 
ported by-serving meals to the 
homeless on Christmas Day), 
Nancy Seear was approached by 

awoman.“Oh!Iknowyou,”she 

said. “You’re the liberal Lady.” 

Seear was extremely sur- 
prised to be recognised m pub- 
lic and secretly delighted, 
because she would not have 
-wished to have been known in 
any other way. But for most of 
her life she was not.as widely 
known, in pubGc, as she became 
after the introduction of tele- 
vision into the House of Lords. 

Her early years after Cam- 
bridge (where she read Histo- 
ry) and a period in the 1930s 
living in Germany and seeing 
the beginnings of the rise of 
Hitler, were spent working as 
personnel officer for the Som- 
erset shoe manufacturers of C. 
& J. Clark. There followed a 
stint, during the Second .Worid 
War, with the Ministry of Air- 
craft Production working on the 
Management Efficiency Board. 

At the end of the war she 
moved into academia in the 
shape of the London School of 
Economics where she remained 
asa Reader in Personnel Man- 
agement until retirement in 
1978. It was felt by many that, 
as a woman, she personally en- 
countered what today would be 
known as the glass-cemng effect. 
However, her passion for 
women's rights in employment 
went far deeper than any per- 
sonal feelings that experience 
may have brought her. 

while scathing on the subject 
of positive discrimination she 
was fiercely active in cam- 
paigning for equal pay for work 
of equal value. The Times said 
in 1972: “Baroness Seear is to 
Feminists as Marx is to Marx- 
ists ... Her works, on equal pay 
and opportunities, are for ever 
either being quoted, looked up 
or written down . . .” 

“Tm very cross,” she would 
say, not looking so in foe least, 
“that I am typecast with 
‘Women’. I am interested in a 
whole variety of things con- 
cenring the problems of workbut 
because I hit upon research into 
women’s problems, I look like 
being stuck with this tag.” But 
she wasn’t in any sense a chau- 
vinist: and had little sympathy 
With the more revolutionary as- 
pects of Women’s Lib. “Revo- 
lutions/'- she said “always 
backfire, you always get mum 
further by plodding on.” Not that 
she plodded at afl. Her life was 
a constant round of productive, 
if chaotic, activity throughout. 

Alw^deepfyimerestedand 
active in politics, she was a life- 
long Liberal. She fought in 
every General Election from 
1955 to 1970, in seats as wide- 
ly scattered as Hornchurch, 
Truro, Epping, Wakefield and 
Rochdale, with a few lost de- 
posits and ho wins, but without 
her beliefs undermined or her 
energy diminished. 

Greatly loved, if sometimes 
feared, m the Liberal Party 
where she was a formidable 
speaker at Party Assemblies, to 
foe worid in general she was not 
particularly wen known. This was 
to change with her elevation to 
the peerage in 1971. She began 
to play a very active part in the 


of the House ofi 
JZSs white continuing her in-, 
volvement in a vanedfifogc °6 
outside bodies; membership of; 
the Tbp Salaries Review Body;; 
the presidencies of the Institute | 
of Personnel Managanerfo thej 
Fawcett Society, thcJBntKh 
dards Institute and the Liberal? 


it 



Seear. fcrnnldable intellect 
Photograph: Craig Easton 


of Single Wbmen. (Woe betide j 
anyone who ever addressed her A 
as “Chair”.) To all she bought j 
the same vigour, determination » 
and urxiereianding. underpinned j 

by a fonnidable intellect. : . 

m the House of Lonfc her ad- \ - 

vocacy, from the Liberal front $ 
bench, on employment and | 
economic issues led to her be - 1 

coming Chairman of a House of * 
Lords Select Committee “to ’ 
consider and make recommen- 
dations on long-term remedies 
for unemployment” which in 

1981, under her guidance, pro- 
duced a most significant Report. 

On the death of Frank Byers 
in 19S4 she was the obvious 
choice for election to the lead- 
ership of the Liberal Peers, a 
move that was welcomed across 
the whole political spectrum in 
foe House. 

By then die bad become a 
most effective performer. Not 
only did she spend a consider- 
able amount of time ou the 
front bench listening to and 
intervening with devastating 
logic at Questions and in Com- 
mittee, but when she rose to 
speak in debates her contribu- 
tions were among the most lis- 
tened to in all parts of the 
House. Her ability to deal with 
foe most complex subjects with 
total clarity was made even 
more impresave by the fact that 
she was never ever known to use 
a single note. It was this picture 
that impressed foe audiences 
when television was introduced 
into the Lords in 2985. 

A firm supporter of the Ub- 
eral/SDP Alliance and of the 
merger to form foe Liberal De- 
mocrats, she insisted on hand- 
ing over the leadership to Roy 
Jenkins immediately on his join- 
ing the Lords in 1988. An act of 
selflessness of winch Lord Jenk- 
ins raid he knew no parallel in 
political life. She continued to 
spend a vast amount of time 
touring foe country, speaking at 
parly meetings and dinners, and 
on foe hustings at election time 
when her insistence on covering 
foe length and breadth of the 
country gave her friends real con- 
cern for her health and strength, 
but die was indefatigable. Those 
who saw it will have an abiding 
memory of her telling John 
Prescott when he tried to inter- 
rupt her on one television pro- 
gramme to “Shut up!” and he did 

If this gives the impression of 
a humourless bluestocking, noth- 
ing could be further from the 
truth. While her wardrobe was 
obviously of no interest whatso- 
ever to her, she enjoyed her food 
and the occasional whisky when 
in London and her wine in 
France. She had a tremendous 
sense of fun, to the extent that 
her frontbench colleagues had 
more than once to persuade her 
to leave the chamber with tears 
of laughter streaming down her 
cheeks at some particularly lu- 
dicrous remark made from foe 
beaches opposite or when she 
was the recipient of one of Roy 
Jenkins's perceptive and pungent 
asides. But the great joy in her 
life was her splendidly uncared- 
for cottage near Bergerac where 
she adjourned each summer 
and Christinas with her friends 
and where she especially relished 
having breakfast m foe garden on 
Christmas morning. 

Geoffrey Tordoff 

Beatrice Nancy Seear, sociologist 
and politician; bean 7 August 
191 3; Reader in Personnel Man- 
agement, London School of Eco- 
nomics 1946-78; created 1971 
Baroness Seear; Liberal Leader. 
House of Lords 1984-88. Liber- 
al Democrat Deputy Leader 
PC 1985; died London 
23 Apnl 1997. 


Transsexual cannot be registered as father of child 


X,Y and Z v United Kingdom; 
European Court of Homan 
Rights; 22 April 1997 

The refusal to allow a female- 
t o-male transsexual to be reg- 
istered as the father on the birth 
certificate of a child bora to Iris 
partner by artificial insemina- 
tion by donor was not a viola- 
tion of the right to respect 
family life provided by article 
8 of tiie European Convention 
on Human Rights. 

The European Court of Hu- 
man Rights ruled by a majori- 
ty that there had been no 
violation of article 8 of foe 
Convention, and that it was not 
necessary to consider the com- 

? laint in relation to article 
4 of foe Convention taken 
together with article 8. 

Article 8 provides: 

1. Everyone has lhe right to respect 
for his private and family life, ha 
home and his correspondence. 2. 
There shall be no interference by a 


LAW REPORT 

+ 


public authority with the exercise of 
this right except such as is in accor- 
dance with the law and is necessary 
in a democratke society in the in- 
terests of national security, public 
safety or tbs economic well-bang of 
the ajuntry. for the prevention of dis- 
order or crime, far the protection of 
health or morals, or for the protec- 
tion of the rights and freedoms of 
others. 

Article 14 provides: 

The enjoyment ot the rights and free- 
doms set forth In the Convention 
shall be secured without discrimi- 
nation on any ground such as sex, 
race, colour, language, religion, po- 
litical or other opinion, national or 
social origin, association with a na- 
tional minority, property, birth or 
other status. 

The applicant X was a 
female- to -male .transsexual 
who had been living in a per- 
manent and stable relation- 
ship with a woman, Y, since 


34 April 1997 

1979. to October 1992 Y gave 
birth to Z, who had been con- 
ceived though artificial insem- 
ination by donated sperm 
(AID). 

X was told before 27s birth 
that the Registrar General was 
of the opinion that, for the pur- 
poses or registration, only a bi- 
ological man could be regarded 
as a father. Z could, however, 
lawfully bear X*s surname. 

The European Court of Hu- 
man Rights found that article 
8 was applicahk because de fac- 
to family ties linked the three 
applicants. . 

Although it had not been 


to foe law sought by foe appli- 
cants would be harmful to Z’s 
interests or those of children 
conceived by AID In genera], 
it was not dear that it would 


necessarily be advantageous 
to them. 

The court considered that 
the state might justifiably be 
cautious about changing fog 
law. since amendment might 
have undesirable or unforeseen 
ra m ifications for children such 
as Z, and implications in 
other areas of family law. 

lhe law might be open to 
criticism ou foe ground of in- 
consistency if a transsexual 
could legally be a “father” 
while stiff being treated as fe- 
male for otherlegal purposes, 
such as marriage to a man. 
The disadvantages suffered 
ty the applicants because of foe 
refusal to recognise X as Z’s le- 
gal “father” had to be bal- 
anced against those general 
interests. 

Given the complex scientif- 


ic, legal, moral and social i 
raised tor transsexuality, 
spect of which there wt 
generally shared appi 
among the contracting s 
article 8 could not, in th« 
sent context, be taken to i 
an obligation on the U 

Ktnffdnm fnratfill.. - _ 
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son who was not the biol 
rather. 

The feet that foe law 

united Kingdom did noi 
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and Z did not. the 
amount to a failure to 
ffffnffy life within the m 
of article 8. 

Since foe complaint 
article 14 was tantamot 

restatement of that un 

frcle 8, and raised no & 

«suc, it was not necus 
ex amine it separately. 

Kate O'Etonlon, Barriste 
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N ot even the most numb-kneed 
Tory party sycophant would call 
John Major an original thinker 
WSy tactician, maybe, but not a Tbiy 
leader you would put in the same cat- 
egory as Arthur Balfour or Lord Sal- 
isbury. Paddy Ashdown, likewise, is not 
someone who comes across as a con- 
ceptualiser. When we wrote, not criti- 
cally, that the Liberal Democrats were 
a party with many ideas rather than an 
^ideology, Conrad (Lord) Russell took 
?*us to task, claiming lineal descent from 
John Stuart Mill. If so, the party has 
descended through various rustic 
branch-lines: its family resemblance to 
its famous predecessor is less marked 
than Lord Russell’s to his. Mr Ashdown 


eral democracy for that matter. 

The Labour leader is another matter. 
Tbny Blair is no continental intellectual. 
We do not breed party leaders with the 
theoretical clout ot say, the former 
German social democrat leader Helmut 
Schmidt or the academic weight of the 
French socialist Lionel Jospin. Yet before 
the demands of electionee rin g took him 
over, Mr Blair could be spied at semi- 
nars convened by the Institute of Pub- 
lic Policy Research and similar think- 
tanks. Then, the occasional “ism’’ could 
be heard tripping off his tongue even if, 
somewhat too often, it emerged as the 
vague “conmimitarianism* But the 
campaign has in large measure seen the 


Labour leader staying safely away from 
big ideas and keeping his bat straight. 

Until, that is, the past couple of days. 
Suddenly Tbny Blair seems to have 
been cut loose. He has taken to the stage 
without a script, doing something extra- 
ordinary, in the terms in which this cam- 
paign has been conducted till now, 
which is thinking aloud. What his audK 
ence$ have been hearing is a kind of 
pubSc meditation — Prince Hairlike — on 
the 'duties of leadership and his ren^ 
dezvous with history. Taken at face 
value (too much should not be read into 
what is said during these hectic days), 
his recent remarks suggest Mr Blair has 
yet more surprises in store for Ms party, 
iodudn^gperiMjK . 

The gist of Mr Blair’s political 
thought was captured yesterday in his 
prediction that “this election will be the 
last fought on ideology”. By “ideology” 
he meant the old way of dividing ri gh t 
and left on howiazge a role they accord 
the state. On one ride stood individu- 
alists, on the other collectivists; on one 
capitalists, on the other socialists. 

That such division is anachronistic is 
an old suggestion. At' the end of the 
1950s Daniel Bell used the phrase to sig- 
nal the onset of an era in which every- 
one accepted the existence of die wel- 
fare state. Other writers took up die 
theme, claiming that modem politics 
was essentially a technocratic affair in 
which all the public had to do was decide 
which party would manage the system 
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best Tbny Blair seems attracted by this 
idea. Appraire my suitability -be implies 
- on the basis of my party management 
skills. Perhaps he has been reading 
Francs Fukuyama, American author of 
the cloudy 77ie End of History. 
Fukuyama argued that at the end of the 
Cold Wax, a liberal-democratic model 
of politics now rules mankind, conflicts 
within which are essentially trivial. 
There remain practical problems, to be 
sure, in economic and social life but 
these are dully second-order ones, which 
need to be approached pragmatically. 
Fuhjyama'sbookwasastrangeniixtuTe 
of triumphalism and gloom. It was 


the leader page 


heavily influenced by Nietzsche (this 
newspaper is against Niet 2 scbe) but was, 
in its turn, heavily influential on a ris- 
ing generation which believes that all is 
management; nothing is ideology. Sup-, 
port what works; that's it This, in 
essence, is what President Clinton was 
saying in his State of the Union address 
earlier this year. 

No one sensible is against practical 
solutions or good management. But it 
is a dangerous leap to think that, 
therefore, politics in the old sense is 
dead However it is labelled, and wher- 
ever it is conducted, from ancient 
Athens to contemporary Seoul, politics 


exists because society involves conflict. 
There is conflict for power, resources 
and freedom. There is conflict between 
groups and individuals, some of whom 
will win and some lose. Politics is a 
grown-up ait because politics recog- 
nises this and doesn’t shy from it: only 
in the schmaltzy dreamland of dictators 
and king-emperors is there no conflict, 
a harmonious and happily managed 
people. So long as there are limited 
resources and complex social organi- 
sation, with power centralised and 
rules imposed, there will be politics. 

And the real problem for modem 
politicians is this: without ideology, 
without an intellectual template, how do 
you know which groups should win and 
which, at least relatively, lose? How do 
you make sense of a chaos of small man- 
agerial dilemmas? Without a compass, 
how do you know where you are going? 
Tbry nationalists have an ideology, 
which defends traditional centres of 
national power against globalisation. 
They may be wrong-headed but they 
will be able to know when they are win- 
ning The same went for the old left. 
But what is the core political focus for 
tire new centre-left, whether h be Amer- 
ican Democrats or British New Labour? 

We think the key idea is, or ought to 
be, radicalism, meaning a determina- 
tion to break down excessive centres of 
power (which could be in European 
bureaucracies, trade unions, multina- 
tional corporations, media empires or 


pension funds) in favour of the small 
guy. Radical politics would recognise 
that in the global market there is a nat- 
ural tendency for power to cluster 
around fewer and fewer players; and 
that the proper role for politicians is to 
stand against that, to constantly shake 
up and break up in order to protect 
social diversity and mobility. It may 
seem an abstract thought. In govern- 
ment, it wouldn't be. We are all for 
management: but every management 
needs a guiding purpose. 

Lachrymal 

Latins 

T he exam results were posted at the 
Brussels Academy yesterday, and 
one member of the Class of ’99 has dis- 
solved in tears. Italy, the country that 
gave us the Roman Empire, Michac- 
langelo and the cappuccino, has failed 
to dear the first hurdle for entry to the 
University of the Euro. The only other 
country which docs not appear on the 
“pass" list posted by the European 
Commission is Greece, the school 
drop-out. They were only mock exams, 
of course, and there were cries that the 
teachers had been too soft. But they 
were a dry run for life-altering tests 
coming very soon; and on them, the 
future of the continent may rest. 
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Hospitals fail 
to accept the 
fact of death 

Sir. It was with great sadness and 
depressing familiarity that we read 
John Hoyland's account of his 
stepfather’s final illness (“Thanks, 
NHS,for a rotten way to die”, 22 . 
April), endured in the context of a 
health service seemingly ill- 
equipped to deal with the 
complexities of illness in old age. . 

As health professionals 
specialising in the care of older 
people we recognise the failing? of a 
service where measures of 
“success" are increasingly based on 
performance rather than quality, j 
and attentioatodetai is eclipsed by 
the pressure to. “gJrt the job done" i 
Ills tempting to lay blame at the 
door of health professionals, 
managers or even politicians, but to 
do so would be misting the point 
Mr Hoyland's! account is more an 
indictment of our attitudes to 
ageing, and the inadequacies of the 
NHS are perhaps a paradigm of the 
ageism which abounds in society. 

DR MARTIN VERNON .. 

SUSAN JACKSON 

Newbury Park, .Essex 

Sir I would like to endorse John 
Hoyland's moving article about his 
stepfather’s illness with regard to 
the total inability of the NHS to 
acknowledge the fact of death. 

An elderly tenant whom we 
looked after in the final years of his 
life went into hospital about six 
weeks ago with bronchial 
pneumonia. Alter a few days he 
contracted an infection and was 
moved to an isolated ward. After a 

few days in hospital h was quite 
clear to us that ne was dying. On 

one occasion we made an inquiry as 

to his condition. “Oh he’s doing 

fine, he's sitting up. he’s making 
good progress," said the staff nurse. 
When we went in to see him later 

that day we found him, indeed, .. . 

titling up, but with all sorts of tubes 
coming out of him and an oxyg en . 
mask over his face. A few days later 
wc were told, “Oh he’s a bit pooriy 
today" as if he had a mild touch of 
the flu. We found him dea thly 
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white and in a coma. He died tne 
following day. , 

During this period we were also 
going through a ludicrous charade 
with the social services to discuss 
provision for his care when he came 

out. Like John Hovland, we found 

that nobody in the medicaland 
caring services was prepared to 
accept that (old)people die. tfus 
seems tome a reflection of society s 
inability as a whole to come to 
terms with the fact of death. 

Until we are able to accept that 
death is an integral part of hfe, thei n 
we will never satisfactorily 
to deal with many of the P^^Pr 
that life itself throws up. And old 
people-will continue to die painful 
and hu mili ating deaths. 

ROGER LLOYD PACK 
London NW5 

Sin John Hoyland’s.article brought 
back many painful mcmonesai 
hownjy late father, who ^ 

suffered from Par kin wn s disease, 

was treated by the NHS- 

He suffered for J S yea Rbe^ 
he died in 1979 and John Hoyland 
is exactly right when hcstatesLha 
there is no suiwbfep^ ,3Dv ^ l “J 
outside of the hospice movement. 

My father was a good amateur 

SSKKSSW*'’ 

bul to the NHS he was go more 
than a guinea pig for treatments 
that came too late for turned 
finally a burden. We found him 
literally tied to a chair m ‘ °? e 
hospital because they didn f want 
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but baineitherthe time nor 
resources to do anything with him. ' 
In the hospital where he was 
admitted for urgent surgery to a 
strangulated hernia, be was left 
without medication and food, urine 
bottles wereleft by his bedside for 1 
hours as he was unable to make ’• 
enough fuss for anyone to come, 
and remove them. Finally. be was | 

discharged home with abscesses on 
every stitch as a result of which be 
baemorrhaged and was admitted 
back into ITU as an emergency. We 
actually received a written apology 
for that, but it did not alter tbefact 
that be had suffered needlessly.' 

He died earty ope Friday evening 
in a general ward in the middle of 
tisitingtiine.it was both an 
inappropriate and undignified way 
to die. Since then,! have myself , 
worked in the health service, both 
in administration and clinical work 
and have to say that there is no 
training to speak of in dealing with 
incurables. Thewholefocusison . 

treatment at any cost however 
undignified to the patient. 

As a student diagnostic 

radiographer! saw elderly, 

desperately iU patients sent for 
bar fom enemas when they had no j 

capacity to retain the-banum. ; 

inevitably their bowels evacuated 

and left them embanassedand _ ; 

distressed! beyond words. Hospitals | 

can beverymtimidaong peaces and it 
is hard when you are feeling at your 

lowest ebb to insist on fair treatment 

There is a huge difference 
between assisting someone to die 
and helping them accept deathif j ( 
rhai is their only option. Is it too 
much to ask ihai we show kindness 

and tolerance towards those whom 

we cannot cure? 

j 1 


Labour: we won’t 
privatise NHS 

Sin Your article on the failures of 
. the Tories’ Private Finance 
Initiative in the National Health 
Service (“No escape from 
privatisation for NHS", 22 April) 
rightly sets out what a shambles it 
has been. Not a single brick has 
been laid for a major hospital 
scheme, despite constant re- 
announcements of supposed 
progress from ministers. 

But you wrongly suggest that 
Labour has embraced the 
. privatisation agenda in the NHS. 
We haven’t. ; . 

We do believe it is right and 
proper to involve the private 
sector in pnblic/private 

partnership for theprovision of 
new hospital facilities. But the 
Tbries want to go farther, and have 
op&ily said that they would 
welcome the privatisation of 
clinical services. They are already 
doing it - atStonehaven in 
Scotland and at the Royal 
Hallamshire in Sheffield. Arty such 
commercial operation of patient 
care endangers the precious 
.relationship between health 

dedicated to the clinical needs.of 
‘ the patient and no other 
considerations. 

On this issue there is a gulf 
between the two parties. 

CHRIS SMITH 
Shadow. Secretary of State 
for Health 
The Labour Party 
London SE17 • 


Some advice 
on tactics 

Sir: I was interested in your 
reaction to Vanessa Redgrave’s 
decision to vote for me and Bruce 
Kent’s negative response (letter, 21 
April). I have to tell him that Ms 


number of people here who have 
realised that there is no point in 
voting Labour as they won't make 
, any difference on the issues they 
consider important. In her case, 
these are human rights issues; for 
others it is investment in education 
, or the health service. In each case, 
the only real difference is between 
the old parties on the one hand and 
the Liberal Democrats on the 
other. 

I had a lot of sympathy for 
tactical voting campaigns at the last 
election in scats like ours. 
However, GROTs intervention 
this time is irrelevant. Everyone 
knows that the Tbries are going to 
lose here and the debate has moved 
on to who we want to replace them. 
Voters must choose between 
honesty, investment In public 
services and commitment to human 
rights on the one band and a lot of 
vacuous waffle on the other. 
GARETH HARTWELL 
Candidate, Brentford and Isleworth 
Liberal Democrats 
Isleworth, Middlesex 

Sir Tactical voting is back on the 
agenda for many, ukc me, for whom 
the big priority on 1 May is a change 
of government and also a significant 
increase in Lib DemMFs. 


I am a Liberal Democrat 
supporter, especially because of 
their attitude to the environment 
and education funding, but at the 
last general election, here in Rugby, 
Labour came second. A swing in 
line with the opinion polls could 
oust our Tbxy MP, so long as the two 
main opposition parties do not 
carve up the remaining votes too 
equally between them. So I w3] vote 
Labour on 1 May, while informally 
“paired" with Labour friends in 
Oxford West, who will vote Liberal 
Democrat as the best chance of 
unseating John Patten. I will vote 
Lib Dem in the local election. 

This kind of tactical voting is 
both a principled and serious 
response to the desperate need to 
have a government committed to 
the whole community and not just 
the haves and have mores. It is 
made easier because for many of us 

the differences between Labour 
and the Libera! Democrats pale 
into insignificance when contrasted 
with either of their differences with 
the Conservatives. 

DAVID CHARLES-EDWARDS 
Rugby, Warwickshire 

Sir Polly Toynbee is correct in 
asserting that “on the ground each 
local party wants to win" ("Britain 
Decides: The Independent’s Guide 
to the Election") Of course they 
do. Anyone who’s been a candidate 
has shared that ambition - 
especially given that it's costing you 
and your family in terms of lost 
income, time and stress. 

However, she is wrong to call the 
tactical vote a “blunt instrument 
for change” - given a reliably 
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informed local constituency 
electorate there is no reason why 
switching to the candidate most 
likely to beat the Tbry should not 
deprive the Conservative Party of 
at least 90 seats. 

RICHARD DENTON 
Co-Chair 

Get Rid of Them Tactical 
Vote Campaign 
London N16 


Driven away by 
noisy shows 

Sin Workers have to be offered ear 
protection when noise levels reach 
a specified leveL Yet the public 
attending places of 
‘'entertainment” can be subjected 
to painful levels of music and 
amplified speech. 

My family and I have left several 
cinemas early in the showing of a 
film because the sound track has 
been far too loud, and my young 
daughter was disappointed when 
the same thing happened when wc 
took hex to see two different 
circuses and a superb (except for 
the sound) international clown 
display; even using ear plugs, the 
noise at these events has been 
painful and, probably, damaging to 
hearing. 

Unfortunately one has to part 
with one’s money before knowing 
whether a particular venue uses 
excessively loud amplification and 
hence has the potential to damage 
one’s health. With studies showing 
that many teenagers have impaired 
hearing, why do we exacerbate this 
problem by permitting dangerous 
levels of sound in places of public 
entertainment? 

LILIAN SIMLETT-MOSS 
Southport. Merseyside 


Dangers of TY 
abortion veto 

Sir: As someone who is totally 
committed to a woman's right to 
abortion, I find the idea that 
broadcasters can veto the Pro-Life 
Alliance election broadcast far 
more offensive than anything the 
transmission might contain. This 
veto sets a far-reaching precedent. 
Do we really want to encourage the 
ability of the media to deride for 
the electorate what those standing 
in the election can and cannot put 
forward as part of their case? 

Those of. us who are pro-choice 
have nothing to fear from the 
proposed footage anyway. Our case 
for legs! abortion does not rest on 
whether the procedure is pleasant 
or unpleasant. Once termination of 
pregnancy is placed in the context 
of a choice between compelling a 
woman to cany to term a child she 
does not want to have or allowing 
her to end that pregnancy, the fact 
that the procedure, like any other 
operation, does not look nice, 
becomes unimportant. 

ELLIELEE 
Pro-Choice Forum 
Canterbury 

Sin If abortion is a sufficiently 
decent act to perform, how come it 
is not a sufficiently decent act to 
broadcast? Courtesy of (non- 
fiction) broadcasts, 1 have seen 
etnbalmers working on week-old 
corpses, seen a man shot in the 
bead, and watched the walking 
skeletons of those condemned to die 
by their fellow human beings' greed. 

Abortion must be a pretty 
terrible thing. 

Dr EMMA FOX 
Birmingham 

Don’t plug racism 

Sin We represent over 250 union 
members in the Export Credit 
Guarantee Department on the Isle 
of Dogs. It is a racially mixed office. 

Over three years ago. the British 
National Party bad their candidate, 
Derek Beackon, elected as a 
councillor for the Isle of Dogs, The 
increase of racist literature, stickers 
and graffiti was paralleled by a 200 
per cent increase in racist attacks in 
the area. Some of our members 
were victims of these attacks and 
racial abuse. The rest of our black 
and Asian members feared the 
journey from the office to the bus 
stop or station until the campaign 
led by the Anti-Nazi League to 
boot Beackon out was successful in 


May 1994. 
Now wit] 


Now with the general election a 
week away, our members are 
horrified at the prospect of the 
British .National Party broadcasting 
to millions across the country this 
Friday. John Tyndall, the BNP 
leader, is standing in the 
Poplar/Canning Ibwn constituency 
- and already more racist stickers 
have returned to the Isle of Dogs. 

The broadcasters can help to 
stop them -pull the plug on Friday. 
PATCARMODY 
CPSA Branch Assistant Secretary 
WENDY LAVINCrrON 
Trades Union Side 
Equal Opportunities Officer 
London El 4 


Blair’s secret 

Sir On your front page (23 April) 
you ask “Why is Tbny Blair aping 
Norman Tebtut" on Europe. 

Hie answer is simple and clear, 
not least to Mr Blair and Mr 
Mandelson. Mr Blair wants to win 
the election and be knows he can 
do so only by aping Norman Tebbit. 
LordTEBBIT 
House of Lords 
London SWI 
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A serpent in our 
cool green Eden 

Everyone knows that consumer society is destroying the planet, 
but the politicians realise there are no votes in sacrificing our 
lifestyles. Or at least not yet, says Richard D North 


u 


N ice fella, no good. Agricul- 
ture, probably": thus a cyn- 
ical politician’s judgement 
on some dull colleague and 
his ministerial prospects in 
Harley Granville-Barkcr’s 1926 Waste, which is 
currently reminding Old Vic audiences that 
nothing much changes in politics. But some 
things do. Food production has turned out to 
match traffic as an issue on which people’s 
doubts about modem ways of living worry 
them. Even so. Gran Vine-Barker’s words still 
apply and he might have added, “Environment, 
probably", if he wanted to suggest another 
“B-lisTministiy. 

None the less, secretaries of state for the envi- 
ronment have been at least middleweights, 
because the brief includes local government, 
which always requires a bit of watching. And 
increasingly, the core issue - the nuisances, large 
and small/ caused by a greedy society - have 
demanded and even attracted the boss's atten- 
tion. The latest, John Gummer, has stolen a 
march which none of his mainstream political 
opponents have dared to match. It is the sort of 
move which demonstrates how hard it is for 
opposition parties to make the biggest new issue 
of the century into the stuff of elections. 

Mr Gummer has repeatedly said that it is not 
the water companies' fault that we are short of 
water and it is certainty not the fault of the 
Tories. Gimate change, be says, has caused the 
current dryness, unparalleled in recent times. 

The lories need to demonstrate when 
they sold the purveyors of one of the three great 
natural resources (the others being air and soil), 
it was the prelude - as the late Nicholas Ridley 
said it would be - to a period of strict regula- 
tion and high investment Any very recent fad- 
ings need to be acts of God, lest they be por- 
trayed as deficiencies of administration. 

But Mr Gummer's was an important politi- 
cal remark. As a statement of whether we face 
environmental catastrophe because of our 
gaseous emissions, it is a little ahead of the sci- 
entific consensus. Still. Mr Gummer migh t be 
right and is in any case sending the right, 
slightty alarmed, signals. Global warming, like 
so many other issues in the environment, is a 
question of risk, and therefore of taking a gam- 
ble. His remarks on the matter are the mirror- 
image of the silly optimism and lack of caution 
with which, as Agriculture Minister, he made the 
first tranche of ministerial remarks about BSE. 

But of course, even in an unseasonal drought, 
greening politics goes further than fire-fighting. 
“The parties and the media are getting the 


message that the environment is not a first-order 
issue," says Stephen Tin dale, of the middle-of- 
the-road Green Alliance, which aims to put the 
the issue at the centre of politics. It is by now 
the standard mantra, and goes on to point out 
that public perception is a peculiar anim al: 
polling insists, for instance, that the environment 
scores more highly than Europe as a concern of 
the electorate, though they both come way 
behind the economy, health and education. But 
that analysis also reveals it as the issue which 
won't banc, and which unites people wi thin and 
between parties as one seen to lx more moral 
than political, just as Europe divides people as 
a matter mote emotional than empirical. 

It is likely that there are two sources of one’s 
unease about the environment The first is that 
our present carelessness may backfire and hurt 
us, or our children. We might for ingtanre want 
to dean up rivers, or limit some pesticides on 
these, light green, grounds. By and large, we have 
done those things which obviously screamed out 
for attention, and the Tories can daim that they 


6 Brundtiand said 
sustainable development's 
hurdle was democracy 9 


have mostly matched the wider European and 
Western expectation in such matters. No other 
party seriously believes the electorate is hungry 
for big fiinher chan ges, say in management of the 
chemical industry , ad nn nrhpr party ihmh it hmt 

a distinctly different political approach to offer. 
Unlike most sodal issues, this is not one that 
resolves itself into a matter of how much to soak 
the rich to help the disadvantaged. Most envi- 
ronmental improvements would impinge on rich 
and poor about equally, perhaps on the poor more. 

The related second issue is far harder to man- 
age. Judaeo-Christianity is often denounced for 
its language of man's “dominion" over the world. 
But it has far more signally reminded us that self- 
denial and frugality are the source of private spir- 
ituality and social well-being. Modem affluence 
has linked with environmental concern and this 
far older tradition to produce a post-material- 
ism which lurks in many a breast Hardly a new 
phenomenon: when H G Wells castigated the 
“Utopian unworldliness of an irresponsible rich 
man of the shareholding type," he was thinking 
of the proto-greens, William Morris and John 
Ruskin. It is tempting to hang the same label on 
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several modem high-profile 
greens. But Wells was at least 
a bit wrong: Morris was a rich 
man who got richer by pur- 
veying a medieval design ethic 
and wrapping the whole in 
heartfelt anti-materialism. 

Laura Ashley, Tference Conran, 

Anita Roddick, Jonathon POr- 
ritt, Greenpeace’s Peter 
Melchett and Friends of the 
Earth’s Charles Secrett would 
all have to be bundled together 
to make anything like a new 
Morris, and even so would 
have difficulty matching the 
passion and talent, let alone 
the profitability, of the Victo- 
rian model. But humbug 
remains the biggest charge 
against green leaders and most 
of their followers too. 

Tm interested in ideas,” says 
a tyro pohtiaan in Waste. “Then 
why go into politics?" asks a 
worldly-wise MP. The piece 
picks over the perennial matter 
of whether morality has any 
place in democracy. It meshes 
well with Stephen Tindale’s 
reminder that Gro Harlem 
Brundtiand, the Norwegian 
socialist and official midwife to 
the idea of sustainable devel- 
opment, once said that her off- 
spring's biggest hnnfle was to survive democracy. 

Shouldn’t greens, like church leaders, press 
their Utopianism from a position of integrity 
unsullied by power-seeking? This is the oldest 
issue in the politicisation of greenery and {he 
value of Jonathon Forritt is that he has 
renounced conventional green politics because 
it is too unworldly, whilst retaining the loftiness 
which used to attach to difficult bishops. His 
brand of pained arrogance may irritate many of 
us, but it is hard to doubt his high seriousness. 
In his new role as one of the three leaders of the 
Forum for the Future he is one of several guru- 
figures who are winning business round to 
greenery. Business is, one suspects, more than 
happy to have them inside the tent Anything, 
including being lectured, beats confrontation. 

However, even if much greenery- even prac- 
tical greenery- is vaguely absurd, who is to say 
that it is not the seed of something which will 
blossom later ? In his fantasy on the so cialis t and 
Utopian medieval priest John Ball. Morris 
writes: “I pondered how men fight and lose the 
battle, and the thing they fight for comes about 
in spite of their defeat, and when it comes it turns 
out not to be what they meant, and other men 
have to fight for what they meant under another 
name." Men do not know the harm they do, even 
when they seek to do good. But equally, the good 
they do may not become obvious for years. 

So there is hope for the Green Party even as 
it speaks a deal of what conventionally sounds 
like nonsense. Its spokespeople are certainly 
effortless guardians of the idealist ethic. But in 
their custodianship of the process which led to 
the recent Road Ttaffic Reduction Act and the 
Home Energy Conservation Act, they can also 
claim to bave been important in the enactment 
of die only two legislative measures which 
impose a duty on any authority (actually, only 
local authorities) to assume that reduced 



consumption is something to be encouraged. 

The Greens’ total vote grew well in all the 
elections after the first in which they stood, in 
October 1974. Chris Rose, their national elec- 
tion .agent, rather chaimingfy points out that this . 
js not because the party became pore popular’’ 
but because it has unm this year fielded mare 
candidates each time: “Our share of the vote in 
constituencies where we stand has remained 
about the same.” Except in the election for the 
European Parliament in 1989, when the party, 
scored over a fifth of the vote in half a dozen 
constituencies and nearly 15 per cent of the total, 
its share has not risen 
against a green vote i 


X-J put Ui UMS IUUU, 

risen above 15 per cent (as 
te in Germany which rose to 


6 Porrvtt has renounced 
green politics as unworldly 
while active like a bishop 9 


7-4 per cent in the Bundestag election of 1994, 
giving them 49 seats under proportional 
representation). 

The Lib-Dems are probably the most naturally . 


of mildly affluent urban worriers whose politics 
are a cross between a crusade and a hobby, this 
was bound to be the case. The Tbries have 
already overseen a deliberate increase in the tax- 
ing of petrol, but the Lib-Dems propose to go for- 
tber, and in exchange to reduce road tax on smaller 
engines. That is brave because it risks upsetting 
the party’s natural constituency. It appeals only 
to the better nature of the high-mileage Lib-JDem 
with the big tump under the bonnet. 

StiD, it is hard to match John Gummer’s state- 
ments on tr affic, housing and out-of-town 


supennarkets. AH assume that we may have to cur- 
tail our p re fe r r ed consumption patterns. That is 
post-materialism by the back door. It is also quite 
brave: Conservatives naturally enough like firm- 
ness best _ when it, applies to the lower orders, not 
■ fotbOTOwn. Perhaps, as a Christian, Mr Gummer 
is drawn to an area m which private morality must 
overflow into polity. When Peter Lilley says that 
his job is not to tax big pay cheques, he then use- 
fully adds that their recipients are under a large 
but private obligation to redistribute their wealth. 
It is, after ail, a bar to the entry to heaven. Green 
virtue cannot in quite the same way be private. 

Ami where is Labour? In Michael Meacher they 
have a shadow environmental protection minis- 
ter who seems amiable and serious. It looked a 
tittle unwise in Mm pubtidy to espouse in mid-cam- 
paign a particular environmental cause (that 
wh ich s u gg ests organo-ph osphme s are involved in 
the transmission of BSE) just as he stands a seri- 
ous chance of receiving the lull weight of official 
evidence on the matter and to be taking on the 
kind of responsibilities that malm banning this or 
that look rather more complicated than it appears 
to outsiders. It seems right, on the other hand, to 
propose, as he does, modestly stricter targets for 
controlling greenhouse gases. 

Mr Meacher seems tike the kind of man who 
would rather read or write a good book than buy 
a speedboat But asked whether New Labour was 

whosaw that “onemust cast away riches and 
attain wealth", he sighed and smiled mildly. “1 
have a lot of sympathy with people who want 
peace and quiet and the opportunity for tran- 
quillity, but they'll always be a minority. Winning 
elections is a pretty hard-headed business." 

It’s true: in this century the Western world has 
convulsed itself to both deny and defend die 
right in people to be grossly vulgar if they like. 
They like. 


At last! Shakespeare’s long-lost St George 


'esterday was St George’s^Day. It was also 


Y Shakespeare’s birthday. Bat have you ever 
drought how odd it was that these two great 
English occasions should be celebrated on the 
same day? And that there must be some 
connection between them, however unlikely? 

Well, there is! Experts have recently uncovered 
the remains of a hitherto unknown Shakespeare 
play which is on the very subject of St George and 
the Dragon. It is called, as you might expect. The 
Two Georges of Smyrna. 

Would you like to see an extract? 

You wouldn’t? 

Well, too bad, because here it Is. 

The scene is a back street of Smyrna, some time 
between the invention of Christianity and the modem 
day. Enter George, * knight errant, with fus attendant 
dragon. 

George: We have journeyed many a mile together 
Before we came to this fair town named Smyrna. 
And now we seek a place to lay our weary heads. 
Which is not quite so easy as it sounds. 

For every door on which we knock for help 
Has got a sign saying: “Dragons not welcome here”. 
Why do they like you not? 

Dragon: I cannot telL 

We dragons are a harmless lot, God wot 

We puff and blow and make a lot of noise, 

And cause a little fire from time to time. 

Why, I myself once burnt a haystack down 
While laughing at a joke. My gusty breath 
Being full of sparks did catch a comer of the hay 
And moments later there was nothing left. 

But every dragon has a tale like this. 

Thereafter are we careful with our breath 
And never cause another fire again. 

Not so with h umankin d, whose carelessness 



Miles Kington 


Leaves every town ablaze from time to time. 

George: Yes, yes, I know. We humans are to blame 
For everything that happens in this world. 

Yet somehow shift the blame to dragons. 

This is the constant burden of your plainL 
Dragom And it is true, as you have oft confessed! 

George: You may be right, but that is not the point 
Dragon: What is the point oh holy one-to-be. 

Oh martyr on the make, oh future saint? 

George The point is seeking lodgings for the night 
And that would be a simple thing to find 
Did I not have a dragon at my side! 

Dragon: Oh, now I start to catch your general drift! WeU. it’s ouit* rlmr , 

jmmp jror style, is what you mean to say! George X tlJfagofhLfS^F' 1 - 

L who have saved your life so often in the past cousins in Smvmn ^ , 801 ,da «icai 

Am now a little surplus to your wants! cousms m imvma and /W. , . 

Upon the road I am your trusty friend 
But here in town a mere embarrassment! 


George: Now, look, old dragon friend. . . 

Dragon: No, say no more! 

nitake your hint and make myself right scarce. 

I have have a cousin here in Smyrna, a dragon like me. 
With whom I may perchance find room to Slav. 

IU search him out and bother you no more, 
tomorrow you can buy a horse' and then 
You’ll look just like a normal knight again. 

George: Nay fair dragon, take not offence at me' 
we have endured so many dangers, roe and thee 
That being bound together in a common nli 2 hi 
Weshould not be parted by a trifling fight. * ’ 
Dragon: Ye cannot soften me with all this rhvmc 
Perhaps well meet again some other time ’ 

The dragon tosses his head proudly and goes off 
JjgHf - second glance. George scratches his head 

Georgy Alas, I do repent me of my hasty tongue 
Which yet again has far outrun my thought S * 
But night draws on and I bave still no bed. ‘ 

And nowhere in Smyrna to lay my weary head 
Y& bold! Have I not a long-lost co us in 
Whose name fc also George, here in this town * 

I thmk I have! Him will I search for now' 

Wl '° ^ 
2«l Dragon: Why, master, are you here pgain w 

George: What mean you. fool? I ve ne’er beTn" ' 

2nd Dragom Oh, master, that's a w^tStell.. . 


cousins in Smyrna and diem's eoinp’roi^ 1 T* . 
inmdjbly w, fumy mistaken hffi- ° f 

everything is cleared up. So I think ivV?/ • . 
the manuscript agaH ™ ‘■tee 
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the commentators 


This is no time 

to go sour on 
New Labour 



ere we go, the terminal 
week of this terrible 
_ _ t. Each day that 
sees the growing disaf- 
ion of Labour supporters 
complaining that the leader- 
ship is tilting ever rightwards. 

The groundswell of protest is 
suent, muttered, muted for fear 
of failure on 1 May. But the dan- 
ger is that Labour supporters 
are nagging. Many say they will 
not vote and others may opt for 
the Liberal Democrats m places 
where it is tactically A - 

lot of people are now very angry 
with Blair, especially over 
Europe - and they are solid 
committed New Labour believ- 
ers, not just the smattering of 
old socialist warhorses or 
Graniia dilettantes. Day by day 
residual affection is seeping 
away and goodwill is turning 
sour. It can't end too soon. 

“Ok. so I'm voting Labour, 
but I can’t bear to listen to them 
any more.” “If I hear Blair talk- 
ing about himself one more 
time, m vote Lib Dem. Me. me, 
trust me is all he ever says and 
the more he says it, the less I 
trust him”. “It’s Clinton all over 

a gain ” 

In a trade union office plas- 
tered with Vote Labour posters. 

1 came across one featuring a 
beaming Blair and the slogan 
“Britain deserves better", but 
some malcontent had inked in 
the words “than him”, together 
with a Hitler moustache. The • 
natives are restive. 

Labour strategists reckon their own people 
have nowhere else to go, but apathy ana anger 
are a real danger the election is by no means 
won. Blair on Europe, Blair on law and order, 
Blair on taxation -yes. Labour supporters are 
being sorely tried. Yet now. on the brink of vic- 
tory, is no time for all this angst, anger antlapa- 
tby. Just close your eyes and think of five more 
Tory years. 

Then ask yourself if really, truly, the cam- 
paign could have been different? Gould we 
have had honesty and principle? Probably not 
After all, it isuot just the politicians who lie. 
but the voters lie too. They tell earnest Rown- 
tree Foundation funded researchers that yes 
of course they would vote for higher taxes to 
pay for health and education. They tell poll- 
sters health and education are at the very top 
of their list of priorities, ye t all the evidence js 
that whatever they say tonice people with dip- 
boards, they wDl not vote for anyone who hints 
at extra taxes. FbralTweknow, they may afthis 
moment be lying to pollsters in droves about 
their true voting intentions. 

So the parties lie back to them. Both par- 
ties are signed up to spending plans that are 
simply impossible. The independent Institute 
of Fiscal Studies throws its hands up in 
despair at the gaping great holes in the bud- 
get both swear they will stick to. Labour 
posters baldly state “NHS waiting lists will be 
shorter” on the basis of no extra funding at 
all. Tbry posters lie back just as vigorously. The 
voters protest sanctimoniously about all this 
mendacity but they are no better themselves: 
we probably do get the politics we deserve. 
Now is not the time for a risky experiment in 
high -minded leadership. 

What kind of more uplifting campaign 
might Labour have fought instead? Wfe all have 
our wish lists - but would anything else work? 
The grumbling behind the scenes has rarely 
erupted in public but one who broke cover last 
week was Mark Seddon, the young editor of 
Tribune. He wrote an ill-judged call for more 
radical policies on the leader page of the right 
wing Evening Standard, of aO places to choose. 



Polly 

Toynbee 

The party 
will spring 
to life on 
2 May The 
model army 
will break 
step and 
real politics 


Of course the paper gleefully 
headlined it, “The left is just 
waiting, Mr Blair” and Labour 

• So, on behalf ofthose Labour 
supporters who yearn for a more 
principled campaign, I went to 
seek out what an alternative 
platform might have looked Hke. 
Seddon ondmed his menu of 
tempting policies: restore the 
earnings fink for state pennons, 
cut defence, increase welfare, 
nationalise rad and water, pay 
public sector workers their due, 
borrow more, not worry over- 
much about inflation, of 
course, tax the rich more. Fine 
- but that is the agenda that iost 
the last four elections. There 
may be good arguments for 
many of those policies, but if 
they make you unelectable, for- 
get it Those of us who broke 
with the Labour Party in 1981 to 
form the SDP left Labour out of 
despair at the failure of the 
party to recognise how fast soci- 
ety was changing beneath their 
feet Finally, we have a Labour 
party that understands the 
meaning of the post 18 years, 
even if those changes are 
unpalatable. 

Mark Seddon echoes the 

unhap py sentim ents of many 

Labour supporters when he says, 

will resume 

You can appeal to the best in 
people.” But what. I ask misan- 
thropically, if there is not 
enough “best” in them? The working class 
masses no longer exist Most people in work 
are middle class home-owners who are 33 per 
cent richer than 15 years ago, nurtured on the 
.politics of selfishness. What if nowadays the 
natural majority is comfortable and selfish? 
“Then we might as well afl gjve up,” Seddon 
says. But that is no answer. . 

Some words of comfort to the Labour 
apathists -all is not as blade as it seems. It does 
not take much investigative journalism to 
prod beneath the party’s iron electoral cara- 
pace to find that something is still alive under- 
neathiL Whisper it softly, the truth that dare 
not spe^ irt name -LabouririU spring to life 
surprisingly on 2 May. Blair’s New Model 
Army that marches so firmly in ranks now wall 
break step and real politics will resume. Once 
the election is over, MHIbank iron-fists will no 
longer hold sway. ; • - 
lake the ‘What’s Left?* network, for exam- 
ple. It is a loose grouping describing itself as 
“New Left within New Labour”, and it con- 

Blain RoSin Cook. Jolm^Prescott, Clare 
Short, Jean Causton, Peter Ham, Angela 
Eagle and some 30 other key players have all 
attended meetings. Those are not reds under 
Blair’s bed, they are an integral part of the bed 
be lies on. Deep-throat conversations with 
some of them reveal an absolute certainty that 
things will have to be different: the spending 
plans for instance, are just not sustainable. 
“More money has to be there by the first real 
budget in the autumn.” Is this sedition? “No. 
We strongly support New Labour but that 
doesn’t mean we win be blindly obedient.” 
Feel better? 

Personally. I believe inTbny Blair. If he suc- 
ceeds, we should forgive whatever he says now 
in. order to get elected: elections take place in 
the nether regions of politicians’ souls. Come 
2 May, we shall see the calibre of a man who 
says he has a mission to transform society. 
Meanwhile, remember the election is by no 
means over - and what is the point of getting 
your disillusion in first? 


H ad an 

extraordinary 
encounter the 
other day. I was 
presenting a 

radio show, in which a group 
of Radio 4 listeners had 
gathered to talk about the 
most prized books in their 
collections, under the eye of 
an eminent antiquarian 
dealer. On my left sat a ‘ 
pleasant lady from Leicester 
called Leonie, who bad 
brought along a first edition 
of Entertaining Mr Sloane , the 
first published work by the 
Sixties playwright Joe Orton. 
"Was there anything special 
about it? Why yes, she 
pointed out, it was inscribed 
on the inside page “Tb Mum 
and Dad, from Joe”, and was 
therefore a rare sighting of a 
presentation copy from the 
notably informal and anti- 
conventional gay dramatist 
“But the ‘Joe’ of the 
inscription could be any old 
Joe,” I reasoned with razor- 
like logic. ‘Are you sure it’s 
Joe Ortou’s handwriting?” " 
“Yes I am,” she said. Why? 
“Because Tm his sister,” she 
said shortly. 

A curious kind of 
fastidiousness overtakes you 
at moments like this. Your 
desire to interrogate any 
family connection of such a 
brilliant writer and wayward 
spirit is mitigated by a 
reluctance to seem merely 
nosey about a man who was 
murdered by his lover in 
1967. 

So it was only later that I 
ventured to ask: why was the 
inscription (“From Joe") so 
bloodless? why not “Love, 
Joe”? Because, she said, they 
were an unhappy family. 
Their father, WuHam, was 
weak and put-upon, “and our 
mother,” said Leonie, “was 
awful to us”. . 

That much we knew 
already, in fact, from John 
Lahris biography of Orton, 
Prick Up JburEars. which 
describes how Elsie Orton 
would vent her frustration 
and dislike on her family. ' 

But then Leonie began to 
laugh, a weird, indulgent 
cackle as if talking about a 
naughty child 



diking (firty: bold and beautiful Ms Wolf the talk of Gay 
Byrne's The Late Late Show* 


“She used to make us 
porridge in the morning, it 
came steaming hoi out of this 
saucepan. I remember sitting 
there in front of the bowl 
saying 7 don't want if, as 
children will, and my mother 
came past and shoved my 
bead mto it." At what age? “I 
must have been about five”, 
she said with the same crazy 
laugh. “I said to me sister 
Marilyn the other day, ‘D’you 
think we were abused as 
children?’ She said ‘Don't be 
so daft, of course we were.’ " 
What happened to 
Marilyn? “Once my mother 
banged her bead against the 
mangle in the kitchen and 
blocked her out." Picking my 
way through Leonie’s eldritch 
chuckling, I said “You mean 
she grabbed her daughter by 
the head and...?” 

“No, no," said Leonie, 

“She had this lovely long hair. 
My mother put it through the 
mangle.” Until she was 
unconscious? She nodded 
Her eyes were wild She 
seemed hugely amused, as by 
some terrible scene of black 
humour. Forty-five years after 
the event, it was still as dear 
to her as last night’s 
television: a fa refill of boiling 
porridge, a sister tortured by 
ner mother - and a whole 
nervous lifetime of defensive 
laughter. 


A! 


ccording to Mary 
Kenny, m Goodbye to 
.Cathode Ireland, 
published next week, one 



Unhappy famSes: the wedding of Leonie, sister of the 
playwright Joe Orton, in 1964 


“defining moment of cultural 
change” in the mid-Sixties 
was the episode that became 
known as “the Bishop and the 
Nightie". It happened on The 
Late Late Shenv, Ireland's 
Friday night two-and-a-half- 
hour chat show hosted by the 
foxy, white-haired Gay Byrne. 
in February 1966. 

Part of the programme was 
devoted to a marital quiz, on 
the lines of the American Mr 
and Mrs game show: a 
husband and wife were 
questioned separately about 
their own and their spouse's 
like s, dislikes, hobbies, views 
and so on. A Mrs Eileen Fox 
was asked what colour 
nightdress she’d worn on her 
wedding night. She said she 
couldn't remember - maybe 
she hadn’t worn one at all. 
Laughter and applause from 
the audience; but all hell 
followed from the Catholic 
Church. 

The Bishop of Ctonfert 
condemned the show from 
the pulpit of Loughrea 
Cathedral. The papers went 
bananas. Educational 
committees and sports 
authorities denounced The 
Late Late Show as “dirty”. 

The Irish Catholic magazine 
called Mrs Fox’s sweet little 
confession “a public 
discussion of bedroom 
relations between married 
couples”... 

Ms Kenny tells it most 
amusingly, 211(1 sees it as the 
start of a media revolution 
that would “remove all 
modesty from discussion 
about physical matters". 

Tb prove her point, she 
need look no further than last 
Friday’s The Late Late Show 
(still hosted by the 
indefatigable Mr Byrne) 
where Naomi Wolf, the 
feminist author and 
dreamboat dilated on her new 
book. Promiscuities. Friends in 
Dublin report that the city's 
population spent the weekend 
discussing little else than Ms 
Wolf’s clitoris which came up, 
so to speak, a dozen times in 
discussion. 

Emboldened by Gay 
Byrne’s anything-goes 
insouciance, she asked “Can 1 
mention blow-jobs?” and 
talked breezily about how 
good you had’ to be at fellatio 


Polling: it’s broke, but how do we fix it? 

Inadequate methods and unreliable respondents are challenging pollsters, says Conrad Jameson 


T he sharply contradictory 
findings will be seen as evi- 
dence of volatility among 
voters," read the desperate front 
c of yesterday's Daily Telegraph, try- 
ro explain away a rise m Labour s 

[to 21 points Hi its own Gallup rou 

the same day that ICM [repotted 
<mfs lead shrinking to five points 
Tte Guardian. But it isn’t the shafc- 
and Quacking of a volatile elec- 
tte that you hear in the polls- not, 
ainly, for two polls vrithnear «ien- 
l dates for fieldwork. The nose is 
ler the clatter and clang of an old 
ger of a sample survey tec^que 
; after breaking down in the last 
cral election, should never ha 
n allowed out without an Mai. 



ul auve. _ 

post-war elections. But here was 

ffiig else. They didntjust^k 

nmgW.Thcymisse^OT^ 

by line points, 
than double the 43 per ccn 
fljjuLabaur ncedsin this 
i its biggest victoiy 
gasketbiown. US tyres flat, the 

*** opinion poS neeefed an 



te phoniest- a revision of the 


sampling technique to get rid of a 
built-in Labour bias. The culprit was 
supposed tobethe cheap-and-cheerful 
quota sample, which told interviewers' 
how many, say, skilled, blue-collar 
workers to interview but left them to 
pick »nd choose respondents within 
the quota itself- Since quotas left too 
much discretion, finger-wagged The 
Economist, “tighter samples were 
needed - so that within a sample of 
"blue-collar workers, there should also 
■ be quotas for, say, the numbers of 

them who lived in council fiats. 

Gallop was applauded by The Econ- 
omist for replacing quotas last Janu- 
ary with the classical pinprick random 
sample that nowadays can be done 
cheaply by telephone. Bui why (fid the 
Labour bias in quota samples only 
show up in 1992 ? Quotes -actually 
replaced the more expensive random 
samples in the 1970s. And where, was 
the evidence that Jhe bias was the 

result of quotas? It wasn’t to be found. 

The Market Research Society took 
two years to admit the conclusion of 
its own post-mortem: hardly a quar- 
ter of the error in the 1992 Section 
could be put down to slovenly quotas. 

Even more unconvincing was the 
beguiling reassurance .that the polls 
had only been caught short by a last- 
minute swing - quite possibly caused 
bv a sudden increase m the numbers 
of people telling pollsters they’ were 
opSmistic about the economy and 


optimists are a thumping majority - 
and Labour is still in front. Arid why 
should polls get caught out by a last- 
minute swing? The survey that the 
polls’ reputation stand or fall by is 
held on the eve of the election, when 
voters are practically inside the voting 
booth. 

So just why were polls off last time 
by a whopping nine points? All of us, 
lay and professional alike, know the 
answer. Foil respondents were lying. 

' It was bad enough in the Seventies 
and Eighties. That's when voters 


6 Downright lying is 
something new and 
typical of the 
. Nineties? 


, bowls that, in hap pier days, made 
theirvoting behaviour so much easier 
to predict Studies started showing 
voters slithering back and forth 
between parties or swimming “away 
with a “don’t know” or “refuse to 
answer". The changelings and cop- 
outs are still with us - with heavy 
“don’t know” scores still flashing a 
danger warning. Most polk show them 
at 20 to 30 per cent. And pollsters are 
don’t knows, too, its that they don’t 
knew which way the “don’t knows” will 
flip. That ,. bo doubt, is why “don’t 
know” scores are so rarely published. 


But downright lying is something 
new and typical of the Nineties - that 
is why new dark clouds of doubt hang 
over pollsters’ performance. Lying is 
so new that, pretend as they might, 
they don’t know how to deal with it. 
Volatility should, in theory , cancel out 
in eve-of-election polls. More difficult 
to deal with are the evasions of Essex 
Man who likes to pretend he lives in 
Hampstead. How are pollsters to 
figure out bow many are lying, and 
whici way? 

Fbr feisty Bob Worcester of MORI 
the problem doesn't exist The poll- 
ster’s Panglossian assumption stays 
intact: people mean what they say and 
say what they mean. Ask well-honed 
questions in a proper sample, he 
argues, and, lo, you come out with 
MORTs impressive forecast of the 
South Wirraf landslide, off only by two 
points for the Tories and only one 
point fbr Labour. 

But do voters lie less at by-elec- 
tions? And what explains MORTs own 
fiasco in the 1992 election? Or scores 
that have popped up in several recent 
surveys asking people how they voted 
last time, whim show Labour won the 
last election? Or, even funnier, the exit 
polls at the last election showing a 
majority favouring Labour's fatal 
policy of increasing taxes for more 
welfare services? 

listen to Nick Sparrow of ICM, for 
whom the L-factor exists, all right, but 
that's no bother. It can be whisked 
away by a statistical lie-detector test 
that happens to be ICM’s own 
patented invention. Unfortunately, 


the panel data that ICM uses for 
adjusting its polling scores can't be 
scrutinised, only ICM’s impressive 
reactions - when ICM asked people 
how they voted last time it came out 
with scores jolly dose to the actual 
1992 results. 

But who says that success in redic- 
tion means success in prediction as 
well? And why, if the lie detector test 
is so important, does it change the 
scores published in The Guardian 
yesterday by only a single percentage 
point, with Labour rising to a six-point 
rather than a five-point lead after 
adjustments? 

The truth is that pollsters cannot 
possibly know bow to adjust for lying 
-assuming, of course, that adjustment 
is needed -untO after another general 
election or two. when new statistical 
and questionnaire techniques have 
been tested. 

So what are we poor punters sup- 
~ to do with our hand-wringing 
>ubts amid shrill claim and counter- 
claim? Tony Simpson of the Harris poll 
gives the kindly answer (o the tune of 
abelhr laugh: live with them- ami don't 
beL WLh that sound advice -plus a hint 
from Aristotle about knowing the exac- 
titude each type of inquiry allows - we 
can still make out heads from tails, say, 
by making allowances ourselves for bow 
many of the “don't knows”, for exam- 
ple, are crypto-Tories. Look at the 
record. WeVe as good a chance of 
getting it right as the pollsters. 

The writer is the retired managing 
director of a market research firm. 


Intimate 
words with 
Naomi: it’s 
enough 
to turn 
an Irish 
bishop’s 
head 



when she was a teenager, 
while the older gentlemen of 
the RTE audience sal in silent 
wonder. 

A priest in the audience 
asked a question about 
Catholic youth and 
promiscuity: in return, Mr 
Byrne asked him if he had 
anything to contribute to ihc 
earlier discussion. “I. er. 
haven't really had much 
experiences of clitorises.” sard 
the priest sheepishly. What, 
you can't help wondering, 
would the Bishop of Clonfcrt 
have made of that? 

N ews comes in from 
New York that 
thousands of citizens 
face haring their lives 
disrupted in the most 
inconvenient way. Chaos 
stares them in the face. 
Horror grips the souls of 
Manhattan’s rich apartment- 
dwellers as they face the 
unimaginable prospect that 
the city's doormen may go on 
strike. 

No really, it's true. 
Discussions are still under 
way to stop 30,000 “building 
workers” from downing their 
Big Macs and copies of 
Rustler magazine and 
working to rule. They are 
striking for more money for 
themselves, and for a lower 
starting salary for new 
workers, which are modest 
enough demands. 

What seems hilarious to a 
British ear is the level of 
panic among residents who 
will suddenly have to do 
things even rich flat-owners 
in London take for granted: 
sorting the mail, delivering it 
to your own door, calling a 
text, changing a lightbulb. 
taking out refuse sacks, 
allowing estate agents in - 
and most of all. a frightfully 
complicated manoeuvre 
called “watching the front 
door”. 

This, as British visitors to 
New York will know, means 
that, should you dare enter 



an apartment block and 
head for the lifts without 
telling him whom you’re 
calling on, a fat trucker in a 
uniform will start veiling at 
you. The only things they 
"ever say are "OK, 1 wanna 
see some I D.” and (into the 
telephone! “Mrs RhcinholtV 
There’s a guy down here says 
he knows va..." 

They are a spectacularly 
otiose breed, hut also 
spectacularly oui of date in a 
modem city. 1 mean, how else 
can you think of their 
proposed action than as a 
mass walkout of butlers and 
footmen? 



New York doorman: how w3l 
the rich cope if they strike? 
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CWS threatens legal action as Regan returns boxes of confidential information to the High Court 


Co-op to press for 



l f ss 

mi 


Nigel Cope 

City Correspondent 

The Co-operative Wholesale 
Society went on the offensive 
against Andrew Ream's Lanica 
Trust vvsterday. saying it would 
press for "substantial damages” 
against the 31 -year-old entre- 
preneur and his “fellow con- 
spirators." 

The move came after Mr 
Regan relumed seven boxes of 
confidential CWS information 
to the High Court. The mater- 
ial had been obtained with the 
help of Allan Green, the former 
retailing controller of Lhe CWS 
who was suspended last week. 
The CWS said Mr Regan was 
then using the information to 
prepare to launch an auda- 
cious £l.5bn break-up bid for 
the 130-year-old movement. 

The boxes contained a 
breathtaking array of informa- 
tion including minutes of CWS 
hoard meetings, computer disks, 
management accounts, policy 
documents, information about 
directors and the name and ad- 
dress of every CWS member. 

In his sworn affidavits Mr 
Regan admitted that the confi- 
dential material was copied 
wideiv within the financial com- 
munity and lhaL Hambros, his 
financial advisers, retained 
copies. Stolen computer disks 
were downloaded on to sever- 
al computers in the City. The 
CWS said the contents were still 
on t he bard disks of computers 
at Lloyds Bank Registrars and 
at Galileo, the offshoot of Lan- 
ica Trust being used for the bid. 

A CWS spokesman said: 
“The affidavits filed in court by 
Andrew Regan tell an extraor- 
dinary story. Over many 


months, Allan Green was sys- 
tematically stealing documents 
to order and it appears that he 
was encouraged to do that by 
Mr Regan and David Lyons [Mr 
Regan’s right-hand man]. 
[They] then used that for their 
own purposes." 

In a string of abusive letters 
sent to Mr Regan, his fellow. di- 
rectors and his advisers, the 
CWS lambasts the young en- 
trepreneur's tactics and his 
ethics. 

A letter from the CWS chief 
executive, Graham Melmoth, 
said: “Mr Green stole an enor- 
mous quantity of documents - 


also asks when Hambros was 
shown the. confidential infor- 
mation and why ft did hot ques- 
tion how' they was obtained. 
“Did any of you people ask Mr : 
Regan: where did these docu- 
ments come from- and- -how 
were they obtained? If not why 
not?". ' 

In an attempt to diffuse the . 
situation, David Lyons sent a 
letter to every member of th& 
CWS board trying to call off die 
legal wrangle. It said: “I am writ- 
ing to ask you whether, in pref- 
erence to continued - legal 
proceedings, it would be in he. 
bet interests of members to re- ' 


4 Allan Green stole documents to 
order and it appears he was 
encouraged ... by Mr Regan 


they fill seven large boxes ... 
Could you please tell us what re- 
ward or inducements were 
offered to Allan Green?" 

In his affidavit, Mr Green ad- 
mits to meeting Mr Regan six 
of seven times between Sep- 
tember last year and this Apnt 
“I now unreservedly accept that 
I exceeded my authority and was 
in breach of my obligations as 
an employee," he said. Mr 
Regan said that material was 
copied and sent back by couri- 
er to Mr Green's home. 

The CWS also despatched 
letters to Mr Regan’s financial 
and legal advisers questioning 
their integrity. The letter to 
Lord Hambro, chairman of 
Hambros Bank describes Mr 
Green as “a common thief". It 


ceive details of the proposal and 
allow them to reach a decision." 

This was treated to. a con- 
temptuous response from 
Lennox Fyfe, the CWS 
chairman. 

He said* “You mention die le- 
gal proceedings. Letme.maJce 
the position dear. Wfe intend to 
press on with those proceedings 
and to secure a judgment for 
substantial damages against 
you and your fellow conspira- 
tors ._ As for your proposal, { . 
have given instructions that it 
should be returned to you un- 
opened and unread." 

The CWS maintains that its 
board is un animo us in its op- 
position to Mr Reghh’s break- 
up bid. It says that its corporate 
members, the regional soci- 


eties, will voice their support for 
the CWS at its annual meeting 

■ next month. 

Meanwhile the CWS denied 
that it was still operating a sur- 
vefflance operation on Mr 
Regan and his advisers. The Re- 

■ gah team daims they are still be- 
ing foDowed and and being 
filmed. The CWS says it called 
off the security firm Control 
Risks on Friday. 

However, it has emerged that 
Control Risks was not the first 
firm approached- The CWS 
went to rival firm Kroll Asso- 
ciates first but found that they 
' .were already looking into 
Regan’s affairs for another 
• party. It is understood that 
Kxoil had been hired by Allied 
Irish B anks, which Mr Regan 
had lined up to buy the Co-op 
Bank if his break up bid was suo- 
cessfuL 

Nomura International has 
emerged as Mr Regan’s main 
backer and is prepared to ful- 
ly underwrite £12bn of debt fi- 
nance for his bid. This would 
. See Co-op members receive a 
cash payment of £1,000 each. 
The Co-op Union would re- 
ceive £10ra to give to “good 
causes." 

One source close to the bid 
camp said: “The Co-op is now 
in play. If Regan does not get, 
someone else will." 

The CWS and the Regan 
. camp are due in court tomor- 
row where Justice fightm an will 
decide whether or not the in-, 
junction banning the use of 
confidential information should 
, be lifted. 

: The CWS says it wfll ask the 
court to make the interim in- 
junction permanent" 

Comment, page 21 
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Heading for the High Court: Boxes of infor m at i on obtained by Allan Green, the 
suspended CWS man, at the offices of the Co-op lawyers Linklaters and Paines 


City PR man witnessed £2.4m payment to Zimet 


Nigel Cope . 

The document which authorised 
the controversial £L4m payment 
by .Andrew Regan to a Cayman 
kk*s middleman was witnessed by 
a leading City public relations ad- 
viser. it emerged yesterday 

The name' of David Bick. a 
director of Financial Dynamics 
and part of the Regan advisory 
team on the Co-op bid, appears 
as a witness on the payment 
slip together with that of Mr 
Regan himself. At the time of 
the payment in January 1995 Mr 
Bick was a director of Bucha- 
nan Communications, the ad- 
visers to Hobson, Mr Regan's 
food manufacturing company. 

The Jt2.4m payment was 
made lo Ronald Zimet. a mys- 
terious businessman, in return 
for assistance in negotiating an 
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Key issue: David Bick (left) witnessed the payment by Andrew Regan (centre). Hobson’s 
David Wigglesworth (right) expressed concerns about the deal Bick photograph: PR Week 


extension of a comma between 
Hobson and the Co-operative 
Wholesale Society. 

Mr Bick said his involvement 
was perfectly in order “I was a 
witness signatory lo.the extension 


to the supply agreement” How-’ 
ever, he denied be had many way 
authorised ft. “How can I when ■ 
I am not a cheque signatory." 

The payment is becoming a 
key issue on the Co-op bid as 


the GWS says its representatives 
say they know nothing of Mr 
Zimet or his company HeJiis In- 
ternational They say all nego- 
tiations were conducted directly 
with Mr Regan. 


Mr Zimet, who is thought to 
be in Israel has been instructed 
by his lawyers not to comment. 

News of the unusual authori- 
sation came as fresh details of the 
payment to Mr Zimet emerged. 
.It is understood that the non- 
executive directors of Hobson 
expressed concern about the 
offshore deal The two non- 
executives on the board were 
David Wigglesworth, the non- 
executive chairman, and Martin 
Bunting, chairman of Bluebird 
Toys and former chairman of Inn 
Business pubs group. 

Hobson’s auditors, KPMG, 
have already admitted that they 
had expressed concerns about 
the payment. KPMG said it only 
agreed to sign off Hobson’s 1995 
accounts following assurances 
from Mr Regan and fellow di- 
rector. David Lyons, that the 


Zimet payment was in order; 

Hobson’s financial advisers, 
Swiss Bank Corporation, said ft 
did not “clear” the payment to 
Trellis. It said it was told of the 
extension, to the supply agree- 
ment with the Co-op in January 
1995 but not the £2.4m pay- 
ment When ft was told two 
months later it resigned as 
Hobson's financial adviser. 

Mr Zimet is said to have ap- 
proached Mr Regan in early 
1995 saying he could re-nego- 
tiate the deal for £5m.He said 
that if he arranged it for less he 
would keep the difference. The 
deal was completed for £L85m. 

The CWS recently wrote to 
Mr Regan asking for details on 
Mr Zimet’s role and why it was 
worth £2.4m. Mr Regan replied 
saying that Mr Zimet had been 
involved in the negotiations “for 


some weeks". He wasemployed 
“because Hobson had not suc- 
ceed in negotiating an extension 
[to the supply contract] without 
assistance". It felt it could there- 
fore “usefully use Mr Zimet". 

Mr Melmoth wrote back 
pouring scorn on this explana- 
tion. saying that Mr Zimet had 
spent just three days on the ne- 
gotiates and had been paid 
£2.4m for his trouble. 

. Mr Melmoth sent a second 
letter to Mr Regan yesterday 
saying: *T find it extraordinary 
that you did not appear to ask 
Mr Zimet how be was able to 
overcome the CWS resistance 
to your proposed terms. Were 
you not curious? Didn't you ask 
him what effective new strategy 
or tactic or argument be bad 
employed in order to obtain the 
CWS agreement?" 


Molins reveals hole in accounts 


iftn Levi 

The chartered accountants 
Kl’N IG are ai the centre of a sec- 
ond auditing nightmare - this 
time at Muliiis. the tobacco ma- 
cluneiy company. Michael Orr, 
chairman nf Molins. stunned 
shareholders at yesterday's un- 
nii.il meeting with revelations of 
a potential multi-million pound 
hole in its accounts after 
identifying “certain financial ir- 
regularities" at Langston Cor- 
poration. Tis US corrugated 
board machinery subsidiary. 

klr Orr told the meeting: 
"Preliminary indications suggest 
ilut the cumulative overstate- 
ment of profits could he in the 
region ol Si 2m (£7.4m).“ 

He said that after lax relief the 
iieure could he reduced to 


57.2m. Of this about $1.8m 
after anticipated tax relief ap- 
peared to relate to the 1996 ac- 
counts. This compared with the 
corrugated board division’s op- 
erating profits Iasi year of £3.7m 
and overall Molins group pre- 
tax profits of £24.9m. 

Two senior American execu- 
tives, Leo Maynes, president, 
and Wilt BetviUe. chief financial 
officer, have been sacked. Mr 
Orr has sent in two replacements 
from the UK - Tbny Stroud, 
group international director of 
sales, as Langston’s new gener- 
al manager, and Bart Van 
Egmond as finance director. 

Molins has also called in Price 
Vttiterhouse to work with KPMG 
on an immediate investigation. 
Asked by a shareholder if he 
thought KPMG were “blame- 


worthy", Mr Orr said: “The very 
fact that we have asked Price 
Waterhouse to work alongside 
KPMG speaks for itself. We as 
directors of the company must 
take the blame. Perhaps the au- 
ditors share in that." 

KPMG is already at the cen-. 
tre of a row at National ’West- 
minster over the £90m the bmik 
lost in its interest rate options 
department. An mvestigation 
into the NatWst affair by Coop- 
ers & Lybrand, chartered 'ac- 
countants, and Linklaters & 
Paines, the law firm, will exam- 
ine the role of auditors KPMG: 

The US losses at Molxns sent 
the shares 97 .5p lower lo 645p, 
wiping £35m off the company’s 
stock market value. They have 
fallen nearly 400p from last 
year’s peak. 


Problems at Langston first 
’ surfaced 10 days after release of 
annual accounts in the middle 
of last month. 

“We were alerted by a phone 
call from a former employee of 
Langston who had recently re- 
signed from the company," Mr 
Orr revealed. “At first the prob- 
lem appeared to be a small one 
and in any case the allegations 
were, unproven." 

But by the end of March both 
Mr Mayne&,who had been roo- 
ming the US operation since 
1987, and his finance director, 
Mr Belvflle, were suspended. 
Both lost their jobs on Monday. 

' Mr Ore insisted that there was 
no suggestion of cash being tak- 
en out of the business but said 
overstating profits would have 
• affected staff bonuses. 


Berkeley fined £70,000 over 
pensions mis-selling review 


Nic Cicutti 

Personal Finance Editor 

The Personal Investment Au- 
thority, the financial regulator. 


members following criticisms by mediately rectified those areas 
MPs and consumer groups over in which we were at fault" 
its alleged failures to ensure When the PLA was formed in 
swift compensation to victims of 1994, independent financial ad- 


the pension transfer scandal. 


visers feared thi 
equipped to de 


it not be 

A PLA spokesman said the equipped to deal with tougher 
fine followed a visit to the firm, compliance requirements, 
based in Coventry, by the reg- Thousands rushed to join 
ulator's pensions review team in IFA networks which provide 
May 1996. The team found that technical assistance and deal 
Berkeley had failed to issue with compliance issues. 

firms in its network with ade- 

quate instructions on how to [ 
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of its pensions mis-selling review 
by fining one of its members 
more than £70,000 for a series 
of compliance failures. 

Berkeley Independent Ad- 
visers was also ordered to pay 
£15,000 in costs after admitting 
the offences. The fine against 
Berkeley, a network of inde- 
pendent financial advisers 
(IEAs), is the laigest to be levied 
by the PLA against its members. 

It signals a new-found tough- 
ness by the PLA against its 


&?•: :.-J t. L 

P&s ; ' 


MwmaM cwim. 


Retail 
sales up 
again as 
exports 
dive 


Diane Coyle 

and Chris GoJsmark 

The two*speed economic re- 


identify pension cases that 
needed to be reviewed. It also 
failed to have proper procedures 
m place to monitor its advisers’ 
conduct of the pensions review. 

Hazel Hodge, bead of mar- 
keting at Berkeley,; said; “We 
have held our hands tq> and im- 
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high street sales and a shaip fall 
in manufacturers’ export orders. 

With the Bank of England 
urging an increase in interest 
rates to cool the economy de- 
spite the strong pound, the 
Confederation of British in- 
dustry (CBI) yesterday pleaded 
for higher taxes instead. Other- 
wfeeiit warned, Britain would 
face a further rise in the value 
of the pound and a plunge in ex- 
port confidence. 

Andrew Buxton, the chair- 
man of the CBFs economic af- 
fairs committee, said economic 
policy should be tightened 
“sooner rather than later”, and 
preferably through higher taxes. 
“The problem one risks with in- 
terest rates is that it will make 
the pound strengthen even 
more," he said. 

TheCBrscommentscameas 
the minutes of the meeting be- 
tween Kenneth Clarke and Ed- 
die George last month showed 
that the Governor of the Bank 

nf ‘England called once again for 
a quarter point rise in the cost 
of borrowing. If the move was 
delayed, “more substantial 
tightening would eventually be- 
come unavoidable." Mr George 
warned. 

Although the Chancellor said 
he and Mr George agreed to 
differ by a quarter point, most 
analysts expect whorar has 
the job after the election to in- 
crease interest rates. 

This expectation was re- 
inforced by figures for retail 
sales last month and by the 
home market aspects of the 
CBI’s quarterly survey of 
industrial trends. 

The volume of sales on the 
high street rose by (1.3 per cent, 
and in the latest three months 
their annual growth rale has 
picked up to 4.4 per cent. Food 
sales are growing Far more 
slowly than the rest. Annual 
growth in sales of non-food 
items has reached 6.9 per cent, 
with clothing and footwear 
especially strong in March. 

“This is before the tax cuts, 
the windfall gains and the elec- 
tion. There is eveiy reason to ex- 
pect it to pick up'furtber," said 
Ciaran Barr, an economist at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell. 

The CBI survey showed that 
home orders, although below 
expectations, remained at their 
highest rate for two yeare. Com- 
panies predicted their home or- 
der books would grow over the 
next four months at the briskest 
rate since October 1988. 

Despite job losses in the lat- 
est quarter, manufacturers said 
they would increase employ- 
ment in the next four months for 
the first time since 1989. 

But the strong pound, which 
has risen by 25 per cent against 
the German mark in six months, 
became the biggest constraint 
on export optimism, for the first 
time since the depths of the re- 
cession in 1981. Export opti- 
mism was at a six-year low. 

The strong pound also meant 
that manufacturers’ unit costs 
are expected to fall at the fastest 
rate since the CBI began its 
survey. 

Some City analysts saw the 
survey as evidence that there is 
no inflationary danger. But 
others said it was misleading to 
focus on manufacturing. 
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Assault on Co-op is a significant City scandal 


> 


ill* 


*Th ose who believe the 
City to be a place 
peopled only by greedy 
spivs will draw much 
comfort for their view 
from this bid. If this 
were any old house 
being burgled by the 
City, then perhaps 
nobody would take 
that much notice. 

But it is not; 
it is the Co-op’ 


A s the stray of Andrew Regan’s awpnir 
the Cooperative Wholesale Society 
draws towards its final denouement, the City 
needs to be asking itself some hard and 
searching questions. No apology is offered 
for returning, scratched record like, to this 
extraordinary saga or for the high morale 
tone being adopted in these columns, for we 
are looking, we believe, at a very significant 
City scandal here. . 

With the approach of a new Labour gov- ■ 
eminent, filled with reforming and high eth- 
ical zeal, the City needs this episode Eke a 
hole in the head. It is not just that Mr 
Regan’s assault on the CWS is an act of 
unrestrained greed. That, perhaps, is what 
we must expect from the modem City. It is 
| much worse than, this, for h now transpires 
I that the assault also involves unauthorised 
plunder of commercial secrets and confi- 
dences on an unprecedented scale. Seven 
boxes of the stuff have over the months been 
sm u gg l ed out of the CWS and delivered to 
order to Mr Regan and his h enchman 
This might amount to eve ry d ay pra ctice for 
Mr Regan and his fellow conspirators, but 
can it really be par for the course at Ham- 
bros, Sdxroders, Travers Smith Braifowaite, 
Allen and Overy, Nomura, Clifford Chance 
and all the other top drawer City firms 
involved in this takeover? They might vainly 
protest now that the information supplied by 
Allan Green and others has not been of 
much use to them in their disreputable 
endeavour, bat they lapped hup at the time 


Nor docs the insistence of Hambro’s and 
others that the information was provided 
“vohmtaj3y M , and that legal advice was 
taken on it .ail, provide any moire thap the 
lamest possible of excuses. Blinded by the 
fees on offer, said to amount to £33m to 
Hambros alone in the event of success, these 
are organisations which have failed to ask 
die right questions either of themselves or 
their clients. 

- Did they know where the documents 
were coming from? And if they did, were 
they aware that the man supplying them had 
also sold a CWS contract to Mr Regan for 
£2£5m which Mr Regan himself believed to 
be worth £5 m, the difference being pocketed 
by a shadowy offshore middleman? 

Those that believe the City to be a place 
peopled only by greedy spivs will draw 
comfort for their view from this bid. If this 
were any old house being burgled by the 
City, then perhaps nobody would take that 
much notice. But it is not; it Is the Coop. It 
is the people of the North, people on below 
average incomes; old Labour territory, hon- 
est, decent people with little understanding 
of offshore tax havens and high rolling 
financiers, people to whom the language of 
cost cutting, asset management, return on 
capital ana shareholder value is as alien as 
a foreign tongue. 

If it is not careful, the City will find itself 
punished for its act of piracy, and as usual, it 
will only have itself to blame. As for the bid 
ilsel£ we can expect another day of mod fling- 


ing ^ when the show returns to the ffigh Court 
to m o rr ow, but it hard to see what Mr Regan 
can hope to salvage from the wreckage now. 

Fudge on euro 
contradicted by IMF 

T he boffins of Brussels have plainly gone 
through one of those exercises made so 
easy by modem computer technology in ar- 


choose the answer you want to get out of your 
equations - it was a deficit of three per cent 
of GDP on the nose in this case. The ny ou 
work backwards to find the profile for GDP 
growth that will deliver this pleasing round 
number. . 

Ob, bat not in the case of Italy. It suffered 
the ignominy of being one of the two coun- 
tries (the other was Greece) the Commis- 
sion said will not get its government deficit 
below that mystical three per cent of GDP 
figure this year. No wonder the Italians were 
furious at being left out when the Eurocrats 
handed round the fudge. And no wonder the 
financial markets just laughed at the Com- 
mission figures. 

The Internationa] Monetary Fund had a 
better stab at forecasting EU budget deficits. 
It said nine rather than 15 countries are 
likely to meet the budget deficit criterion. 
The six that will probably not make it are the 
HU’S five biggest economies - Germany, 


France, Italy, the UK and Spain - phis 
Greece. The numbers were far more cred- 
ible as economic forecasts go, but they do 
not mean that the angle currency will go 
ahead without any of these six. 

In feet, the two sets of forecasts were deliv- 
ering the same message. It was that mem- 
bership of EMU will be a political decision, 
subject to minimum economic performance 
constraints. There will be a broad member- 
ship, but Italy will be excluded initially. 

Italy has achieved an incredible economic 
and political transformation in its eagerness 
to join the club, but it has not yet gone far 
enough to gain entry. Nothing it can do in 
the space of a year is likely to change that 
picture or the mind of the other members. 

As Flemming Larsen, the IMF's chief 
forecaster, said when he presented the fig- 
ures yesterday, the small discrepancies 
between one set of forecasts and another do 
not an economic problem, but rather 
a political one. 

Utilities met their 
Waterloo overseas 

"H turning a utility is such a dreadfully dull 
Jt\job, though not one without its financial 
compensations, as the relentless tide of board- 
room excesses among the privatised water and 
electricity companies has taught us. How 
much more fun it is to get away form the drea- 
ry world of electricity pools, distribution price 


reviews and K factors and do a spot of busi- 
ness instead in Brazil, or Thailand or perhaps 
even Pakistan. 

Fun these overseas adventures may be, quite 
apart from clocking up the Air miles. But as for 
being a profitable use of shareholders funds, 
much less in the interests of their captive cus- 
tomer bases back home, forget it. 

The track record of our utility companies 
when it comes to foreign endeavour is one of 
near universal and unmitigated disaster. The 
latest company to come a cropper is the 
National Grid, which has had the mg pulled 
rather abruptly from under its feet in ftdtistan. 
The f 400m contract it thought it had from the 
former government of Benazir Bhutto to 
build a power transmission network turns out 
not to be worth the paper it is written on. 

The collapse of the project follows in a grand 
tradition. Thames Water and United Utilities 
have both had their fingers expensively burnt 
overseas and Anglian Wbicr has run into a 
maze of problems in Brazil, an episode about 
which a great deal more has yet to be told. 

If the managers who run our utilities really 
want to try their band at being proper busi- 
nessmen operating in competitive markets, 
then they should find other employers to 
experiment with. It is the excess profits that 
the utilities have reaped since privatisation 
which has bankrolled these hairbrained sor- 
ties into overseas markets. And if Labour's 
windfall tax has one thing in its favour, it Lx 
that it will surety put a stop to such profligate 
behaviour. 


Bosses at 
loggerheads 
over single 
currency 


Micliaei Harrison 
and Chris Godsmarfc 

Britain's two leading business 
organisations came to blows yes- 
terday over the single currency 
amid reports that the Confed- 
eration of.British Industry was 
set Itx bade European economic 
and monetary union. - 
Lord Young, president of 
the Institute ofDirectois and a 
former Conservative cabinet 
minister, jsaifo “I have never 
forgotten theway the CBI came 
out against all our trade union 
reforms in the J980& because 
they wanted an easy time. It 
could be they are looking to 
support the single currency be- 
cause it is the easy way out, be- 
cause the pound is a problem.” 
If the OBI endorsed EMU it. 
would be a “step in the wrong 
direction" because the IoD did 
not believe Britain should con- 
template a single currency for 
the foreseeable future. 

Tim MeJvifle-jRoss, the loD’s 


director-general, followed up 
Lord Young’s criticisms, saying 
EMU would be damaging for 
foe country and its members. 
Although it had not canvassed 
members recently, its last polls 
showed 70 per cent opposed to 
EMU. “It is becoming a big 
company versus small company 
debate,” he added. 

A number of large companies 
including Unilever, whose 
chairman Niall Fitzgerald heads 
the CBTs Europe committee, 
are strongly pro-EMU. 

But Mr MelvDle-Ross said: 
“Big companies should look 
beyond their own corporate in- 
terests to the wider economy. It 
is a narrow-minded view when 
big companies say a single cur- 
rency is good for Europe." 

The CBI, however, sought to 
distance itself from reports that 
it was poised to oesne out in sup- 
port of Britain joining the sin- 
gle European currency. 

It confirmed it had embarked 
on a private internal consultation 



exercise which would lead to an 
official view on foe euro by foe 
summer. Three optkins were be- 
ing put to members at council 
meetings in a briefing docu- 
ment written largely by Adair 
Ihxner, director-general, and 
Kate Barker, chief economist 
. However, the CBI insisted 
one of the options was for foe 
UK to stay out of monetary 
union “for the foreseeable 
future". Hie other two options 
are thought to be to join in the 
first wave of countries in 1999 
and to wait on foe sidelines 
before matting a decision. 


IMF cheery on world economy 
but warns against EMU delays 


Diane Coyle 

and Sarah Helm 

Prospects for the world 
, economy are rosy but foe cem- 
trasts between the fortunes of 
s ' different countries are becom- 
ing starker, according to the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). In a new set of economic 
forecasts yesterday it upgraded 
predictions for growth in foe 
Anglo-Saxon economies and 
downgraded foe outlook for 
continental Europe. 

The IMF said none of the big 

five EU countries would meet 
the single currency target of a 
3 per cent of GDP government 
deficit 

But it warned foal there must 
be no delay to economic mon- 
etary union because foe uncer- 
tainty was undermining growth. 

Yet. in shar p contrast, foe Eu- 
ropean Commission produced 
its rosiest forecasts for eco- 
nomic and monetary union 
yesterday, predicting that 13 

countries would meet foe key 
t deficit criterion to qualify for foe 

launch as growth picked up. 

Brushing off renewed accu- 
sations that its predictions arc 
massaged, foe Commission 
predicted Germany. France, 
Portugal, Spain and Austria 
would meet foe deficit ceiling 

dead-on. All five would nit me 

3 per cent figure, which must be 
attained this year by counties 
hoping to join at the launch on 
1 January 1999. „ . 

It was "no coincidence that 
the figure should be precisely 3 
per cent in so many cases, said 
Yves TbibauJt de Silgtty. * e 

Economics Commissioner. 
Attaining that target had oral 

foe countries’ oliectiw®^™ 

Maastricht Treaty- TTrc Com 

r mksmn used , the occasion to 
* counter predictions foe single 
tmrreney might to delayed. 
The. IMF’s semi-annual 

- Wbrid Economic Outlook was 


more measured. It said the 
run-up to EMU was taking its 
toll on foe European econo- 
mies, because of budget cats and 
uncertainty about foe shape 
monetary union would take, 
“n is critical to get through this 
period promptly by bringing 
foe proj ect back to term, with- 
in foe agreed time frame," the 
report safdu • 

It put government deficits in 
1997 above the critical 3 per 
cent of GDP level in France, 
Germany, Italy, foe UK, Spain 
and Greece, although foe report 
said progress on dearie 
reduction had been impressive. 
It added that bat for weak 
growth. a& but four EU mem- 
bets would have met foe target 
last year. 

The IMF trimmed its 1997 
fo p-ggcia fnir growth in Germany 
and Italy. Nowhere on foe Con- 
tinent does it see a chance of sig- 
nificant falls in unemployment 
tiiis year, calling for more ex- 
tensive reforms of employment 


However, it raised its growth 
forecasts for the US, UK and 
Canada. Although warning of 
the risk of a sharp correction on 
Wall Street, the report said: 
“There are-few signs of foe ten- 
sions and imbalances that fore- 
shadow significant downturns in 
the business eyrie." 

The risk of hig her inflation in 
the UK points to foe need for 
a rougher fiscal polky and an in- 
crease in interest rates, foe 
Fund’s economists say. They 
also reckon a. farther moderate 
rise m US interest rates wi 21 be 
needed. 

On foe other hand, foe IMF 
said there might be a need for 
interest rates on foe Continent 
to falL Reductions in recent 
years should have been more 
rapid in response to foe eco- 
nomic downturn. 

Despite foe differences be- 
tween the EU and foe author- 
itative IMF figures, Mr de 
S3gay insisted: “There has been 



IMF forecasts of world GDP growth 
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no tinkering or trading." Sus- 
picion has centred particularly 
on Germany in view of a series 
of gloomy economic predic- 
tions, fr has become increaangty 
dear in recent weeks that foe 
rest of foe EU may come under 
pressure to turn a blind eye if 
Germany narrowly overshoots 
foe deficit ceiling. 

This was all tot confirmed 
yesterday by Commission 
officials. They insisted differ- 
ences were simply caused by 
“rounding up or rounding down 
of foe figures". 

Predictions that the Italian 
deficit would stand at 32. per 
cent this year and an even 
higher 3.9 per cent next year 
caused storms of protest in 
Rome. The Italian government 
dow realises that it is unlikely 
to be given foe same leeway as 
Germany, on the grounds that 
its budget-cutting measures are 
less “sustainable". 

Mr de Sflguv did not rule out 
foe chance Italy could still make 
foe grade, tot he stressed any 
one-off measures most tie sup- 
plemented by more lasting cuts. 

.The Commission figures 
showed that most countries will 
continue to over-shoot the 
Maastricht debt criteria-- many 
seriously. However, irisalready j 
clear that the Commission , 
favours more flexibility on foe 
debt criterion, stating only that 
countries should be moving to- 
wards foe 60 per cent ceiling. 

Its rosy view of foe next two 
years was based on a series of 
favourable economic assess- 
ments, including a prediction 
EU-wide growth wm continue 
to rise, reaching 2.4 per cent in 
1997 and 2& per cent in 1998. 

Elsewhere in its report, foe 
IMF called on Japan to speed 
up deregulation of its economy. 

It trimmed its prediction for 
Japan’s-GDP growth this year, 
.although expecting a pickup in 
1998. 


Europe’s £ 50 bn-a-year fraudsters 
‘threaten economic prosperity’ 


Euro options: The CBI director-general Adair Turner is 
preparing to canvass industry on the single currency 


There are 13 regional CBI 
councils, though a spokesman 
said foe decision would be 
made through “consultation" 
and would not be put to a vote. 

Andrew Buxton, head of foe 
CBTs ectnromrc committee, re- 
fused to be drawn on which way 
the consultation process would 


Katherine Butler 

Brussels 

Europe’s fraud gangs are haul- 
ing in up to £50to each year and 
are threatening foe ELTs eco- 
nomic prosperity, an investiga- 
tion sponsored by foe European 
Commission has found. 

Sophisticated computer- 
based frauds perpetrated 
against insurance companies, 
banks, investment firms and 
public agencies rival foe nar- 
cotics trade in scale, according 
to the report. 

It follows a year-long inves- 
tigation by accountants and 
management consultants De- 
loitte and louche. 

The study identifies 10 of 
foe most wmtying forms of hi- 
tech crimes, including mobile 
phone doning, thought to be 
growing at the rale of 40 per cent 
a year. Credit card and other 
bmddng frauds, counterfeiting of 
branded goods and pharma- 


ceuticals, fraudulent investment 
schemes, smuggling of ciga- 
rettes and alcohol to evade 
customs duties, fraudulent 
bankruptcy and insurance cheat- 
ing are all died as highly 
profitable areas for corrupt in- 
dividuals or organised c riminal 
networks to exploit 

Caning of mobile phones, 
where the identity of one phone 
is programmed into another at 
foe expense of foe original 
owner, is costing foe UK alone 
almost £100m a year, foe report 
says. The insurance industry, 
meanwhile, is losing at least 
£6bn a year and the report 
suggests that around half of all 
commercial fire claims in foe 
UK may involve arson. 

There is evidence to suggest 
that in many cases proceeds 
from these illegal claims are 
transferred abroad. Private cor- 
porations most susceptible to 
losses from fraud tend to have 
a certain profile, according to 


foe evidence gathered by De- 
loine and Touche. They fre- 
quently have a dominant chief 
executive, a secretive manage- 
ment culture and fail to main- 
tain systems for keeping track 
of data and documentation. 

Differences in foe laws of the 
EU member slates and the 
absence of any effective judicial 
co-operation are blamed in foe 
report for allowing trans- 
frontier fraud to thrive. 

“There is dear evidence de- 
termined fraudsters deliber- 
ately and cynically manipulate 
and take advantage of the 
different regulatory and moni- 
toring regimes across the 
European Union.... This prob- 
lem must foe tackled on an in- 
ternational basis,” said Will 
Inglis of Deloitte and Ibuche. 

Brussels will use foe findings 
to call for the harmonisation of 
anti-crime legislation, for ex- 
ample on the seizure of illegal 
assets and criminal proceeds or 


the penalties attaching to fraud, 
which vary widely. 

In some jurisdictions there is 
not even a legal definition of 
fraud. The European Commis- 
sion has no direct powers to 
combat fraud-related activities 
but would gain the right to ini- 
tiate legislation if proposals to 
bring judicial co-operation un- 
der foe scope of the EU treaty 
are agreed at foe Amsterdam 
summit in June. 

The report suggests foal com- 
mon EU standards on banking 
secrecy and the anonymous 
ownership of corporations as 
well as the crimmalisation of all 
foe components of fraudulent 
activities are required. 

Lax controls by any one EU 
member state adversely affects 
others, it stresses. 

Luxembourg, for example, 
is frequently used as an entty 
point for pirated CDs which are 
then distributed throughout the 
Community. 


go. ine LBi position is to keep 
foe option to join open while 
expressing no opinion in 
principle either way. *Tve no 
way of pre-judging the con- 
sultation process,” Mr Buxton 
said. 
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Van overnight 
ISDN over in moments 
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Bank of Scotland steady as a rock 

The Investment Column 


T he Bank of Scotland has proved 

rock-sceadv in its performance 
through the UK’s boom, bust and 
subsequent recovery. The bank,prob- 
ably Scotland’s biggest, has eschewed 
the excursions into investment bank- 
ing. insurance underwriting and US 
banking which have brought mixed re- 
sults for rivals. Instead it has used its 
limited presence south of the border 
to cheiTv-pick the best business there, 
while making limited forays into An- 
tipodean banking. 

Last year proved an other vintage one 
for the bank, although the picture is 
muddied by acquisitions and disposals. 
The 22 per cent jump in pre-tax prof- 
its to £664m in the 12 months to Feb- 
ruary is more like 27 per cent when die 
effects of deals are stripped out, in- 
cluding the first full year of BankWest, 
the Western Australia bank acquired 
for £437m in 1995. 

BankWest was one of the few shad- 
ows to darken another strong set of fig- 
ures. The disappointing earnings of 
95m (£45.2m) last year, A$5m be- 
low the prospectus forecast, were 
blamed on “unprecedented” pressure 
in home loans, which has seen inter- 
est margins more than halve to 1.7 per 
cent. Peter Burt, chief executive, 
warned yesterday the bank had further 
to go. But effort is being put into cut- 
ting costs there, where the cost-income 
ratio is now S percentage points above 
the parent bank. There was also a note 
of caution surrounding Countrywide, 
the former New Zealand building 
society owned by BoS, where intense 
competition continues to hit margins. . 

But the group continues to power 
ahead in its home market, with little 
help from lower bad debt provisions, 
which fell just 1 percent to £175m. Prof- 
its of£399m from the dearing bank rep- 
resented an underlying rise of 29 per 
cent on the back of strong lending fig- 
ures: mortgages were up 14 per cent, 
while credit cards showed a 17 per cent 
rise. With nearly two- thirds of rts busi- 
ness coming from England, the bank 
remains in the market for a building 
society, but not at current prices. 

Meanwhile, its lack of branches in 
England has put it at the forefront of 
“virtual" h anking. The latest manifes- 
tation, the banking link-up with J 
Sainsbury, is storming ahead. It has 
signed up 100,000 customers after just 
eight weeks, when, as insiders at the 
bank gleefully point out, it took Direct 
Fine, owned by arch-rivals the Royal 
Bank of Scotland, eight years and 
tens of millions of pounds in advertis- 
ing to get 500,000 customers. The 
bank reckons the business, just one of 
300 link-ups with outside organisations, 
could be profitable in 18 months. 

The sharp deceleration in the fall in 
bad debt provisions and a drop in in- 
terest margins suggests the banking cy- 
cle is about to turn. But BoS should be 
well geared to any consumer boom 
around the comer, whOe its innate cau- 


edited by Magnus Grimond 

at £1 6.4m. The 


tion should allow it to weather any 
downturn that follows. 

Profits are expected to rise to £725m 
rhisyear, putting the shares, down 0.5p 
at 3$38.5p, on a forward multiple of 10 . 
Attractive. 


riles alone have 


Bargain discovery 
for Enterprise 


E nterprise Inns lived up to its 
name yesterday by snapping up 
rival pub chain Discovery Inns 
for £46m in cash and raising £33m 
through a three-for-eight rights issue 
at 196p a share to fond farther acqui- 
sitions during the summer. The deal 
looks cheap, given that Discovery's 
advisers valued the company at £55m, 
or 14 times historic earnings, when it 
was on the point of floating last 
December. It missed foe boat and its 
venture backers are now selling out. 

Enterprise is acquiring 277 pubs, 
mainl y in Wales, the Wfest Midlands and 
the West Countty, and a business that 
made an operating profit of £5.1m on 
a turnover of £21 .7m in foe year to Sep- 
tember, when net assets were valued 


at £1 6.4m. The properties al 
just been valued at £47-8m. 

Enterprise wfi] integrate the estate 
into its portfolio of 372 pubs, dose 30 
to 40 of foe least viable, and convert 
most of the 45 managed pubs bade into 

long-lease tenancies. 

'Hie chief executive, Tfed Tiippen, 
claims this is more effective than own- 
ership for pubs nn rciin g over less than 
£10,000 a week. 

_ Meanwhile, Enterprise has renego- 
tiated Discovery’s supply agreement 
with Whitbread, which will result in 
more Whitbread been being sold in 
Enterprise pubs and bring a wider 
range of national and regional beers 
into the Discovery estate. 

Merger costs of £2m in the current 
year will buy annual savings in excess 
of £lm from next year, so the deal 
should be earnings enhancing in 

1997/98. 

The acquisition came as Enterprise 
announced a 74 per cent rise in pre- 
tax profits to £6 .2m in the six months 
to 29 March. Most of the growth 
came from foe acquisition of the John 
Labatt estate of 413 puhs for ffiTm l a st 
June, but like-for-Hke income grew 8 
per cent, appreciably ahead of the in- 
dustry average. 


Several more deals are under 
consideration, but foe acquisition of 
surplus Pubmaster pubs in South-east 
England, where Enterprise is weakest, 
would make greatest sense. 

At 24l5p, up 0.5p, foe shares stand 
on a forward price-earnings ratio of 11, 
falling to 9, assuming profits rise' to 
£15ra this year and £21 m next An in- 
teresting punt in a currently fashion- 
able sector. 


Drought warning 
hitsHozdock 


F ew can have been surprised that 
Hozelock was forced yesterday to 
issue a statement to reassure in- 
vestors about its prospects given the 
precipitate fall in its share price this 
year. The near straight-line drop from 
488p in February to a recent low of 
377t?p was prompted by growing fears 
of water shortages after the driest two 
years in the UK since the 18th century. 
As foe UK's dominant manufacturer 
of garden hoses, with around 70 per 
cent of the market, the company has 
been inundated with calls from in- 
vestors worried about foe possible ef- 
fect of hosepipe bans and other 
restrictions on water use. 

Yesterday it moved to soothe nerves 
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to be enforced anywhere, apart from 
a sprinkler ban covering 825,000 con- 
sumers in the Southern 'Wbter region. 
More to the point, it said that profits 
for the first six mouths to March would 
be over £3m. Even though that repre- 
sents a significant foil on the £3 33m re- 
ported test year and iududes a £300^00 
profit on the sale of foe group's old 
warehouse, it was in tine with market 
expectations, sending the shares 45-5p 
higher to 4253p by the dose. 

David Codling, the chief executive 
who steered foe group to flotation in 
November 1993, said spring had come 
early for Hozelock, with an “excellent” 
April and strong demand for its prod- 
ucts right across Europe. Such is foe 
confidence of Mr Codling and his board 
that their bullishness spreads out as far 
as the prospects for the company's fall 
year to September. 

The fan in first-half figures has 
been well flagged by Hozelock, which 
is seeing more sales and profits pushed 
into the summer months by the lag re- 
tailers’ just-in-time stocking strategy. 
W21iaimdeBroe,thesioddHr>kezs,are 
looking forfuD-year profits of £lQ.9m. 
which puts theshares oua forward mul- 
tiple of 14. • 

The threat dearly remains that the 
dry 3 peil will eventually canse hosepipe 
bans, or that the summer weather 
fizzles out half-way through, also like 
last year. StiQ worth holding, with 
growth to come in Europe and bom 
pew businesses. • , 
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ousted after charges of mass 

,tion were made against m India and the Ptmippines. . 

tion and was re- 


National Grid yesterday be- 
came foe latest privatised util- 
ity to suffer an embarrassing 
setback to its overseas ambi- 
tions, revealing that a project to 
build, own and operate a£400m 
power transmission network in 
Pakistan bad been unexpectedly 
cancelled by foe country's new 
administration. 

The Grid which, runs foe 
trunk power transmission net- 
work in England and Wales, said 
it was suing the Pakistan govern- 
ment for at least $21m (£13m), 
after it refused to extend a let- 

picge<^?SetemerOTired mi 31 
March, before the Grid's con- 
sortium had completed moves 
to finance the venture and sign 
contracts. 

Like other utility companies 
the Grid had apparently been 
the victim of overseas politics. 
The contract was awarded two 
years ago by the government of 
Benazir Bhutto’s People’s Party. 
Ijte test year Mrs Bhutto was 


$ 


her , . 

, laced as prime minster by 
awaz Sharif. 

The legal claim is for com- 
pensation to cover the first 
stages of arranging the project 
including .paying expenses of 


contractors ana developers. 

• " ‘ ofti 


The Grid said its share of the 
daim was for 52,4m for the last 
financial year. 

A Grid spokesman yesterday 
put a brave face on foe news. He 
said: “The door isn’t closed 
completely. We hope we can 
reach an amicable solution to 
this.* 1 Privately, though, the 
company is thought to have ac- 
cepted its chances of winning 
business in Pakistan axe “dead 
and buried”. 

Though the total sums in- 
volved are small in relation to 
the Grid's earnings, the news 
means a potentially lucrative op- 
portunity for the group to use 
its expertise to expand abroad 
has been lost. The Grid’s other 
foreign projects include plan- 
ning a transmission system in 


The Pakistan project was to 
build a 1,400km cable from the 
northern capital. Lahore, to 
Jam Shoru in foe south. Work, 
was to he carried <wc by Balfoufll 
Beatty with equipment sup-, 
plied by Reyrullc. a subsidiary 
of Rofe-Rttyce- The Grid had 
Maimed it would complete two- 
thirds of the work by December 
1997. foongh the timetable had 
already slipped behind schedule. 

The wave of utitity privatisa- 
tion in the fast growing eco- 
nomies of Asia and Latin 
America have attracted many 
UK utilities, with mixed success. 
Earlier this month Anglian 
Whter said it would have to set 
aside £l5m to cover losses on 
foreign contracts, including 
Brazil where the group is em- 
broiled in legal action. Unex- 
pected problems to a sewerage 
project in Thailand have cost 
United Utilities £83m, while 
Thames Whter last year pulled 
out of non-regulated contracting 
operations at a cost of £95m. 

Grid shores fell lp to 21S3p. 
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EC forces Anglo to cut 
27.5% stake in Lonrho 
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Magnus Granond 


Anglo American Corporation, 
foe South African mining giant, 
said yesterday it was ready to 
pursue several options after 
receiving confirmation that the 
European Commission was 
forcing it to cut its stake in 
Lonrho from 27.5 per cent to 
less than 10 per cent. 

The decision, foe first time 
the European body has or- 
dered foe disposal of shares as 
a condition of dearing a deal be- 
tween main groupings, was 
made as a result of fears that the 
stake would allow Anglo to 
dominate foe platinmn market 

It follows foe blo cking a year 
ago of a merger deal between 
Lomrbo’sptetmum business and 


that of Geacor, another South 
African mining group, by Eu- 
ropean competition commis- 
sioner Karel 1An Miert 

The Commission said yes- 
terday the latest link-up would 
have resulted in Anglo and 
Lonrho controlling the world's 
platinum output 

“The companies’ market 
shares, their low-cost reserves 
and the fact that foe Russian 
producer's market position is ex- 
pected to decrease in the future 
would lead to a combined An- 
gio-Lonrbo having an estimat- 
ed world market share for 
platinum production in excess 
of 60 per cent in a few years’ 
time,” it said. 

Anglo said zt was “very dis- 
appointed’’ at the decision. 


“However, we have two years in 
which to divest this stake, a good 
relationship with Lonrho and a 
number of options to consider, 
so we are confident of a satis- 
factory outcome,” Julian 
OgUvic Thompson, the Anglo 
chairman, said yesterday. 

The bulk of foe Anglo hold- 
ing in Lonrho was acquired in 
November after the South 

per cenTstafi from 5 Dieter 
Bock, foe mining to motor dis- 
tribution conglomerate's former 
chairman. One observer sug- 
gested that other South African 
groups, such as the black-con- 
trolled JC1 or Gold Fields of 
South Africa, might be inter- 
ested in foe stake to be sold un- 
der foe EC ruling. 
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In Brief 


BT managers on strike in central London 


The union represeaating British Telecom managers claimed a three- 
day strike starting yesterday in central London had been “90 per 
cent supported” by members. The Society of Tfelecom Executives 
said of 820 network managers and computer software engineers 
in five buildmgs, most had decided not to come into work. How- 
ever, BT said only 318 had taken part “We’re disappointed in 
the action but it will have no im pact on customers,” said a com- 
pany spokeswoman. The STE said: “The target is not foe cus- 


tomer. It’s the company." The union is unhappy at pay increases 

t for some managers. 


which it says amount to as little as 05 per cent 1 

RECs challenged over competition date 


The 12 regional electricity companies (RECs) and two Scottish 
power businesses were yesterday challenged by the independent 
industry consumers’ committees to give a public assurance that 
faeywonki meet the I April 1998 deadline to implement domestic 
competition. Yvonne Constance from foe chairmen's group of 
committees said: “With less than a year to go, the electricity com- 
panies must now be in a position to gauge accurately whether 
they will deliver on time. We expect auty definite answers to these 
straightforward questions." 


Siemens' overseas orders rise 11% 


Siemens, the German electrical engineering giant, yesterday re- 
vealed an 11 per cent rise in world-wide oraers in foe half-year 


to the end of Man*, to DM53Sbn (£l93bn).^ The group said growth 
had mainly oome from its expanding business based outside Ger- 
many, where orders surged 20 per cent to DM35.7bn. It means 
the overseas parts of Siemens have overtaken foe German busi- 
nesses in importance in terms of orders. Sales on a global basis 
rose to DM2&2bn. Profits after tax were unchanged at DM1. OSbn. 


Mine closure hits Waverley shares 


Wfeveriey Mining’s shares dropped 15p to 39.5p on" news that it 
at its Monktonhall colliery after it was 


had appointed a liquidator at 
decided that flooding at its coal mine was mare severe than antici- 
pated. The closure affects 300 jobs at Monktonhall, in which Wa- 
verley has invested around £23m in equity and loans. Wsrverley 
said the loss of production and the likely cost of removing foe 
water made a reopening of foe mine no longer financially viable. 


Strong pound to dent Eurodis results 


Eurodis Electron warned second-half results would fall well short 
of forecasts. Zt blamed foe strength of the pound and high op- 
erational gearing The company said most of foe market growth 
for 1997, totalling 5 percent, would be in foe second half, which 
was foe first half of its next financial year. Shares fell 37p to 133.5p. 


Solutions chief resigns on profits warning 

Scruttons warned pre-tax interim results would be “vexy sub- 


services after a vessel was withdrawn in an accident. Angus Fraser, 
chief executive, has resigned from foe board. Max Gladwyn, who 
becomes executive chairman, is to assume his responsibilities. 
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ASB seeks more 
risk disclosure 
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Roger Itapp 


Companies should disclose far 
more information about deriva- 
tives, such as swaps, forward 
contracts and options, and oth- 
er financial instruments, foeAc- 
counting Standards Board says in 


Though the board points out 
that past problems in this area 
have not been “accounting dis- 
asters", it is concerned about the 
extent to which directors are 
thinking about risk management. 

While the 1985 Companies 
Act and certain standards al- 
ready require some disclosure, 
foe board does not feel there is 
Sufficient focus on the main risky 
involved. In particular, it is 
worried that derivatives are 
often not recognised in balance 
sheets because they have been 
acquired for nil or minimal 
cost yet can change in value 
quickly and so expose compa- 
nies to large profits or losses. 

It believes that foe proposals 
wiD help accounts users gain a 
more complete picture of com- 
panies' performance by giving 
them better information about 
the “risk profile". 

In addition to b ringing to- 
gether and adding to trusting re- 
quirements and best practice, the 


proposals, contained m Financial 6 
Reporting Exposure Draft 13. 
seek to bring Britain into line with 
policies developed in foe US and 
elsewhere. 

The proposals, which it is 
hoped will become a standard 
by foe end of foe year, allow for 
different levels of disclosure de- 
pending on a company's activ- 
ities and foe relative importance 
and complexity of transactions 
involving financial instruments. 

The board has also respond- 
ed to comments on the discus- 
sion paper published last year 
by recommending that compa- 
nies that are operating in fields 
such as commodities not be re- 
quired to meet full disdosure re- 
quirements if that would entail $ 
passing on commercially sensi- 
tive information. 

It has also delayed iagning 
proposals on foe other issue 
covered by last year's consulta- 
tion document - measurement 
and hedge accounting issues - on 
the grounds that they would re- 
quire far-reaching changes to cur- 
rent practice and therefore need 
to be more fully examined and 
debated. 

However, accountants arc 
warning that the proposed re- 
quirements published today 
could still be too complex. 
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A&L shareholders 
get 533.7p at auction 
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The 640,000 shareholders who at 525 d and th,> 
voted to sell their Alliance & The smallest bU? % 

5 j 0p - and ci & fu bkl ^ R 

l 5 ^L obtajnwl —- 9 million 
shares between them 


fa 


Leicester shares by auction 
without waiting for the start of 
trading this week will each 
receive 533.7p a share free of 
dealing costs, a windfall of 
£1,334.25 each for their hold- 
ings of 250 free shares, writes 
Clifford German. 


'34- 


In the market the shanK 
c^ed 12 p higher on the day at 
rf^;J ,Ut lUU 21 P below the 
P n “ Monday, the 
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The cheques wfll be sent out 
for settlement next 


was decided yesterday after av- millfon shat« rh“ Cl,0n .’ ? nl >’ 4 
eragmg foe prices received at cIlJn ged hands 


eraging foe prices received at 
the three auctions arranged by 
brokers Cazenove, 

The third auction of 523 
million shares on Tbesday night 
raised an average price of 528p 
a share, compared with 522p last 
Friday and 552p on Monday. 
There were 71 successful bids 
at foe final auction, foe lowest 


yesterday. 
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Union mem- 
cere are in line for £l. 4 t)u 




% \ a ?± ‘ 


2 *? 










x y>ji\ u» Y*S&_ 





THE tNDEPENDKNT ■ TH URSDAY 24 APRIL S 


«« 

market report / shares 


Data Bank 




^-- v “ fJ - l ~- ■ 1 


^hare spotlight 

i'ZZL^S! m 


Shares elect to continue longest bull run in four years 


§ Equities have enjoyed their 
longest bull ran for more than 
four years. Blissfully ignoring 
the gunfire of the etectum and 
happy to draw inspiration from 
a robust TCill Street dis play . 
Footsie has moved ahead for 




rea ching 4387.7 points with a 
41.6 gai n. 

The unexpectedly strong 
display has lifted the index to 
its highest since bine chips 
took fright last month when 
John Major announced the 
dash to the polls. 

. In the mam the election has 
been a crushing bore for die 
stock market although the sud- 
den narrowing of Labour’s 
lead in one of the opinion polls 
may have produced a little 
enthusiasm among private 
clients. 

New Yoii has been the real 
spur. The overnight perfor- 
mance by the . Dow Jones 
Average, its second-biggest 
gain, pot shares in a cheerfully 


receptive mood when trading 
■ started and they made further 
progress despite a mixed New 
York opening. 

Alliance & Leicester re-- 
xnained the most busily traded 
share as the final Cazenove 
-auction produced an overall av- 
erage price of 533.7p for the 
members who elected to sell 
through the Alliance system. 

- The price, at one time was 
556p; it closed at 545p, a 12p 
gain. BZW issued an Affiance 
covered warrant giving the 
right to buy at 557p in Octo- 
ber next year. The warrant 
costs 82.75p. ■ 

Centrica, the distribution 
arm of the old British. Gas, was 
actively traded, attracting a 
recorded 47 million turnover 
with one 10 nnllion-deal going 
through; the price held at 
5&25p. 

Imp e r i al Chemical Indus- 
tries, first-quarter figures to- 
day, put on I6p to 72&5p with 
SBC- Wferbuig, according to 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

stock market reporter of the year 


sources, boymgSDQJXX) shares. 
The results wiD iwt be exciting, 


£202m. There are hopes of bet- 
ter things to come and some 
even ponder the possibility of 
1CI .pulling something spec- 
taenjajout of the hat, such as 

an jptr ig iinig yq iiwa timi ‘ 

EMLnpl73ptol320p,was 
given another whirl on take- 
over speculation and on the 
financial pitch Schrodexs and 
Mercury Asset Management 
Stated ahead on the sudden re- 
alisation they may have been 
overlooked in the recent 
financials surge. . 

Beers made modest head- 
way. Bass experienced a two- 
way puK Nat West Securities 


talked about possible acquisi- 
tions and said hold; Soofito 
G6n£rale Strauss Throbnll sug- 
gested the' shares should be 
sold because erf the unresolved 
Carisberg Tfctley saga. The 
shares rose 8p to 792p. 

Insurances were strong, 
largely on trading prospects. 
Bays, the transport group, 
continued to score from UBS 
support, up a further 20p at 
560p. MoEns, the tobacco ma- 
chinery maker, was stnbbed 
973p to 64Sp on a warning last 
year’s profits were over-stated. 
Enrodis Electron, a compo- 
nents group, riadded 37p to 
1335p follcwring another prof- 
its warning, and Scrnttons, a 
transport firm, fell 7to to 260p 


on forecasts of lower profits. 

Wsveriey Mining crashed 15p 

to 393p as it pot its once 
highly regarded Montonhall 
coal mine m Scotland into liq- 
uidation. 

Reckitt & Colnutn, the 
household goods group, con- 
tinued to advance, up 9p to 
837-5p, on talk of a US strike. 

Somorfidd, the supermarket 
chain held at ISOp, with 
MeesFierson hanging a 220p 
target on the shares, and Car- 
had that threadbare 
look, off 42L5p to 480p, with 
talk ABN Amro Hoare Gov- 
ett had turned negative. 

GB Rail, one of the priva- 
tised rail companies, steamed 
ahead 13p to 171rip on sug- 
gestions gift group b trading 
above expectations and re- 
sults could be better than ex- 
pected. One stockbroker 
apparently claimed the shares 
were lOOp under-valued. 

Umeco, an industrial fas- 
teners group, gained 383p to 


297p as ex-Bumfield men 
Brian McGowan and Dive 
Snowdon moved in following 
a £9-2m placing to buy a dis- 
tributor of glass fibre and poly- 
ester resin. 

Artfanr Shaw, the troubled 
hardware business, rose 0.75p 
to 4.75p; Ashby Levett, the 
Monaco-based commodities 
trader who controls Richmond 
Rugby Club has emeiged as a 
12 per cent shareholder. 

AND International, paying 
£lm for a map business, gained 
5p to 3125p. Forminster. the 
Kookai clothing group, rose 
40p to 125 J5p following results. 

Jarvis, the construction 
group which is involved in rail 
maintenance, improved a fur- 
ther 6p to 27 Op. Stockbroker 
Kfflik say the shares are seU- 
ing on a prospective multiple 
of 13. “This is", it says, “ar- 
guably too low for such a 
dynamic growth company”. 
Jarvis is thought to have a big 
acquisition in the pipeline. 


Taking Stock 


□Securities house Hen- 
derson Crosthwalte is taking 
analysts and fond managers 
to Israel next month to see 
the plastic moulding opera- 
tions of Technopiast, 
regarded as an industry 
leaden Since coming to 
market at 125p earner this 
year the shares have drifted 
to 9L5p. Henderson is look- 
ing for profits of£L4m this 
year, putting the shares on a 
prospective p/e of &2* 

□Shares of the 600 Group, 
the machine tool group, are a 
recovery buy, believes Henry 
Cooke Lumsden. The stock- 
broker has a target of 160p 
against 135p yesterday. 
Profits this year is expected 
to be fll.lm, improving to 
£lL8m and then £13.9m. 

The shares have fallen from 
300p last yean In Jammy the 
company warned it was ex- 
periencing weak markets in 
the UK. 
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Institute of Directors 1 Convention told why business leaders should be treated like pop stars 

John Lewis boss defends fat cats 



Britain's fat 
cats found 
themselves an 
unlikely ally 
yesterday in 
Stuart Harap* 
son, chairman 
of John Lewis, the department 
store chain that eschews con- 
ventional capitalism in favour of 
employee involvement, profit- 
sharing and social responsibility. 

Mr'Hampson told the Insti- 
tute of Directors annual con- 
vention at the Albert Hall that 
business leaders should not feel 
“management guilt" about 
maintaining proper pay differ- 
entials between the boardroom 
and the shop floor. 

“I don’t see the real problem 

BA counts 
cost of 
IRA hoax 


Bob Avling. chief executive of 
British Airways, yesterday told 
of the huge cost of Monday’s 
IRA bomb hoax which closed 
down Gatwick airport for most 
of the day. causing misery to 
thousands of passengers, writes 
Michael Harrison. 

BA was forced to cancel 
more than 100 services, leaving 
30.000 passengers marooned 
as it put its crisis management 
plan into operation. 

Only two pilots and 20 cabin 
crew were able to battle their 
way through the traffic chaos to 
report for duty and by early 
afternoon 51 services had al- 
ready been cancelled. 

With chaos reigning in the 
terminals and BA fights around 
the world instructed to remain 
on the tarmac, the airline began 
booking up hotel rooms across 
south-east England for stranded 
priority passengers. 

A total of 14 aircraft were in 
the air at the time of the alert 
and were diverted as far afield 
as Bournemouth, Southampton 
and Cardiff. 


as ‘fat cats'. What's wrong is that 
there are too many 'thin cats' in 
business who deserve to be fat- 
tened up," he said. “As directors 
of companies we should have no 
problem in proclaiming loud 
and clear that business needs to 
reward talent and achievement. 
Wherever we look the most tal- 
ented players are going to be 
sought after. 

“No one cries ’scandal 1 about 
the transfer market between 

football dubs, abouL the huge 

sums paid to top sportsmen, 
about the fabulous fees com- 
manded by the Three Ibnors. 
Business is bound to operate 
along similar lines to secure a 
key player." 

Mr Hampson. who earned 


£343,499 last year, said however 
that h could not be right that in 
most businesses, incentives and 
rewards were focused dispro- 
portionately on senior man- 
agement at the expense of other 
staff who deserved to feel val- 
ued and motivated. “I firmly 
believe we need to find a 
greater sense of fairness in the 
relationship between rewards at 
the top and those throughout 
the business as a whore. If more 
thin cats were having their con- 
tributions to success recognised 
and being fattened up we'd be 
demonstrating that wealth cre- 
ation benefits all those who cre- 
ate wealth and not just the few 
who hold the wealth. That's a 
step towards making industry re- 



cover its respect in society.” 

John Lems has 36,000 em- 
ployees - ail of whom are called 
partners and own the business 
with shares held on their behalf 
through a trust 

Each year every employee 
from die chairman down to the 
lowest paid storeman receives 
the same percentage of their 
salary as a partnership bonus. 
Last year a total of £82m was 
handed, out equivaloit to 2D per 
cent of pay. 

“I can tell you, if yon want to 
show your workforce how well 
the business has performed 
over the past year, a 1 0-week 


In his book, said Mr Hamp- 
son, if yon wanted to satisfy the 


customer you bad to start hy 
putting tiie employee first “fi 
you think of employees as a re- 
source to be utilised as re? 
quired, to be discarded when 
times get hard, to be down-azed 
or re-engineered, then don’t be 
surprised if they behave like it.’’ 
Mr Hampson went on to 
warn that respect for business 
and business leaders had taken 

a major knock as a result of the 

fat cats debate. “Let’s face it 
“The Greenbuiy Report hasn’t 

S ': the matter to bed. It’s just 
to repackaging. The £Im-a 

year-club continues to recruit 
new members as long-term in- 
centive plans trip in.” 

Michael Harrison 


Labour plans 
under attack 


M G chad Harrison 

The leadership of the Institute 
of Directors yesterday pledged 
that its annual convention 
would be an “election-free 
zone” but then proceeded to at- 
tack both the Labour Rarty and 
to a lesser extent, the Tories. 
Lord Young, the IoD p resi- 
st the 


Opening salvo: Lord Young at the podium as Tim Mefville- 
Ross looms large on a screen Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Albert Hail by saying that the 
business community would live 
with whichever party was in 
power on 2 May adding “arid 
may the Lord have mercy on all 
our souls’*. . 

He refused to be drawn into 
openly criticising Labour but 
said that an increase in corpo- 
rate taxation had to be on the 
agenda if it came to power. 

Tim Melvflle-Ross, the insti- 
tute's director general was less 
inhibited, attacking key ele- 
ments of Labour’s manifesto 
and w arning of the uncertain fu- 
ture Britain would face under 
Labour. “There is so much un- 
certainty about what a new 
Labour government would do 
that really it has to be resolved 


as soon as possible. Are they for 
privatisation or against? Are 
they for a single currency or 


He also criticised Labour on 
its support for the social chap- 
ter ana the windfall tax which 
he described as “retrospective, 
perverse, and introduced for the 
wrong reasons". 

However, Mr MehaDe-Ross 
also took the Conservatives to 
task, saying that a re-elected 
Tbzy government would be “a 
long way Short of perfect”. 

He said there were real con- 
cerns about the way the Tbries 
had managed the economy and 
the size of the bop-owing re- 
quirement, nor did the IoD 
suppport Tory proposals for 
filmier industrial relations leg- 
islation to give the public the 
right to sue unions which held 
strikes in essential services. 

Mr MelviHe-Ross said that, 
whichever parly won power, 
interest rales were tikefy’ to gp up 
to take the heal out of the econ- 
omy. There was also likely to be 
a tightening of fiscal policy to 
keep a bd on consumer spending. 



move 


Fresh from selling Bumfidd, the hi-tech en- 
gineering group, to Fairey at the turn of the 
year, Brian McGowan Clive Snowdon, 
have bought into a small manufacturing and 
distribution company, Umecct 
. Mr McGowan walked away fromWaiiams 
Holdings, the group he founded with Nigel 
Rudd, to go bis own way wiih Buxnfield five 
years ago, Mr McGowan recruited Mr Snow- 
don as finance director at Bumfidd and then 
promoted him to managing director, while he 
was chairman. The partaemfo worked well 
at Bnrafieid. When they took over its market 
cap was£13m and by the time they sold out 
at Onistinas it was worth £64mi 

Mr McGowan’s recent history at House of 
Fraser, where he is also chairman, has been 
less happy. He was brought in three years ago 
very much as the “golden boy" to float the 
company, but its share price today still lags 
same way bdiind its issue price. Last week 
Mr McGowan promised shareholders that if 
there was another cock-up at House of 
Fraser; he would foil on Ins sword. 

No doubt this will be of comfort to share- 
holders in Umeco, whose biggest business is- 
making aircraft refu elling systems. Messrs 
McGowan and Snowdon have reversed into 
the company by buying 5 per cent of the 
enlarged equity, following Umeco’s-acquisi- 
tion of another company, Wellmar, and a 
£9-2m placing and oner. 

Mr Snowdon tells me Umeco’s profits are 
growing by around 30 per cent a year and 
they’re looking to increase export earnings. 
They’re also looking for a new head office, 
preferably somewhere near Stzatford-upon- 
Avon, where Mr Snowdon lives. 

Would you buy life assurance from Tony 
Blair? How about an endowment policy from 
John Major or a PEP from paddy Ashdown? 

Continuing our series of election-related 
financial trivia, we team from Corahill Life 
that, of 1,000 people surveyed, 18 per cent 
would feel most happy buying a life policy 
from Mr Blair, with 13 per cent for both Mr 
Major and Mr Ashdown. The female vote of 
confidence was lower than the men’s for all 
three politicians. So much for all that stuff 
about Mr Blair appealing to the female-vote. 

When it comes to which chancellor you 
would most like to look after your personal 
finances, Gordon Brown, with 6 per cent, 
beats Kenneth Clarke, with 3 per cent. Frilly 
80 per cent of those Trailed would prefer a 
“properly qualified mumetal adviser". 

Barely a week passes these days without news 
of another high-profile investment by Prince 
al-Wfclecd Hu Thlal of Saudi Arabia. In re- 
cent weeks, for instance, he has taken 5 per 
cent stakes in Apple and TWA. Both acquisi- 
tions conformed to his reputation for putting 



SlalSeoftfrection: Brian McGowan loft 
Williams Holdings to go his own way 

money in ailing but salvageable brandnames. 
Now he has broken the pattern withlhean- 
nouncement of an alliance between hitmen 
and the theme-restaurant giant Planet Holly- 
wood. Planet Hollywood is not tn trouble - 
yesterday it announced that first-quarter 
profits had tripled to SlOl.fim - but Prmce al- 
Waleed is jumping aboard anyway. He nus 
bought 1 per cent of the company s outstand- 
ingstock and has paid for the right to man- 
age 34 Planet Hollywood restaurants ^in -3 
countries in Europe and the Middle East. 

British Invisibles is launching its latest global 
campaign to trumpet the achievements of the 
City, using the Royal Navy. 

BFs chairman, Brian Pearse, has adopted 
this 20th-century version of gunboat 
diplo macy because the Royal Yacht Britan- 
nia, which BI has used for the past 10 years 
or so, is retiring. BI has agreed with the 
Royal Navy to “use aircraft carriers and other 
naval vessels as a temporary substitute . 

Roy Leighton, chairman of Bl's export pro- 
motion forum, says the Navy is keen on the 
idea. The modern ships are designed for win- 
ing and dining foreign decision makers, since 
most of the fngaies and destroyers have heli- 
copter hangers at the back (sorry, stem). So 
the heirs of Nelson have proved Napoleon 
wrong; we Ye a nation of financiers rather 
than shopkeepers after all. 

John Willcock 
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Other Spot Rates 
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Argentina 
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Forward rales, quoted hgti to law are a a discount' subtract from spot rata 
Rate quoted low to hnpt are ai a pronnum: add to spot rate 

■Dollar rates quoted as reciprocals 
For the latest lonsgn exchange rates cafl 0891 123 3033. 

Colt cost 50p p« minute. 
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Istabraq 
has style of 
Champion 
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Racing 

GREG WOOD ' 

4^ reports from Punchestown 

The wild, impromptu party 
which followed Istabraq’s win in 
the Royal SuuAlhance Hurdle 
at Cheltenham was for many the 
finest moment of this year’s Fes- 
tival, and the good news after 
the second day of the big meet- 
ing here is that it migh t have 
been just a rehearsal for an even 
better celebration next year. 

The field for the Stanley 
Cooker Champion Novices' 
Hurdle may have been weaker 
than anything you will find at 
Cheltenham, and the trip was 
half a mile further than the 
Champion Hurdle, but such 
was the ease of Istabraq’s victory 
that all thoughts afterwards 
were of the 1998 championship 
Except, that is, those of JP Mc- 
Manus. Istabraq’s owner. Or so 
JP would have us believe. 

“I really haven’t thought 
about it,” McManus said, 
though of course he knows as 
wen as anyone that a passion- 
ate declaration of intent from 
Ireland’s favourite punting son 
would spoil what little chance be 
might have of getting a worth- 
while price for Cheltenham. “1 
suppose it would be a target,” 
he added casually, “why not?” 
Why not, indeed, given that 
Istabraq’s combination of a fast, 
ruthless gallop and the lethal fin- 
ishing kick which took him from 
last to first at Cheltenham make 
him an immensely difficult an- 


inta WiDcock 







imal to beat. He is, without 
doubt, the second-best novice 
hurdler of the season, be hind 
only the champion himself; 
Make A Stand, and also the. onfy 
one with the potential, to im- 
prove post Martin Pipe’s hur dl er. 

“He certainly looks like he 
could be a Champion Hurdle 
horse,” Aidan O'Brien, ins 
trainer, said. “He’ll be able to 
go with the pace afi right, and 
the drop to two miles shouldn't 
be a problem.” 

Istabraq’s victory came in 
just the second race of the day, 
bat stiD he was completing a 
double for O’Brien, successful 
in the opener with Idiots Ven- 
ture. This was another testament 
to the young trainer’s talent, 
Since less than 24 hours earUe c. 
Idiots Venture had finished 
third in the BMW Chase. But 
there was not the slightest sign 
of fatigue as be galloped away 
from his field under top weight. 

Even O’Brien, though, is not 
immune to sudden misfortune. 
Corket, his runner in the 
Heineken Gold Cup, the most 
valuable race of the meeting. 

an with the rest oP the 1&- 
strong field well beaten, but 
crashed through it at maxi- 
mum speed. Thevor H organ, 
Corket’s jockey, was taken to 
Naas General Hospital, where 
he was unconscious on admis- 
sion. His condition later im- 
proved slightly and he was 
responding to treatment 

After Corket’s foil. Noyau 
was left to record a second sue- 



Hingis in doubt 
for Wimbledon 


Istabraq jumps the final flight on the way to victory at Punchestown ye sterday Photograph: Julian Herbert/AJIsport 


cesszve win in the race for a 
British stable, but unlike David 
Nicholson, who saddled Billy- 
goat Gruff a year ago, Richard 
fhhey, Noyarfs trainer, operates 
at the humble end of -the scale. 
Yesterday’s winner is one of just 
five chasers in his Yorkshire 
yard, and the horse box which 
carried Ncryan to Punchestown 
was driven by Fahey hims elf. 

- “We savedhim for this,” Fa- 
hey said “It’s not often that your 
plans work out, but today they 
nave. I don’t know how Hal 
McGhee [the winning owner] is 
going to get Ins money home, be- 
cause he had a really good bet 
I just hope he’s got a big mon- 
ey belt” No figures were men- 
troued, but McGhee was smiling 


the half-dazed, half-delirious 
smile of someone who has just 
become a great deal richer m a 
very short space of time. 

With Nicholson sending out 


Head injury for Dettori 


Arctic Camper to win the 
bumper, this has already been 
an excellent meeting tor the 


British, and there may be more 
to come today. Quaker’s Held, 
impressive at Aintree, is the 
form horse in the four-year-old 
hurdle, in which Circus Star, 
Kerawi and Red Rajah complete 
the Britirii team. In the Cham- 
pion Stayers' Hurdle, Theatre- 
world, second in the Champion 
Hurdle, takes on Paddy's Re- 
turn and Escartefigue, both of 
whom did well in the Stayers’ 
Hurdle at Cheltenham. 


Hankie Dettori has been stood 
downfor two days with mDdcon- 
nwsafin after inking a hang on the 

head in a foil at Epsom yester- 
day when unseated from Move 
With Edes before the Warren 
Stakes. He will have to pass a 

medical a aminari nn before tap- 
ing at San down on Saturday if 
he is to take the ride on Benny 
The Dip in the Classic Trial. 

Dettori bad been taken be- 
hind the stalls on the BA! Thm- 
er-trained five-year-old when 
the gelding bolted and un- 
shipped him after travelling for 
a furlong. He walked to an am- 
bulance and returned to the 


weighing room with a cut on his 
forehead. 

Kieren Fallon has chosen to 
ride the Fred Darling Stakes 
failure Sleepytime for Henry 
Cecil in the 1,000 Guineas on 
Sunday week instead of stable- 


RfCHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Catherfrai 
(Beverley 2 M>) 

NB: Grouse-N-Heather 
(Perth a/MQ 


mates Yashmak or Reams Of 
Verse who will work together at 
Newbury this weekend. 
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_ Comae is Jm W of UMm an A1035. Bos service fran Beveriey. Station (Hull- Sens 
borough line) 2m. ADMISSION: Club S12; Junior CJub{10 u»21-jw>«kb)£S; Taaer- 
saDs SB; sawr Ring S3; Course Enclosure 52; Piratic area £2 or 52 per car, plus £2 par - 
occupant. CAS PARK Free. 

■ LEADING TXAINEBS WITH SDNNESS: M Jofceaton — 21 wtanras fcora 1 IE nrt- 
ittnfgjwsra aureens ratio of J8.8feand a taw lo • 51 feed stale ofSO.24; DXorier — ^ 
20 winners, 82 runners, 835%," 4519.15; J Berry — 19 ataman, 106 noiuua, 17.9H, 
^S22. J B; 4 Dwtop — fl wtanas. 44 romws, flOa», -4I0A8. 

■ LEADING JOCKBXK X D arter — M trinnas, 231 rid**, 23.4%. -£738; K FaDon 

— 21 winners. 178 rules, 12DH, -iSSSfi; J Wearer — 17 tafone*, 121 x*fe«.14%, 
-H8 .HjW3 f»av- L3 wtonera. 67 rides. 1MK.-U0M.- '• . 

BUNKEBKD FUST TOO! None. : - ' •• 

WINNSBS IN UOT SEVEN DAYS: Hoi Benicr (3.10) won rtHpan on Thnadsy. 
LONG-DISTANCE K0NNKB& Ho* Harrier (UOVMoM Led (8.40) £A}ayfb [4.40) 
tew bean nt 248 miles l»r J Dunlop from Armrtei, w Smses. 


2.10 


FULFORD MAIDEN SIAKfeS (GLASS D) £4J900 added. 5 f 
Penalty VMus £$M 3 ; 

3-5400 MM4ZICMP|3)8teAmaLahifaSPNiai»491D Nn atea Wnd i rit g)3 

W UffiBE (S ttrson) j Feanaea 3 90 _ DlfenJswB 

4 oHinmg i iu i c pqMfrdteiinaflflrtt^ 

3-2 caiNBIIML{2fi(fl)tlteneiUfle7hoiMgtnds)BMaafaan390 JtatB dd*yl2 

55 OJU«flWRratl3)«Cd«r8rtJV«s390 ; — , fiMMdlB 

o mresuFEHOR( 7 )(nooeitQWAflfcr 390 >: : ^jowtdau 

342022 IMmLE90W[«(Cm«Bs5a»ta>alJaBBr390 r-U 


BEIIMK lull DoObto MU. 114 Going For ftaha. MM UNO, 7-lWeteoor, lUMe. 

1 1 1 atniewn. T0 1 Will linn lUnrm. *r 1 furrl Hpw1 

199ft U aao sai 3 9 2 F ijndi 2-5 [R GoesO 8 tan . 

FORM WIDE 

RED BMBStS has not shaped bady.on recent nra on lha afl-wather n hendcape and. 
with a UBj/en’ pectpEe, coirid just surprise on this return to Wf. A Nnrtviy luneqr a4n- 
nershoririautenaftcaty to Opped fcr a Be wa tercMmar, but Double Gold's ahowng9 tin 
tarn haw bam disappointing, won when tried m bmgara last time. She's by th« spftraer 
SoRDblaax ao stamina reldit also be a problem. To be fair, sho has been in a couple of 
win fteufcapa tapprendo a nddon at Wsnecfe and has Pat Eddery on harsldft. Going For 
prtka ban aBwathendwerlrom PlncWncha (ntmw«M weld at SouttwMiand he mb 
a aftftahla second to Arietta Mb al Nawcaste r7f) on Ns Wan run on turf. Hel be hart 
ttkaapoiaof the frame. The caherchav® a Wttn find wbh WBdmoor bang the most Ste- 
ly id improire, f a l a rt lo tr RED EMBERS 

f 8 AN 70 N RATED HANDICAP (CLASS C) £ 7^25 added 3 YD 
7 f 100 yds Penalty Value £A 5 S 1 

1-43231 NOKOREMlNKEBUr |2S0))MeCBdpMFtaDENBDn97 KFftnl 

12350-1 H» Hfln tn.m emwnas «*eirtjni*p 970o} MEddaqr7 

43104- MBIWff(2maMlltnNMtewn«BHk95 ; MIMiZ 

24413- 100fltlEMBICnQ)nWikft4iMBHHi*yB2 — 1 Stack S 

MOflaS- CMC«MDr<Zlffl(4WtellnsDrtUJoln«*i89. IW«r* 


FORM GUIDE 

TeoUo, second to Hidden Maadow K%ikfaeoMngapieaslngdBt>utBecondR>tf0tRoav 
at Yarmouth, is bound to Mn races, but 1 N 1 lari ground may not be Idea. BHARB ran Just 
oiica as a FnenSa and was wta becked when fifth of 17 ib Happy VWeMne at Yannouth. 
na»mat has been working weft and could be flncled if lowing ha ftlfliton flop behind 
Cosnc Prince, cqetal Gold was behind Start) at Yarmouth and raced for tha first time 
since befog gekied*T»n®sllybnj6hedaade by Greer Cad at Wpon a fortnight a®>- Ctys- 
tal Gold can Impron on that nr^ as can Neraniaa, who was beaten only wo lengths «4ren 
sliilh lo Sbadvoore Oeer at Kempron or Nb debut: Nobal lad made no show m the maid- 
on wop by L a ai u i f w at Notdngiam and may need mote thna. fiiriuHnw-GHABS 

ALWOODLEY HANDICAP (CLASS E) £ 4>025 added 
fiEes & mares lm 2 f Penalty Viable £L 923 


335 ] 


6050-50 WBlDartiE aaE fiS4) pi} fffeGBt BtettocX Re) 1 Csootie* 4 9 10. H Price 113 

001650- CUS9CBEMirrtm)0nctaagStMaK4BB AftftwB 

1533E5 TAIUJLAH BBiE R) (D) flx^n ArtglNUomoden 4S5 — .— 2 

000200 oVTKMUSBEpflfWHMsonetfMOannonaaiO » Edderr <7)9 

00200-0 VflMUE Barter) D8arter4 89 Denea NkriMt (3) 4 




2U252 T* WWOOITEial CO} Ofi IGAtonzDr) RKArariead88. 

003-1 B0U(I&(lS)ajirii«riltpm)DUafcy88. 

-t r 


JH Fetes 6 


&6 SDWOFTHE«l«p33 WaJuneSoodttaf 
CD MB7A(17t?(BMc«WerliteSHS389- 
233 MCHEUjO CHJ (EGate)G0Urajtf3S9 


J Can 3 90. 


055- UteOTHClBflKa An^HCo*n®*®389 

0 HEWJ«JIFMiaa(7)MJQn«derBPlWani389. 

24CW H0HDWICBl(J2)(DF4lt»fl1Milg389-j-— 

0- UD0VB6W(X77)ataJBfWinwi)CBD0*i389 

-Mdecftnd- 



BB1M& S-B Ctendtri, 32 IMytotnoe, 64 Cambridp Stae, 6-1 OBfiroy fift^ 64 lial Omotr, 
mM*, 04-iAllaiW. *MAaaB*HsteSo»AnpLflMolteia. 

199ft MRor QubH) 3 9 0 0 HanteOB 138 U R Fa»w«) 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

A Wat draw B a bonus tof CWHEPWfil, top contender on form- He to oted a talem on 
Ms oiVyjuvenfle tun and retened » shape wan m second toMBeWfl Nowtdwajffo 
has bean fffcfed since his dose thW to Awn Master and Dar b Aloia a Ny btiy. andthet 
tormaone makes him a aanttcut bet in thtt company- Camb ridga Bbro tan flatt o n Mg 
botsmd debut at Lfrwjwd (BO whan a five-length fourth to tha twenty backed Wisab- ^r 
the star eptwer Sheflfo Nbedou, Cambridge Bbe mey a»ln an ig> a ted from the best 
ftaw. At targa Is a newcomer from jamas FdnshaiwS stabfo. but bafiw a 1 
SMB he may always want sane cut m tha gotnd. frMryltihe qa flrrite ed cfoar of Awboft^, 
Caiway Rtt and 9bn Of tba Road wfwn a neck saocm to Prince Dome over the eourae 
and distance a fbitntfit aga. However, that tom doe® tWtocK good a»ugno be«Cah e- 
itaLHoh Dancer failed to ptobsbb m a JuronBe and <fld n« show too omniuon 
her reappearance, either. srtaetlon: CATHEDRAL 

i v PANNELLCLABWW8S1AKES (CLASS F) £^300 added 3W 

12^vl lm2f Penalty Value £2ffl4 • 

— I — - - _ I I Wm 7 


KlTNftgAKMHBTte; UMaLUMr, B-lHcaina Mr flawy, Mfovgk leader, 1M 
Cm Cm Lady, 12-1 Tto Wyandotte No 
199ft cifrisa Buff 3 8 11 J M0 132 (P Ctade-Hysnl 7 mn 
FOftMGUDC 

1®I HAHRIER’U handcap reang Is sure ffi take a riwp nse after her three lefiflhswin at 
fopon a week affx She sprinod a«cv from Baritone and Bloomng Amawng after a strong 
early pace wes set and tMs tftfrtty shortEf iw Should not be mo much cT e problem. Jay- 
Owe-Two was only «ew*nh In that Rfoonraoe end lw had prwriouriytee m miie Wyando tte 
bn hero. Al Doncaster’s operang ftttea Noraon Mr Ntcemr was a lenflh behind Jay- 
Oue-TVm when thM to Share CMWri. so he would seam up agriost n at teals with Han 
Harter- Boater has scope for further improuemere alter a naitw Mi from ftsr Chance at 
Britebn. HawwK looked a shade soynerd as a juvenria and won only a smal race at Lmg- 
fleld tom flea starts. Wtather he has OToroired snee remafos to be aean. wrifia Can Can 
Lrt* may net be as sharp rathe principals on her reappeamnea. Tootfi Leader was ml 
reffrteo earty last seaoon. thou^i he had to narei to TMox to open ha score. Ha may ate) 
te bestwafohed cbi hte seasonal atfflmpt. SaUtHnn: «N HARWEB 


483334- HCGUICUMTT KBS (IflinPonEndcokclsal Don Enlco kis 6B2_XMlfrdtel 

041034 PWIIHE SOWS (HJll* Ibueen HartcM Mftsiao 682 Dltaofli(7|8 

MOOOt N0BUCMnmE{l7)(ICFlebte)D9Bir5ai RFteateRTB 

0000 «Ant»Miram9fc£dMQd(tefccud)BMaMn4ri2 LCtemscke 

10 04-2020 eeWBflFWBS(2fl(fffftn«Wibnnson4ril nfltetell 

U 040040- 1QUFA {18R OMM) Green ftehOJJ 01k9 4 710 IQriw3 

-lldedsnd- 

MHuo ne#r Ta 10b. Tne hmlap iretfc Tolaps 7H 8b. 

BEI1WG: M Potto Sopfr* 5-1 Wall Bate, 113 Bmtag le Pate 6d CMadc BeMty, 7-1 Oa 
TtetllMili1i,MteMsCM0tes,iadHyf ■.MLEflu.isiajBeste.lA-lTolepMftelftiMsniki. 
U-lIlssdaaodlMkfB 

199ft DBerg Ckwr 4 9 5 u Fenan 12-1 (D MrteyUB m 

FORM QUDE 

TUUIIAH BELLE has retained her form on the aU-waaher ofoce beating Shandel U In 
Fteiuaiy and retuned fo turt at Pontetact tan seek to IN fifth beMnd Pandolno- Emnbig 
fo Ms has been rear taking trips on ffw aJMwflfw and. thoud* V® bfp sfioUd hafo 
Judged on her second to Geresne John at Soudwrel (7f). she did nothing on tuf bsttrna. 
0o the tMhUde oaukf kngroue on her seasonal nsi behind In The Money at lacester. 
Classic Baastys form was Ore after a win in a bad marten at HamSton. Hjr Mflfia, sac- 
ond to Dursmn in a fiafiar last season, should be betrer for a recent ihiisli nrn in (tent it 
GBadfe race, whle Portlta SopMa eaams to hende al types of sutocas and was canyfng 
13fo more than her tniehandkapwe^ti whenfoufotoFEamboDanoerinthasoftaHemU- 
toa Noble Canooba tan better last d me whan fourth to Jfoaraen on tha aR-waatheir. tMorld- 
wtea Bsia nas not won tinea a Jurenfia and nm been wal neU on the an-wMther at lata, 
wMeMcCOycaddyRaafca mates no appeeL fi els cri o n-. TAlltHAH BfiUE 


4A0 


WOODHALLSPA HANDICAP (CLASS D) £ 5 j 000 added 3 YD 
lm 2 f Penalty Value £ 3^522 


3 AO 


520-153 MMBFORBRO 

0 MBreBWI<l«(BHFflrtJai«r8l3 : 

064000 MU»IOOR(2flete«houeRat*«|JB«hd«13. 


MOORTOWN MAI DEN STAKES (CLASS Dj £5000 added 
lm 100 yds Penalty Value £ 3^60 

1 00 wn«iMiEpafounmnRBesrat4Bi2 HBasaowoRi 

2 40 BEGOHfMT (204} CB A BorenfiBlftetan 3 8 12 

3 aUE BLVC E Cans} 1 CBtrpbrt 3 8 12 

4 002. tahf5BI.GflU>|15lMri*iwAIJftta«Ti)IISSMP38J2 

5 5- 6H«»1US4)ClTO<SheteWrredNMri«uiSAStE»ett38l2 

6 6 IBONUN (2fl Chefirfi Skriwnned) B Hft 3 8 12 

7 M6HTEOWSSIR;Mtejfc*j 8 Harttiy 3 8 12 

8 0 NOKLUO(U)tbnesHemtOJDurlop3812 

9 22- 7EOflUO(19fl(B£f«Mr9DLo*r38l2 

40 ' GU>RBUS0ANCStMMeamBX}JHanangr>38 7 

11 5060 3mEBIM)0W{201)[MthBelSt) ^5}BM cMBfBo3B7 

BBtMft 43Tooflb. 08 OtoA, 01 Mentos, 7-1 Orystal GoM. 01 Bagomri, 14-1 Nobd lad, 

201 Steer Mom. Mfl4 Etprass, 26-1 otters 

199ft Freeoars 3 8 12 0 UrUm 7-4 a M CUnanO 12 on 


422- DREW OFRURH (260) (Chris 8DdBtiDIOdEr9 7 

504* NORMAN CCMQDEST (USA) (204) pttp F Sariy) I Briring90. 

221- AliOIBOfSfr) (241)fiteiri>iAIMaaarelJDirlcp613 

44-5 mALNIRDL(2e(Saeal9lMQM9BdeB12 

243 jMQ80N»asei5IlCHSteP«rasterty87. 


JltMMS 

JWst 

-IM42 

Jiattel 



000 REGALREFRMAM)(29)(U&nGei4)UlAMaDmsa8hteteGleMB0-JQtea4 

0505 SHADB)(24)a£rt3B5tfrin0 JWWam711 LCfcMn*7 

-7i' 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
B 
7 

BEnwft 32 APyft. 7-2 Draaei Of Mnri, 4-1 Stedsd, 01 Repf FSbOi. iu I 
10 1 hnnl flririliiiinl IT 1 fnrlniiii nti 
199ft Reetee 3 9 1 W Cereon 11-4 (| OuSopi 10 rse 

FORM GUB>E 

AMYB Is likely to progress altar wmctng up herwr0year-oa caitfort®) wttn a win in Chep- 
stow. Regal Patrol, gelded since lea wm, has looted a tricky nde ted he runs beyond 
seren foriongi tor the fkst tune. Dream Of Nraml was a shade Osappobcng at two and 
finished up with a riser or the at-weather (second lo Mudflap). Hmrnm Gongumt a the 
type to Improve, though Ws final )u«n9& per tern ianca. a terHength taurtn to Yontesre a 
Saksbuy. would not appear good enoutft. Shaded looked a prormsmg type as a Jurenle 
and his seasons fifth to Ftaeoom Chance at Nomreltam win hare put ten strain He looks 
a betw prooosaion than either Jackson MM or Regal Rsprenand, the latter teowrtgprorresa 
as a two^eer-oid butherd to foncy after Rritestonefouweeta ago. Sal ac M o m AIWIB 


mmM 

HYPERION 

2 J» Denim Sue 2J30 Meadow Hymn 300 
^sSJSUther 330 Nontas 4 D 0 Nooran 
430 Fen Terrier 


12 W530 RMOSIDWM (20)JAtewter8120 Mr J Atentor (7) 

13 635«n RSSRBtADE(Sl)(CEfiPMartBth8l20 — JftRHrisp) 

14 0 THANK OJH (731) lta9 SirlBrB 12 0 JtesTJadwai (7) 

- -lAtedra ed- 

HBtflft 3-1 U ew ejiw w 44 Ewrigi Bewt, 01 Dsric Pass. 01 Dente 
nH.7-lMMteXR, 124 AdBbsIm, 14-1 Fanbtawa, Aeon Tbs Cart, 
201 often 


8 D-4621P CAM)BOEN(B9)(D)J Bartel 9 IDO ecaHL 

-Sdattead- 

MrtRua MtfEKht tea handfcap MflK GaaeMbanrtellh Caoen 
sbnTKXlft. 

BEITMft 7-4 MonyaHi, &2 Nrtterty Srid, 11-4 ftaMs444tertter, H 
Pefidcrt TBan Stew Mean, 901 CertBBdM 


44)0 


TOTE CREDIT MAIDEN CHASE (CLASS D) 
£ 5^000 added 2 m 

P APOUQ COIOSSO fHfi J Atton 7 11 7 

66S234 OOOLtKEAIISt (IT) POnrebtKfli9117 . 

QLRTO4 M MOOD (50) 1 Geaip 7 11 7 

B023U4 NOORAN (31) A tMIfoPS 6 U 7 . 


ASSofeli B 

-rjiteyby 

B ' 


WDTNEKS IN THE LAST KBVEN DAfD: Manytn«» (3D0J woa 


[230] 


FUTURE CHMIPKMS NOVICE HURDLE 
| (CLASS q £6JOOO added 3m UJOyHs 

--1215flJ .UGBIMflNElQ DMafba8118. DJMaCUt 

231121 MBWW HU* W J RtzEesW 6 U 8 — _ — PCteteny 
41U15 PfVBBMBm<nmsncfartl5U8 
1221 9MRKIMCSFRMG(2RKB^6i 


a3o 


smio wnwKBeBrwteiBRP 
5251 ® OGDBfCran/H. 


Mg pern sew wj u -"* ° -j - - 

mswsssssr 

1 3^ 

3 TCU54 UV* OAMM w ^ ~__lteT Bl«0» P) 

f a ^ 

t . 

g 


6118 1— 

6118. 

6114 

3021. MAIORHAIBBSa3)Mltewnin05ll4 

1332f2 BB8BUBEAaiT«flGlte»a7114. 

. UD0006 W*S8 (47) 60writt-JcnK 6 ID 12 — MrAI 

ID 0PB-2UP lOTtHTf BCKET(55) T Geoi9> 8 10 12 ^TJMayte 

21 000 OWRZEMflUSpUJlpnoSlOl? ISMpM 

12 0FP3WJ KRSMNflRMfGEMDlarbTlOS IBaftsB 

13 OOOPW M0REHASH(12) JHartanc5 10 7 7 Rad 

- 13 1 — 1 



MURRAVSHALL HOTEL SELLING HURDLE 
(CLASS G) £3500 added 2 m 110 yds 

1-33300 BflN IMNCSi (139 (Qfl tes M Rareby 5 120 — PMwa 
103310 QON«nsUC(77)P)PCtetem*il012O_ASteeh 

2034RP IMJffl»CI2S(n8JBriBl7120 MMefcteyB 

0Q3QTV MAfiflESIAD<981)PCaAar9U7 LWytr 

222446 HOMOS (129) 6 MM 6 11 7 ICritepM 

66P300 AMACE(imSHe*0f8112 OrtsSte*® V 


31-30 MOteEYWOICH{341MBJGoDdhlBw6112. 
BAUOCHAN IBM C total 5 U 0 . 

B60FOO MRK MRNNBHT (126) DLwnbBllO 
550 MflU EXPRESS (46J) Ms LSDttS 5 110 
2 U 2 W «*PBESBSJBrias 6110 
.502000 SECONDS AMX7 (71) J Gotta BUD. 


! Stagy 


SETTMft 01 Meadow Hpte, T* fomgttamy, 02 Sporttagtering, 01 

P^wNte.MEtereBri«B,miNar Kants, 101 lederylktet, 301 

PteteBsaafoCtesta-,2&lOnrtertaaa.B01otten 

R M C CffnERWOOD 1 UTTLE BAT VCAP 
. CHASE (CLASS B) £30(1000 added 2m 

1 5316F6 FOURCM.TtMIBI(S)(Ct9fiftanl01133 B«te 

2 I teill WIMVSABWPBbmiiwTIIT fiSuypk 

3 J11-000 STORM FBtoNKSCTSMelBf 7111 -^dsMtHsteg) 

4 171 1M M0NY1MH (S) n U toBtari 7 1011 (tofi — 

5 iRWII Bf»iaHHOlBG»p2)6»|PMn*ai81I30-PCsd«ny 




1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
13 

13 i003P V A WOO OUBI Betel 8 11 

J4 5F56U0 BUS PRDE {2R P IrtteMl 6 10 9 
15 50631* CWBUSH0»tAC13OiD0d*61£)9 

18 00-006 C(Mei£MtMRT(24tfoLnaier6U9 
17 P aMatt(L0Jftutat5109 
IB 000 D0V9BCUBRE(2QDUcfte53O9 

19 06Bm SABOtSJSE (29) J toiton5 IDS 

20 m 5USELIA (BBS J M Jefienori 6 10 9. 

21 0 7O0M8SBIS£(72) JAtetn5109 

-adectarad- 

BETBHft 02 Noafos, 7-2 EdM Dm**, 7-1 8ofag Ptefic, KM Attacs, 
101 Heater Mate, Heda Bipress, Samaria Aaay, 1A4 Vanteroa^ 
lad, 101 tote Swel*,** Pride, 201 1 


OOP REGALDOMAM(M3)MsLIMteB117 K. 

0R> KKAL BAMER [ZR Mtcdutar 7117 PCwbanyB 

PFFF23 SAXON IEAO CD P »*«»* 7 11 7. S ttsmy B 

H* WM LIIIIAIUNE (10) BMacB^n 11117 IWjw 

US 1DESRD0K f7B) KBaABy7 U 7 



1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 00*424 HAWBMOOKET ftOj M Toffiirar 7 11 2 _C Mo Rnn aa rfc (7) 

11 3FRP 5MfrBrMSU(7)UsLVftBSd8U2 .Tftaed 

-UricriMd- 

9EJ9MftMftlifrrBteHloaONaB«ra,SAltaMaaate y. »l gte B nH M 40 aal 
W u eda ^ 10-1 NurtBWitet, H P l*°°4M-lA pn 9 nCn*i as n , 25-1 ettsn 

Na^ON MORRISON HAffflKWP HURDLE 
(CLASS £3000 added 2m 4f 130yds 

1 FSlll-2 IMJCII«(40)ndF)lteMRMte7lllO Pflrea 

2 Q02-301 AAUAH (USA) (1) PhtoObs 5 1113 (6««) CToonfly 

3 FF3225 IHUBSwJf NBHT (23) (DJ J FcGertd 6 11 6 Fletey« 

4 11541 WIEB ROSS (SR J H Mmon 7 11 5 _J>Cwteoy 

5 000520 QAIKN(47)te(W)GRrtWdB5115 RtenRfrr 

6 130F63- FAR AM) FANCY (38C8 MB H Mteen 6 11 4 AS State 

7 053-454 CWPB>OUrpS}MToitirtfr7113, CMeComwek(7) 

8 P43562 /flUMIJWfUff [26) JJONel3H2 RMcflsftffl 

9 435216 mr niWU (7)FMffBgi5U0 BStaey 

10 PP3MD- MOREDFAMJMSt (467}(D)JMJBteS)n71012 JLWyar 

11 45-6445 MAStfltOFIROrCUl (Dj Ctohcr9107 DPader 

12 022153 Pe« S fl«SEPRHJMjeftncnS307_E n te » aiCT 

13 412152 B0W30«Oe28)HB|MH9T»Wrt5a)4_MrCBtBn(rH 

-ISdiderM- 

BEmwoe 4-1 amifaai, 02 Mtariian. 01 Atari), 6-1 Mtesr l>m», 10-1 

Dantes 6ene, 12-1 Bsllsft Ttarerier M*LJr<fie" Jelasqr> toiltetev 
101 Chipped Oat 101 tor Aad Fancy, 201 ottera 



u. u BnUe 


He knows Tub Rules 


Good to EWI AW ^ 

■Lrt-burt tartli- "rtBaKfgJJfSSnanj*- 7- Bamhamrta- 

Vcenaeirii nTriUetr ia lo ifrgewM 

SSSSSBsassrsase 

Hamm mtST TDd& Nory„ 

WMHtwMMW H«T SBVEN W®.' W !? 1 i 


EE3 


»— Ku IIO OC3 iron* ,7, - 

—fiSiSSSSS^Siag 

418210 lwr m 

1WMA2 

PMFR «aWW»«<K®^uolI 

naam TMMEgPA«sX BWWc7 ^ 


5 03OP53 mnesnSTOQLMotreSUO PtWsyV 

6 Of niwRy (4S) o ftteeiT ll 0 n ufnng i 

7 aS00F CT U mH (I)RQns7110 S o rt s 

g 06655P a»RB0lDWKC*oan41D7 D9Mtey(7)B 

' . ^ - -Bdsdared- 

BEnilKlMHalMarfteMa-lSnnBMftbUllBieDSpteiMODM- 
. by tart*; tear^ Bnld,ZU Hoaest PraO'SlSeMii'MM.Ftaiy 

pargR l RAP1DE MORTGAGE NOVICE CHASE 
B£ 4 JD 0 added 3 pi 2 flt 0 yds 

1 442212 DECTB0RSfH)M UPpe6l20 / Xlftril 

2 214BP IBF8*W»(MHCD|Oaaraaodni8JAMeCarilvB 

3 030202 CMDWALGRIJEBRR ASw 7112—, IRXtaare* 

-Sdsdnd- 

BgnW&WDac^^iSsMKapprt.A-tCanfcrtarts 

r^Ti^ STREBELifCAP f*®DLE (QUAUFEH) 
3 ^ 0 ] (CLASS E) £ 34 ) 00 added 2 m 6 f UJOyds 

1 auUS B0n7OFtEA6CnPIMia6U10 RAFteptad 

2 323423 BMlirFUf^CamweifUlTirMlB-JPtaisrp} 

3 3-30652 SCUD 1BSSS5 (24) Jftyg 6115 . _ Rtort 

4 - GHE50 ADftDV(I2) /fld0^r510 6 J-Asp4l P) 




RAPIDE MORTGAGE H'CAP HURDLE 
i (CUSS C) £ 5,000 added 3 m 3 f 

222602 BUWHWFEIE|USIDC2eMPpe7U10 DIM* 

542450 KNM8(441(C;RAmb 72O10 DOWtaM 

345UV aHSAfi«L0a(qjaM71O7. LAapnBffi 

63KP6 Uini«CMoriodiBU2 IB 

IfflFP MDMeBUEH(22S)PMChols7101 BfMce 
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300305 UnBtSD SURGE (29) tetes' 7 100. 

-Gdatend- 


JhsNladgv 


032122 STHfilE pefPWPRR Budte U 100. 

112301 SOW BOARD (38) MS UJOTCS 8100- 
5fF4P4 HEXICnBiMSMWGUfortrSlDajn 
-B dnd araJ- 

AfinhUD *e&E IDs. 7ma ftaxftap HtfB&ioirfiaMf 99 AM Die 
rteanerBKfiD. 

BEITMB: 10030 Saoa Bowl, 7-2 Item, 4-1 St Wte, M Stwrty P«4s, 
1M Karat; 1M Oww A Cafl, Horteg fitate, 201 flak the Drwwer 



IMrem natflC 10R Tne tendfcap se^B Ipaert Si^ Bsl 
BETUH tL 04 Btaar MorataC, 5-2 ToaMtal TbetMa, 114 Hebn, 1L3 
tte Ome Itaea, 14-1 Beash 201 Upwm) 9sg» 


RMS AND TCRMADBf HURDLE (CUSS 
E) £ 2£25 added 2 m 2 f 110 yd» 


4.20 




GEORGE GALE ft CO HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £ 4^200 added 2 m 2 f 

4-12U6 IMlOTBEitAas (l«)MKDHare811 10 IFltWy 

P36002 7D0MUCN 1S0S00N Q2) PllchcA 911 1 ~8torioa 

■132341 nCW[USA)(32}lteinciHRls9106 Kffleta* 

MABW 9EACHBUi(7OqiteJ%U«11103 3 Upton 

40033F BU2RHDRHBE(N)(6f) Phtetes8102 SFm 


040 CHU6BX)0K(B1) JGdbd6116. 


OOFB3F NU0F7flRS(HM9l#r91ZS. 
Ft flJ0MLMNCBiC15)lMMl6116. 


J-*teS«® 

D, 


-MRkbMh 



P-56 HEKNOtUSTlEfUS (3^ S 9ucMer5 116 Btorel 

0-PTO3 1080 IDVE (14) P 0»r«r® 5 U 6 I CMbt} 

02P222 MULLJNTOH (14) R ftwe 6 11 6 Dl 

265450 SWWsntsrOK] (33)CMenn511fi 
OOP Bin DRBM (73) PtecfBB Bill 

$4im0 MDWfCKIIM(U9)N1hDnsan7131 S 

R OSCUBmSGBT (21) U Caspian 6 111 WMt ftatesI 

P WOMAN HWMBLgT) MB LMBdt TUI TMltel 

005353 VB»4BAFBMCO(14BFBRe4109 PKacrtyp) 

-12Wte4- 

-BSTWS 11-8 Us 8 mm D o Me*, M Ml4HWf, 7-1 VwhiIm Freneo, 
ftl Cartatnok. Swan ^sst, 12-1 (art tres, 15-1 QUiai Dmmsc, Ocd- 
tefrta at 201 M OtTriete, 33-1 otteB 


Tamils 


Martina Hingis, the world's 
leading women’s player, could 
be (need to suss Wimbledon af- 
ter undergoing surgery yester- 
dayfor an injiny to her left knee 
suffered in a foil from a horse. 

The 16-year-old Hingis will 
not play for at least three weeks, 
which cover tournaments in 
Hamburg. Rome and Beilin, 
and there is a question mark 
against the French Open - the 
second Grand Slam of the sea- 
son, which falls just a month be- 
fore Wimbledon. 

“So for it is certain that Mar- 
tina wiD have to miss Hamburg, 
Rome and Berlin,” said 
Melanie Molitor, Hingis’ moth- 
er and coach, who added that 
it was possible that her daugh- 
ter^ would not play in the French 
Open from 26 May to 8 June. 
Withdrawal from Paris would 
leave Hingis with little time to 
get match fit for Wimbledon. 

Hingis was able to stand and 
joke after Monday’s foil, but the 


next day she was unable to 
straighten her left leg. 

Hingis was examined by spe- 
cialists near her home in 
Switzerland before having 
arthroscopic surgery for a part- 
ly-torn ligament in Austria. 
*Tm relieved that ray knee isn’t 
that badly injured,” she said. 

Last January, Hingis escaped 
unhurt when she fell from a 
horse in Australia before going 
on to win the Australian Open. 

Although it would seem un- 
wise for Hingis to risk her career, 
Molitor has always insisted that 
her ToUer-btadine daughter lives 
as normal a lire as possible. 
“Martina’s te nnis is only possi- 
ble because she doesn’t just 
have tennis balls at the centre 
of her life,” she said. 

■ Five more seeds lost in the 
Monte Carlo Open yesterday. 
Jim Courier, Thomas Enqvist, 
Wfcyne Ferre ini, Marc Rosset 
and Alberto Berasategui fol- 
lowed Pete Sampras, Thomas 
Muster and Boris Becker out of 
the clay-court tournament. 

Resnlfo, Digest, page 27 


Robidoux ends 
his long wait 
at the Crucible 

Snooker 


It took a long time coming but 
Alain Robidoux yesterday won 
his first match at the Crucible 
since 1992 to qualify for the sec- 
ond round of the Embassy 
World Championship. The 
French-Canadian beat Brian 
Morgan 10-8 for only his third- 
ever victory in Sheffield. 

Morgan may have come 
through the qualifying rounds 
but he has had a useful season, 
finishing runner-up to Ronnie 
O’Sullivan at the Asian Classic 
last autumn, and was expected 
to prove a tough opponent 
And the world No 49 from Es- 
sex duly refused to be brushed 
aside, wiping out his 5-3 
overnight deficit to level at 7-7 
before going ahead for the first 
time in the match at 8-7 thanks 
to a break of 72. 

Morgan also bad chances to 
win the next frame but missed 
a vital bine, and Robidoux pun- 
ished him with a break of 58 to 
get on level terms. The world 
No 14 then clinched victory by 
taking the next two frames to 
book a meeting with Peter 
Ebdon’s conqueror, Stefas 
Mazrocis. 

“1 had almost forgotten when 
I won my last match here,” 
Robidoux said afterwards. “Mbs 
it before or after the war?” 

Robidoux is enjoying his best 
season since turning profes- 
sional in 1988. He reached the 
German Open final last De- 
cember and is one of a handful 
of players chasing a place in the 
top eight for next season. 

Jimmy White, the world 
No 21, began his campaign 
with a 5-1 lead over Anthony 
Hamilton in the morning ses- 
sion, despite a fourth frame that 
lasted almost 40 minutes. From 
51-8 down. While took the 
frame 68-51. 


Johnson set 
to race in 
Britain again 

Athletics 

MIKE ROWBOTTOM 


Michael Johnson will make his 
first appearance in Britain for 
three years at the grand prix 
meeting in Sheffield on 29 June. 

Johnson, the first man to 
win the 200 metres and 400m at 
the same Olympics, will race at 
the Securicor Games over the 
longer distance against a field 
which may include Jamie 
Bauich and Roger Black 

The American's decision 
comes less than a year after he 
was refused a place in the 400m 
at a meeting in London for fear 
of demoralising his British rivals 
just before the Games. 

Johnson's agent. Brad Hunt, 
said then that Johnson would not 
compete in Britain again while 
Peter Radford remained in 
chaxpattbeBritishAlhleticRd- 
eranon. The latest deal has been 
agreed following Radford’s de- 
cision to leave the BAF. 

Linford Christie, who races 
today in the Qatar Internation- 
al meeting, has re-emphasised 
his intention not to compete in 
any more nnyor championships. 
“I am through with big meets,” 
the 37-year-old former Olympic 
champion said. Thysically I 
am stiD strong but mentally 1 
don’t feel motivated enough.” 

The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation has de- 
fended its decision to allow the 
men-only meeting at Doha in 
the Muslim state of Qatar. 
“The IAAF has no plans to cen- 
sure or dictate terms to coun- 
tries where traditions don’t 
allow women to take part in in- 
ternational competition,” a 
spokesman said. 

Qatar has tempted an in- 
ternational field which indudes 
Colin Jackson and Butch 
Reynolds to race out of season 
with a budget of $2m (£lJ5m). 


RACING RESULTS 


EPSOM 

2.0S: 1. LORD OLIVIER a DWOfi 13-2; 
2. SMmratparic Flyer 01 co-fov; S. IDer 
8-L 10 an. 5-1 oo-fewSparrtW (6th). So 
MrankL Hfl, 3%. (W tevte, NwroartM). Tote 
£8-50; £2.40. £1-90. ££60. Dual FOrecasc 
£1240. CompuMrSBalffn Fbrecaa: £34.18. 
Tricast: £242.76. Tria £49.10. 

23S 1. MAJOR CHANGE <K FjflOTO 

11 - 1 : 2. Cftawnpaflm P*>ce 10-U 3. Be- 
tevfow 5-1. 13 ran. 02 few Hoh Express. 
Hd. 5. (Mbs Say Ketosy. wwcontte.ltata: 
£10.70; £2^0. £3.70. £230 DF: £59.70. 
CSF: £StJ-UX TricaaJ: £56£L3& Trice £13&70- 
we Prince Of My Kean. 

300: LPAUOSKY pat EOdByi 013 fiw 
2. ream 2-K 3. MMer Ffak 9-JL 3 am. 
1 Vs hd. (J Duntop, AiurteC. Tote £l-fiO. DP: 
£1-20- CSR £1-85. 

340:2. PRWCEKMSKTEINMBrt 33-1; 
2. Ur^ntSiriR 101:3- Art*: Confer 14-U 
4u Pfte Creek 8-1. 29 no. 9-2 for Hazard 
A Guess- 1Y>. hd 0 Old, Wroutfrion). Tote: 
£60-30; £8.10, £7.10. £3.70. £220. DF; 
£55230. CSP. £«30ia Trieste: ££87332. 
TriK £136830. 

410: a. sumy and demand (KFsi- 

bn) 2-1 Jr-ta? 2L Rtaab 2-1 3. Seat- 

tle s*fe« 01. 20 ran. 2. 2. (Q L Moore. 
Brighton). Tote: £3.20; £1.20, £1.40, 
£1.60. DF: £4 AO. CSF: £438. Tno: £5 j40 
4Mk 3. LA MOOSTE fit fefcn) 7-t Z. 
— irai’nf tew 10030 br. 8. Heeler 
12 -1- S3 ran. 1%, 2’A. Mbs G Kale- 
vrey- Whitcorete). Tote: £1230; £4dU 
£3.60. £430. DF: E22ML CSF. £3139. Trio; 
£20020. rtt Mo« Mlh Bte, rtttxtawn not 
under mien. Rite 4 apotes to baart prices 
poly, riedunlon 5p in the pound. 

Jaekpoc Not won. pool at £3339.95 ear- 
ned foraart 10 Bwertey Oday. 

Ptecepob £34140. Qrartpofc £4330. 
Ptew ft £25233. Ftet 5: £5838. 
CATTERICK 

2-00: 1. JOHAYRO {I MOWM 9-2; 2. 
10-1: X hort Dead 10-L 14 
7-4 for Gtand Ctepeou. Hd, rtt (] Gakte- 
Wt £5J0: £330. £4.70. £430. DF: 
£4830. CSF; £53,13. Tncr QIUO. 

230: L. FLASH IFOR (G PtaMn) 12-1; 2. 
Hepeftfly04tei;a. — e de ley 3-1. 8 rao. 
SW-hd, 4. (U W EasteW). Tot* £3330; 
£3.60. £110. DF: £1040. CSF: 

£29.02. 

100c 3. BU1F0MT (A UBfl 14-1; 2. 
Haste LB Wste 0-2 Ji-tow; 3. Tosoteoe 6-1 
U ran. Mjt-lHSunnierMSpeclBL %, V:. 
(G M Moore). Tote £37.50: £830. £130, 
£13 a Oft £100.70. CSft £72.43. Tfcast 
£39030. Trio: £15630. 

33OCl.lUANtlte0|R(te»&4;2.Hte- 
W Mktenl 6-1; 3. fiSOte 5-6 te. 3 ran. 

Vj. 5, (MBeft. Tote £2.70. OF: £4.70. CSF: 
£637. 

430c 1. BRUTAL FANDISrflUBppM 9-4 
te; 2. BaBjnnate 6-1; 3 . TWrer*s Srepri** 
14-2, 10 res. Ste-hd. 4. a LEyrek Tate 
£250; £130 £25a £530. Dft £730 CSF: 
£1537. Tricao: £14734. Trio: £11730. 

430: i SHARP TEMPER M IfttM tet 
2Srtect Cboioa 101: 3. OcrefestfoMy &1. 
lo rao. l. nh. (Btoei. Tote: £3.10; £1.10. 
£A30, £240. Oft £3280. CSF: £2436. IHu 
£6830. 


530: 1. MUSCATANA (M ms) 12-t 2 
Breve Bwoy 8-k 3. Ceptote Creprete 12-U 
4. AActone Queen 13-2. 10 m. 9-2tovLa 
Dalca Vila. 2 ‘ft. Vu (B HIM. Tata 0830; 
£2.10. £230. £3.40, £130. DF; £5830. 
CSF: £109.14. Incase £1,128-73. Trio: 
£274.00. Mt Who’s That Man. 

Pfeoepot: £17820. Qatefoob £1430. 
Piece ft £ 12131 Piece S: £25.77. 
PERTH 

220: 1. PENTUNDS FUTER (P Cattary) 
7-4 tar, 2, Menekfi 12-1: 3, Semn Meed 
11-2. 12 an. 5, 6. (JH Johnson, OnocA). Tote: 
£2.60; £140, £280. £140 DF: £17.60. 
CSF: £2027. Trio; £16.70. 

230:1.1»taHFU (ROaiWy) 7-1: 2- Bold 
Sta t emen t 3-1 fav; 3. S wan da fe Ryer 14-1 
17 an. 17^ (M Hammond, MkUeham). 
TWae £530: £170. £170, £230. Oft C6.4Q. 
CSft £7433. Trim £57.70. Mt Prftie &- 
ample. 

32ft 1 COLONEL H CHIEF (PCarireny) 
15-8 JWav; 2. Ate Me later U-1; 3. Rher 
UraMon 12-1 11 ren. l&8jt-tavOiopiwl 
Cuant (feQ. 7^ VJz. fG Bchards. Oeysmte). 
68: 1330: £130 £2JO. £330 OF: 
£1230. CSF; £8121 Tnoc £5430 
33ft 1 AMLAH OB Powafi 01; 2. Du- 
(tefe 100^0 tan; 3. fteebeeto Own 20 1. 
ID ran. 2. no (P Hoots. Mrtehaad). Tote: 
£8.00: £130. £170. £2.40. OF: £2310. 
CSF: £1931 Triras: £27257. TiW 041.40. 

42ft 1 ACAJOU ■(PDataeny) 11-22 
Nkbetae Ptaet 7-4 iau: 3. Seed no«a 02 
S ran. 5, 21 (S Rlchaids, GreysfohaJ. Tote 
£6.70; £330. £110. DF; £12.00. CSF: 
£1335. 

43ft 1.PGB8V GORDON ptePtobsanl 
25-1; 2. Brorveow 01 3. County scon 
15-1: 4. vatera Dean 12-1 30 ran. 0 1 fa* 
Encharaed Cottar (SW.W, 4.(MsD Thom- 
son. MHnBUiorp). Tote £23.40: £330. 
£2.60. ESM. £3Ja OF: £51.20. CSF: 
£20937. Tricesc £336130 Trio: Nctwon. 
NFt Wattngfcpeanuts. 

02ft L RDVALVORK (P CBTOeny) 11-10 
tar 2 BUrtrta 10-1; 3. Bate MataMftL 
Him 1V^ 17. (G Achartl OtesKte-lcte 
£2-10; 7130, £230. £200. DF: £630. CSF! 
£12.01 Trio: £9.70. Mb Tba Road Wert. 
PtocapafC £9230. QuadpaC £63.40 
Pfeeo 6: £ 6332 Place 5: £4235. 


VTHE ESBEraKDENT 

RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 + 
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sport 


All-rounder who charmed a generation 


‘A 




Denis Compton: Handsome, debonair and a sporting hero 
with nerves of brass Photograph: Allsport Hulton Getty 


Shortly before Arsenal met 
Liverpool in the 1971 FA Cap 
final I was made responsible for 
bringing together members of 
the team that defeated Liver- 
pool at Wembley two decades 
earlier. 

At a lunch put on by theZto- 
fy Mirror, a photograph was 
taken of them to be published 
alongside one as they once 
were. Of course, life after Ar- 
senal had been kinder to some 
than others. Joe Mercer, Fred- 
die Cox and George Swindin 
had gone into football man- 
agement but the team's brilliant 
Scottish schemer, Jimmy Lome, 
was selling newspapers outside 
a department store in London. 

Nobody needed to ask Denis 
Compton how things were 
shaping up. StiU hamfanm* and 
debonair, he was seen fre- 
quently on television and Had a 
newspaper col umn . 

However you look at fame, 
Compton, who died yesterday 
at 78, is famous not merely for 
his prowess at cricket and foot- 
ball. Even people who never 
miss an opportunity to boast 
that they are utterly uniformed 
about sport, and deem an 



Ken Jones reflects on the late Denis Comptorv 
perhaps the most exciting batsman of all time, 
a man whose debonair image ahd cavaliers 
approach to sport and iite ^ptivated an era 


international, Arthur Mil- 
ton of Arsenal and Glouces- 
tershire, but Compton’s is the 
face that most people of my 
generation remember. 

Apart from great natural abil- 
. AT. /-> tmri nhnve afl 


with a 


film star 
status’ 


interest in games evidence of ar- 
rested development, associate 
Compton with stardom. The 
connection thrives in their sub- 
conscious and is, therefore, a 
measure of true fame. 

The proof is in the records 
and the memories of the men 
who played with, and against, 
Compton, especially during the 
long hot summer of 1947 when 
he amassed 3,816 runs, scoring 
a record 18 centuries that in- 
cluded six against the touring 
South Africans. 

However, if was not merely 
that Compton was a great bats- 
man and, in the view of. many 
qualified judges, the most ex- 
citing of any time. It was not just 
that he had nerves of brass and 
a constitution that did not ap- 
pear to require much sleep or 
bicarbonate of soda. Rather it 
was that - as John Lardner 
wrote of TOller Hagen - he was 
“one who succeeded as few 


as Compton's 
: Australian all- 


members of our meekly des- 
perate species have done, in ad- 
justing the shape, , speed ami 
social laws of the world to his- 
own tastes." 

' Unless it was 
friend, the great 
rounder Keith Miller, nobody 
seemed to get more fun out of 
sport. Now be has gone, fot 
lowing from that Arsenal team 
of 1950, \%Uy Barnes, brother 
Leslie, Mercer, Logie, and, re- 
cently, Reg Lewis. 

You may think this pedantic 
and in the circumstances a lit- 
tle ungracious, but because 
Compton’s 14 appearances for 
England at football were made 
in unofficial wartime matches it 
is not entirely accurate to de- 
scribe him as a dual interna- 
tional. 

In an autobiography pub- 
lished 47 years ago. Arsenal's 
famed outside-left. Cliff Bastm,' 
wrote: “Denis is one of the 


. greatest all-sound sportsmen 
has ever kntiwn~.bat 
"&a3btfbaDer, I fed it rather 
- difficult to foim OT bjrimoB'af 
Denis, for war-time: football 
protected no proper ted. He has 
. a fee left foot, and clever ball 
control, and perhaps if he had 
"devoted more time to football, 
?: space the war, he would have 
wen able to achieve his ambi- 
tion of adefega fuITcap to those 
hewoa.dnring hostilities. As it 
is* Denis, quite un^xnhforaD 
Ms briBrant success, is undeni- 
ably a better cricketer than he 
is afootbaBer.". 

Compton’s cricketing 
. prowess and good looks led to 
a breakthrough in sports mar- 
keting when an astute. accotm- 
taut, Bagenal Harvey, sagaed 
him to an advertising contract 
with the makers of Biyicreetn. 
Others soonfoflowed: the Ril- 
h&m and En gland inside-for- 
ward, Johnny Haynes, and a 


adam^EEL 

enough but like Miller, who had 

i . • ;a>uvu nc a 


w«ne hairy experiences as a 

iinr THml" it 


to be alife-or-death matter. 
t jriie about Compton, in his 

marvellous batting or ^ 
suggested much in the way Of 
conformity, but unlike many of 
today’s heroes he did not em- 
barrass himself or the estab- 
lishment An important t h i n g 

was that people would queue for 

hours to watch him play. 1 
know this to be true because I 
was one of them- .You could hot 
hope to emulate Compton but 
his improvisation was thrilling. 

When barely 17 years old I 
played against Compton in a 
FbotbaU C^bination match at 
Highbury. I called him “Mister". 
He knocked me over when go- 
ing for the ball, and at the time 
I could not tb»nk of anything 
better. 


Connor’s lessons 
for Stephenson 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from Chelmsford 
Essex 246 
Hampshire 103-7 


It is three years since John 
Stephenson departed Chelms- 
ford for greener pastures and 
ihe captaincy of Hampshire. 
Even so. he should still re- 
member the perils inherent in 
being seduced into bowling first 
by an Essex greentop that 
claimed 17 wickets in the day. 

The first rule is you need 
some decern bowlers, a criteri- 
on only Cardigan Connor sat- 
isfied for the viators with his wily 
7 for 46. The second is that you 
don't want to bal until day two, 
a discovery Hampshire made 
when they ended day on 103 for 
7. some f43 runs behind. Hav- 
ing won the toss Stephenson 

E robably contemplated some 
ind of ascendancy. Instead 
having dismissed Essex for 246. 
his team were facing annihila- 
tion in three days. 

With Robin Smith missing 
due to an Achilles tendon 
strain, Hampshire, despite the 


addition of their Australian im- 
port Matthew Hayden, were al- 
ways under-strength. It was a 
fact Essex’s superior firepower 
with the ball soon exploited. 
Ashley Cowan, in particular, 
proved a real handful taking the 
first three wickets, including the 
prized scalp of Hayden, caught 
off his glove as he tried to 
swivel onto a bouncer. 

A tall man with a high action, 
the 21-year-old Cowan has the 
ability to generate good pace off 
a short run and he finished the 
day with figures of 4 for 35. He 
was well supported by Ronnie 
Irani, who did for Kevan James, 
bowling him playing back, as 
well as for Stephenson whose 
bat and pad catch was taken by 
Darren Robinson at short-leg. 

But if Essex relied on team 
work, Hampshire were almost 
solely reliant on the 36-year old 
Connor, currently enjoying a 
benefit year. To the envy of 
many, Connor has something of 
a reputation for being able to 
dismiss Graham Gooch, a dis- 
tinction upheld when he had the 
great man, now in his 24th sea- 
son with Essex, lbw. 

But if that was the one they 


wanted, Hampshire’s spirits 
quickly flagged as Paul Prichard 
and Nasser Hussain went about 
the reconstruction, adding 97 
, before 


for the second wicket, 
Hussain had his off 


bail 


trimmed by a leg-cutter from 
Connor, who had by now 
changed to the River End. 

With Prichard lbw on the 
stroke of hutch for a fluent 65, 
the stage was set for Stuart Law, 
left out of the Australian tour- 
ing party, to reassert his im- 
■ pressive credentials. Adding a 
rapid 53 with Ronnie Irani, he 
looked untroubled until he was 
lbw, whipping across a straight 
baB from Dimitri Mascarenhas. 

It left Irani contemplating the 
belligerent role he likes best and 
one, for Essex at least, in which 
he excels. Having pummelled a 
couple of scorchers through the 
covers off the back foot, he was 
out one short of hishalf-centu- 
ty when he tamely skied a lead- 
ing edge to James at cover. 

That was Connor’s fifth wick- 
et and it was not long before he 
and Stephenson, having a be- 
lated bowl polished off tiie tail 
unaware of the ruin that lay 
ahead. 



rack Ikainor and Tony Wright, Gloucestershire's openers, stride out at Grace Road yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


Surrey seamers toil Young impresses on debut Welsh on song 


HENRY BLOFELP 

reports from The Oval 
Somerset 311-5 v Surrey 


In one sense, it was a sensational 
start to the season at The Oval. 
On the very first day. with more 
than a week, of April to go. Sur- 
rey used two leg-spinners, Ian 
Salisbury and Nadeera Shahid, 
against some mostly deter- 
mined Somerset baiting. 

In another, it was business 
mueh us usual, on a slow pitch 
which was full of runs. Surrey's 
scum attack which had a some- 
what boring, dilatory sameness 
about it. had a good work-out 
against a side unwilling to waste 
the advantage of batting first. 

The influence of Somerset's 
new coach. Dermot Reeve, was 
easy to see. If he can persuade 
hi* players to make the most of 
iheir abilities. Somerset will 
win more than live Champi- 
onship matches this year. 

For timers, Mark Lath well 
cut out those impetuous flour- 
ishes « hich have so often cot him 
into trouble. Peter Bowler, their 
new captain, hutted with sense 
and responsiblity for nearly two 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

'Frr or f?ur-- 

Essex v Hampshire 

CHEL MSfORCr H ampshire (4pts). with 

Sr* 1 ** "■ 

143 runs txjMid EUo W. today - 11 n 

fcai'Wii- non fojj, 

CSSEX- First Innings 

v* s ^jocS l »- B Co nx» 

P l J nc"a<t: Hay b Cowvr 

•» iJus'jSO 0 OonrUM , 

5 “ -Sft 0 Mj'-Cdrennas ..." 

- C ™..- Jam*. b coomo, , 9 

n w | J 6 Connor 3 

'^wtibSiPchensnn 

. f J StWen-an 1 

17 

: *• 0 Cannot .... *7 6 

p “ *uch na out . . 

Extras utils wri,..’ 


and three-quarter hours and 
Richard Harden and Piran Hoi- MIKE CAREY 
laway also put their heads down. 

Surrey’s four main seam 
bowlers, Martin Bicknell, Chris 
Lewis, Joey Benjamin, and Alex 
Tudor, all run in a long way and 
apart from Tudor in one spell 
hefore tea, did not look partic- 
ularly threatening. They also 
bowled far too many no-balls 
contributing to the absurd to- 
tal of h9 extras. 

Four overs of Salisbury was 
the only variation from seam be- 
fore lunch when he bowled 
Lalhweli, who made the mistake 
of playing back to a top spinuer. 

Salisbury had another 21 overs 
later in the day when the need 
for economy was least on his 
mind. As always he needs con- 
fidence to give the ball air and 
more of a tweak, when he will 
be a more dangerous bowler. 

The game was left rather 
more in balance when, shortly be- 
fore the end, Adam Hollioake, 
the fifth seamer, had Holloway 
caught behind and Mike Bums 
lbw in successive overs. 

■ Surrey have appointed their 
former player Keith Medtycott 
as assistant coach, replacing 
Tony Pigott who left this month. 


reports from Leicester 
Gloucestershire 245 
Leicestershire 99-3 


They hoisted the Championship 
pennant in a pre-match cere- 
mony here yesterday. Later, 
quite unscheduled and out of 
context with what had gone be- 
fore. Shaun Young and Jack 
Russell unceremoniously hoist- 
ed Leicestershire’s bowling to 
all parts in a manner that the 
champions will not want to see 
repeated too often this season. 

It was the sort of thing, 
though, that can happen in the 
best of circles on the first day 
of the season and allowing for 
various indications of rustiness 
and the odd fielding lapses, 
Leicestershire probably felt that 
dismissing Gloucestershire for 
under 300 on a good pitch was 
not a bad day's work. 

Alan Mull ally probably 
thought so. When last sighted 
he was spraying the trail to all 
parts on England's behalf. Yes- 
terday under the gaze of David 
Lloyd, but more likely because 


he is again under the tutelage 
of Jack Birkensbaw, he bowled 
very straight, picked up five 
wickets and troubled the two 
left-handers, Russell and 
Young, more than anyone. 

There was stiD not much evi- 
dence of any ability to bring the 
ball back into the right-hander 
but, until Mike Smith appeared 
in the evening no one swung the 
ball much anyway. Mostly it 
moved off the seam, and then 
only under doud covet When the 
sun shone for lengthy periods, 
batting looked straightforward. 

Thus Gloucestershire must 
have cuised the combination of 
eariy-season errors and inade- 
quate footwork which plunged 
them to 84 for 5. That was their 
lowest point, not least when 
Mark Alleyne, their new cap- 
tain. found himself in no- man's 
land and was leg before without 
scoring to James Ormond. 

Positive action was called for 
at this stage and Russell provided 
it, which probably eased any- 
pressure that Young might have 
been feeling in his first Cham- 
pionship innings. Russell was 
soon busy dabbing and nudging 
as well as leaving extravagantly 


alone. In their frustration, 
Leicestershire bowled too short 
and were robustly hooked and 
pulled for their pains. 

Young has played League 
cricket for Fleetwood and toured 
here with Young Australia two 
years ago. When Gloucester- 


ROUND-UP 


for Courtney TOdsh, hs pedigree 
was vouched for by a trio of 
knowledgeable cricketers in Tfer- 
xy Alderman, Brian Davison 
and Dave Gilbert; but one 
straight drive for four off the back 
foot would have been enough for 
many connoisseurs here. 

Cta quicker pitches it is not dif- 
ficult to imagine his forthright 
strokeplay causing a stir, even at 
somnolent Bristol. Here both he 
and Russell were helped when 
Leicestershire, having obtained 
their early successes by bowling 
to a fullish length, degenerated 
to a foolish one on this pitch. 
Richards and Young helped 
themselves and added 112 in 29 
overs. 

■ Leicestershire have signed 
the Natal all-rounder Nril John- 
son, who replaces the West In- 
dian all-rounder Phil Simmons 
on a one-year contract. 


CRICKET SCOREBOARD 


.. ..u 

...65 

...JS 

..- 2 ? 

-...49 


Glamorgan v Warwickshire 
CARUm dnnpn (Apts). ntti okra tost- 
tart"** wtekets standing, are 44 ran* 
ahead of WanricksMra ( 0 ). Today; U.O. 
Wjn«* 5 fwe won toss 
WARWICKSHIRE - First toning* 

*A i Mote c Shaw t> Thomas 

W G Knan c Shaw 0 watfcm 6 

0 L Henp c and b Croft „...g 

D P Osier c and b Croft ...........14 

T L Penney c Sh» b Thomas 16 

*h J Piper c James b Waxm — 1 

N M K Smith c Shaw ft Thomas —...36 

C Welch c James b Thomas .,3 

A f Gdes c Shaw b Water 

A A Donald not out 

G C SmaH c Maynard b Butcher 

Extra* «>4 *31*2) 

Total (304 overs) . 


A P Wate c Adams b DoFtwtas .....36 

MV Renting bDefratsa J. 

M A Eaham not out 72 

PA Strange Knkkan b Malcolm .0 

*tS A Marti c ttoWen b Matcotm 57 

M J McCague far b Defreftas 1 

D W HeaSeyc KiMwn b Malcolm 5 

M M Patel c Hayturs b Malcolm S 

Extra* (b* Ih7 nb 6 ) 17 

Total (B9 avera) 251 


-29 


-20 

-..0 

-8 


-151 


-■■■■»* in, i ii *„.„ ltllli _^ 


C c ^ ^ eco5> ,o 

'• L **' ° '"-*3 

•* -• I*"*-" fail o o a u» •-£ 


F«tt 1-S 2-19 3-35 4-42 543 6-80 7-96 
8-97 9-148- 

li-4-32-3; Thornes 12 - 1 - 
^4^&ftl3-2-37-2; Dale l-O-2-O: Butch- 

OAM0RGAH - First hating* 

S P James b Donald 

H Moms not out ..... 


folk 1-7 2-23 3-78 4-79 5-104 6-105 7- 
199 8-200 9-209. 

Bowling Malcolm 27-4-74-6; CorK 21-6-52- 
t Dean 12-244-0; DeFratas 21-10-35-3; 
Oofce 8-2-35-0. 

DSWySHRE - Fktt Me 

KJ Barnett cManhbMcCaeue £ 

A S RoAms c Uon£ b MoCapn 1 

CJ Adams bMcCa®» 10 

*0M Jones cFvhonbHeafiey 5 

V P Qarfce not out 4 

A N Haynus not out 1 

Extras nhBl Ji 


FAS: 1-38 2-97 3-1384-155 5-245 6^15 
7-3288-3539-380. 

Bowftra {to date): Brown 26-5-93-2; Betts 
20-2-113-1; Mbod 12-1-59-1; Campbel 12- 
0-92-1; Baling 17-5-82-1; CcffngMQd U- 
2468. 

DURHAM: J J B Lewis. P D CoOrrawoOd, J E 
Mantx N J Speaft, rt> C Btion. TMP Spetfit, 

M M Beds. J Wood. J Bafcrw S J E Brown, 
CLCampMH. 

: G I Bugsse and R Palmet 


Total ffor 4. 13 orera] . 


Lelcestersblr* v Gtoucs 
mcesiBft UkaataeMs with w* 

«i UrcMoning* wicket* ctwEng, an 

148 nas balfad OoweaatMMw A to- 
dayslU. 

Gloucast a sWre won BBS 
OJOUXSTBSnRE - Rrat Maes 

N J Tram c Nixon b MuBafly 2 

A J Wrffjit c Macmlen b MuBe^i 23 

R J Cunltffe tow b Mrtra 


Barfing (to data): Smith 94-20-1; laws 
5-1-1T-0; Maung 7-088^3; Bsfl 3-1-SO; Al- 
leyne 64-8-2. 

uajibes: j H Hamptfwe and J D Bond. 

Motthgfcansftfra v Wares ' 
TRENT WWQe WnaatanUro Opts) tn 
2BS<W3 to tfliir firtt iMiOgB afflnstNoc- 
tinghanaMra (U. today: ill 
Wbrcesassflte mot toss 
WDRCeSIOMME - Hrs* bufag* 

T S Curbs not out 100 

W P C Weston c Marti b Bares ,_52 

GAHtdtcBatas.bEnns -4 

K R Stwmge WtBnj b pans — ; 48 

*TM Moody not out — — 44 

Extras Cb5 8)17 w6 nb!0J..„ 38 


\%rwickshire, the pre-season 
bookmakers’ favourites to re- 
gain the Britannic Assurance 
County Championship, looked 
anything but a side set to re- 
assert their superiority in the 
four-day game when the cam- 
paign began yesterday. - 
The 1995 champions were 
dismissed for just 151 by Glam- 
organ at Cardiff in their open- 
ing Qrampkmship innings of the 

summer, and then had no joy in 
the field as their opponents set 
about building a commanding 
lead. . .... 

Darren Thomas took 4 for 62 
as the Welsh comity showed that 
they can bowl sides om even be- 
fore the arrival of their overseas 
player, Whqar Younis, from 
Pakistan. The off-spinner 
Robert Croft, who is likely to be 
on England duty for much of the 
season, took two wickets- 
Glamoigan restricted War- 
wickshire to a best individual 
knock of 36from Nril Smith, and 
then reached tra with their open- 
ing partnership of Steve James 
and Hugh Morris intact James 
was eventually out for 83 but 


to bat G D Roeo, A R Odette*, S Hantwfc- 
KJ Shins. 

Buvfing (to date): M P Bfcfcneft 19-8-43- 
1- lewis 154-1-760: Ttutor 19-3-54-1; Ben- 
B mn &2-1-28-0; Setatouy- 258-63-1; 
HaSoBfce 144-21-2; Shew 2-060; Thor- 
pe 3-0843. 

SURREY DJOdmefl. M A Butcttee TAJ 
SWWKT, G P TTwpe, N SbbrtO, ‘A J HoJ- 
aaAe.CCLans.IDKSNisbuxMPBick- 
neB. A J toda; J E Benjansn. 

Umpires B Dudlesson and J H Hoiria. 


r 3,102 


-288 


- —83 

-..78 

- 


34 

19S 


net owr 


.9 
-.4 
...9 
....13 


na (jin — 

M A 3 to 2 ^ 7 **- 

I-J-jS-*; ^ 9-5-9 ■— D r l aJTvsS. 


S L WdOon not out 

Extra* M2 Ibl4 w2 nbl6) 

Total (tar 1, 62 owora} 

Mb 1X90. 

p A Couh] 

GPBuuSier. tADShaw. RDB CratSi 
Thomas, DA Cosher. 

B«MtoC (to date): DwaM 15-914-1; Smal 
90-43-0: WWtfi 164 570: tStes I 44 S. 
0; Smith 8-1-230. 

Umptaes; U J Kitcmn and d j Constato. 

Kant v Derbyshire 

heMod Kent (3)- Today: 11 n 
faunnss 

KENT -FM Mae* 

D P Fuibki e Jonos 0 GxK ,, « 

N i Dong b MsicoHi e 

TP Warn b fcUtcnfcn a 


Fafc 1-5 2-21 3-30 4-30. 

To bat 0 G Code 0 E Matootn. P A J Db- 
Pnesas. tKM Knhhsr. KJ Dean. 

Strafing (to date): McCania 7-2-14-3; 
Headley 90-16-1. 

UtvfreK K E Palmer end P Wfcy. 

LencasMra v Darbara 
OWTRAFFORD: Umcaddre (4ptsime 494 
T" " '1 t*nir Tint mnliir* atfoiniit Duitnan 
{SV Today; 11 . 0 . 

LaKaVWs won boss 
UWCASHHE - Ffcat (note 

J E R GAan c Speignr b brmii 78 

M A Mhermn c Spmgti b Wood - ...15 

J P Crawley Bra b Ben* Jfl 

NHFastxmhercBafingb Brown 21 

G D Uoyd c Wood b 102 

*M Mbtkhtsun c Wood b Campbell 51 

1 0 Ausdn b Coainmod _29 

tW K Hegg c Soeak bCoOn©rood £2 

G Yates b Being 


■ as M A Lynrti c Pixor b Middy 


-36 


StoungcMacminanbMllR& 59 

•MWMoyna two Ormond — 

tR C Russel b Mins 

T H C Hancock not out 



M C J Ball c Kascn 0 WeCs 

A M Srrxth c NteHi b Mutsftr 

J J bewb c Pierson b Mutsn 

Extra* <b3 lb 11 n2 rt) 6 ) 

total (725 ewera). 


-22 


-245 


Mb 1-3 2-6 3-68 4- 73 5-84 6-196 7-203 
8-204 9206. 


52-5; Ormond 15-3-61-1; Well* 15-546- 
1; Pierson 7-0-250. 

IflCeSTEHME- First Mags 

VJWeis fiw b Smith 2 

0 L Maddy not out ...42 

1 J Sutcfirte far b ASeyrw .37 ■ 


.ja 


G Oieppie not out 

PJ Marttn 


--65 


fb2 ®7 «3lQ} . 


-67 


TOM (tar 9, Mom} 


-19 


A Habib lira b Alleyne _ 

A R K Pierson nut out . 

Extras (b4(b 7 rb2J. 

total (tar 3, 30 own). 

FMfc 1-6 2-71 3-95. 
tobMJJvmai<otGIMacn«Bri.PANIni. 
O i M*w, A D Mulaly, J Qmwnd. 


ft* 1 1 ^ 7 ' 2-iOi : 

TbbotVSSotarJd, tS J Rhodes SR Lamplt 
PJ N e wport. A Sfiemac M Rawndesc 
Boadtag (to date): Bans 24-943-2; Rarts 
18-542-0: Bowen 214-790; Areter 15- 
3-38-0; Saws 13-1-33-1; Dowman 11-2- 
32-0. 

NOTTMGHAMSWie P R Rattad. R T 
Flotfascxi. G F Archer A A Metcalfe. *P John- 
son. M P Oowman. fWM Noon, K P Euans, 
RT Bates. M N Bowen. 9 J franks. 
Uqpbes NT Plows and TEJesqt 

Surrey v Somersot 

THE OWL- Somerset (3pts) am 311 tor 

5 w^ Bisdr tos t firing* agatot S«rr^ PQ. 

Somersat non toss 
SOto£tetT - Fkat kmtogs 

M N Lathmg b Salisbury 50 

M ETteacotNckc Lewis b M P Bfclnel 10 

•P D Bonder fa* b Tudor m 

81 


; v Northamptonshire 

HOVE: Nortbaovtooiblra (2pts) are 288 
tor 9 h tfaalr first kmbets against Sus- 
•kM. today: 110 . 

NorthampaantHto won mss 
NORfHAMPTONSWE - Fbat hiitog* 


Morris was unbeaten on 78 at the 
dose with Glamorgan 195 for 1. 

There were two centurions on 
the opening day of Champ- 
ionship play. Lancashire’s Gra- 
ham Lloyd was the top scorer 
- he was dismissed for 102 as 
Lancashire piled up a formi- 
dable tally of 494 for 9 at Old 
Trafford to turn David Boon's 
first day of serious action as cap- 
tain of Durham into something 
of a nightmare. As well as 
Lloyd, Jason Gallian, Peter 
Martin, Glen Chappie and 
Mike Watkin ail passed fifty. 

Tim Curtis was unbeaten on 

100 as Worcestershire made 286 
for 3 against Nottinghamshire at 
Hent Bridge. The 37-year-old 
Curtis, a former England open- 
er, announced yesterday that he 
is to retire at the end of the sea- 
son to take up a full-time teach- 
ing post at Worcester Royal 
Grammar School. 

Devon Malcolm showed the 
form that once made him Eng- 
land’s most-feared last bowler, 
taking 6 for 74 as Kent were did- 
missed for 251 at Canterbury. 
However, Derbyshire were 35 
for 4 at the close. At Hove, 
Northamptonshire scored Tftg 
for 9 against Sussex. 


Other First-class 
Matches 

ff*W(feyof r BBfie) 

Cambridge Unlv v MUkBesax 

mn rairs: Craw bKtfg Unfrerafty. v*tti 

nma behind MlriffimwL Today; 1130. 
WUle&ivm toss 

^ 

128 

- 160 

„ — 1 im taWn" 

'=** 

Md not irat D C Pbah, R L Johnson, jPHe- 


PEWSing»notout._ 

nwwGanng m hurt 
JCPooteylbwbHow . 
tK R Bftran not out 


R R Montamerie fa* b Jante . 
M 8 U>yeftwb Jarvte 
*R J Bsdsy Bra b Jsfvto 


.^8 


..11 

-12 


KM Cum few b Robinson 

A LFfcnbOrtty favb Robinson 43 

S it J Wtarran t Smtokl b Newell 10 

J Ctod b Robwaon ^7 

J N Snaps not out 39 

J E Boburey c Alhw b Rottroon 

Atanm c Waores bRobbtso n 1 

JPttyorrxxout. 


Extras (b4 Ibl2 nbl3) _ 
total (for 9. 1 M orars) . 


-29 


5 RJ Hfttian not out 


-.13 

-99 


PCLHofinay c Stewart bHoHioate ...22 

M Bws fa* b HoMoeke 0 

tR J faner not out m 

Extras (b2bl3w6nb48) 08 

tofal (tarS, 104ovm») 311 

Mb 1-37 2-108 3-215 4-280 5-280. 


FWfc 1-18 2-55 3-62 4-146 5-164 6-218 
7-2538-2539259. 

Bowing (to dole): Drakes 24*5-77-0: 
Jsrats 22-5-51-3; Robtraon 25-971-5: 
Khan 168-190; Nawefi 148-41-1; PUflps 
3-0-13-6, 

SUSSE£KGicenMd.NJLanhan I NRTbY'- 

loc C W J APiqc K Neural, V C Drakes, *tp 
MooWjPW Jam*. N C pwnps, A A Nisi. 
M A Robinson. 

UmitinK ACtariaon anti AST WNtanaab, 


nmitoir i^i n A 9 C 

+n ^ Tu * 5el 

tp R H Cfimon not aw 7 

EMrasftib2) -• — -3 

’ ASn^ vy j homo. R 0 jonte. n 1 
Hug^^lmanMohominad, J W Q Fraeth, P 

; Johnsm 

H 0 Bvd and N 6 Cowley. 

Oxford Unhr v Yorkshire 

TM BRRKR UnhraraHy, vrfth oight 

tortaMrawncoss 

WWOHIRE-nretl«#«i 

•ORnsnaout ^ 

•—■■-^3 1 


There were tributes from tiw 
worlds of cricket and football 7 
following the death yesterday of 
Denis Compton. : 

The former England capita ^ . 
Ted Dexter said: “rm very 
to hear this. Denis was an m- 
spiration to me. I saw him at , 
Lord's as a schoolboy and got : •" 
his autograph while he was 
fielding on the boundary. He 

was a definite genius with the 

bat. He adorned the game and 
we should mourn his passung. 

Another former England cap* ^ 
tain Brian Cose, who played 

against COmpton just after the . 

war, said: “In those years there ^ - . 
were two great players for Eng- -_ 
land. There was Denis and there 

was Sir Lcn Hutton. The great \ 
thing about Denis was that he erv- & 

joyed life to the fuIL He was u \ 
great, natural ball player and *~ 
never took things loo seriously.” 

The umpire Dickie Bird saut • ' 

-I shall miss him, everyone will 

miss him. Not only ’aus he a great 

player but he was aLso a friend, 
a true friend of mine. He s done 
a tremendous amount for Eng- ; 
fish cricket, he was always on - 
hand to help young cricketers. - 
He was a tremendous ambas- 
sador for the game.” 

A more recent England cap- 
tain Chris Cowdrey, Colin Cow- 
drey’s 9 on, said: “My mother and 
father were dose friends of his . \ 
and this will sadden them. But 
he had not been very well and ' v 
no one would have wanted him 
to suffer. He was one of Ihe iru- 
fy great personalities of sport, let 
alone of cricket. He conveyed a ‘ 

sense of fun and he loved life.'* J 
Compton, of course, also , 

played football for Arsenal and * 

England and a spokeswoman 
for Arsenal said: “The dub 
would like to pay tribute to the 
great Denis Compton. He was 
a talented all-round sportsman 
and our thoughts are with his 
family and friends.” 

Sir Stanley Matthews said: 

“He was a great footballer. I 
played with him many limes in 
wartime internationals for Eng- 
land. 1 remember a particular 
game against Scotland when we 
won by several goals to one and 
Denis tore them apart down 
die left wing. I think Tommy Law- 
ton scored three or four goals ■ 
that day from Denis's passes.” 

The current Middlesex cap- 
lain and England selector, Mike 
Gatting, said: “It is very sad. He 
was a legend at Middlesex. 
Everybody from the youngest 
on the staff to the oldest mem- 
ber has fond memories of him. 
Compo was friendly to me and 
always took an interest in my ca- 
reer. He was an amazing man." 

The Middlesex coach and 
fonner player, Don Bennett, 
said: “He was a legend. We 
played Surrey in a three-day 
game in 1950 and 60,000 peo- 
ple came through the turnstiles, 
mainly to see him. He was the 
draw. He had film star status.” 

And the Prime Minister, John 
Major, said: “Those who ever 
saw Denis Compton bat have an 
imperishable memory of the 
greatest cavalier of cricket." 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


50 ° 

7he number of career singles 
victories recorded by tennis 
world No 3 Michael Chang fol- 
lowing his win over Jan- 
Michael GambW in the Mom© 
Carlo Open yesterday. He 
joire Boris Becker (who has 
672), Thomas Muster and 

Pete Sampras in the 500 dub 


145 MOL 
Wd not tat CWT*te.B Part* 
DCfaft h. f J Hartley. C 6 w S 

Paw 193^ro ; & 

BS*****® 

wwrouNnraajw-Ffc- 

Bto»*(ito 2 ) 

Sfr*?r’ £ == 

^L A G G £SSi^ 

Wnpbta; A A Jones and K j i 

First last 

(fmitlafl 

COWWO: ItetEb - 
Srf Lanka won r~- 


aaqoul MU3I 
Swsnw-Ffcxti 
^*"»MaSK58.S, 

SWUNKA-Soe 

206 to 
H AftQ Sibac Snq 


U 

Dhorrrw 
WPJUCVaast 

Bfap* Ib3 ita , fc 
Total (tor r 


A Mctorah not out 

QOm* Ib 2 to!3 w 2 nbl4] 
Total 0or 2 doe. 94 own) 


61-1 ( Inbl; Sd 
39J-994-3. N 


wwuTHTES! 
fa. 26-30 Ac* 
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Liverpool 
aim to keep 
pride intact 


Although the Graeme Scam ess 
era is less than fondly remem- 
^ be red at AnfieJd, a European 
r ^'night during his term as manager 
provides an inspiring precedent 
for Liverpool as they strive 
against overwhelming odds to 
reach the Cup-Winners' Cup fi- 
nal tonight. 

With Roy Evans' side t railing 
3-0 to Paris St-Germain after the 
first leg of the semi-final histo- 
ry shows that even the Liverpool 
of Shankly, Paisley and Ragan 
never overturned such arrears in 
Continental competition. When 
David “Supereub” Fairdough 
completed an epic fighiback 
against St Etienne en route to the 
Champions’ Cup 20 years aga the 
French lead bad been only 1-0. 

Yet in 1991, Auxerre, leading 
l 2-0. came to Merseyside to com- 
plete formalities in the Uefa Cup 
and returned to France shell- 
shocked Liverpool scored in 
four minutes and quickly levelled 
the aggregate score. Seven min- 
utes from the end Mark Walters 
ensured that they made up a two- 
goal deficit for the firet time ever. 

Thai, as Evans will recall from 
his role as coach, was with a tran- 
sitional team who were struggling 
against all manner of lower-di- 
vsionvishois. It was also in a half- 
empty stadium. Tbnight. PSG 
face a vastly superior Liverpool 
line-up - one with something to 
prove now that the Premiership 
appears to have slipped away - 
and Airfield will be packed. 

The strategy is sure to be sim- 
ilar; try to score early and see 
whether PSG can lake the heat 
The Liverpool manager has in- 
timated that he wOl play Robbie 
Ftowier, Stan CoUymore and Pa- 
trik Berger together for the first 
time this season. Evans may 
also switch from a defensive trio 
plus wing-backs to a flat back 
four in the belief that the French 
might not relish a more ‘‘British” 
approach. 

“It’s a tall order but we must 
believe we can do it.” Evans said 


Phil Shaw on the 
Herculean task 
facing Roy Evans’ 
team tonight 

yesterday. “If we can get an ear- 
ly goal we can get them on the 
run. If you don’t believe you 
don’t achieve. 

“Normally you try to play a pa- 
tient game in Europe, but we 
must set the tempo. The bottom 
line is that we've got to play fan- 
tastically and the/11 have to be 
poor if we’re to win." 

Steve Harkness and Bjorn 
Tore Kvarme are respectively in- 
jured and ineligible, leaving 
Evans to choose replacements 
from Phil Babb. Neu Ruddock, 
Rob Jones and Dominic Matteo. 
Michael Thomas (knee) and 
Matteo (hip) face late fitness 
tests. 

The error-ridden David 
James is set to retain his {dace 
- Liverpool have no plausible al- 
ternative keeper - knowing that 
whatever miracles are mustered 
at the opposite end, one slip 
could give PSG an away goal and 
almost certainly the tie. 

For the Parisians, who have 
perhaps even greater expecta- 
tions of the 21-year-old striker 
Jerome LeRoy than Airfield has 
of Rjwter, left-hack Didier Dorm 
is the only casualty. Their Brazil- 
ian manager, Ricardo, antici- 
pates a “much more aggressive" 
Liverpool than at Parc des 
Princes. If that proved the case, 
he added, it would merely cre- 
ate more space for his team to 
counter-attack. 

■ In the other Cup-Winners’ 
Cup semi-final tonight Fiore n ti- 
ns and Barcelona start at 1-1 in 
Italy. Ffonentina will be without 
the suspended Argentinian 
striker Gabriel Batistuta, who 
scored their equaliser in the first 
leg. For Barcelona the former 
Tottenham midfield player Ghe- 
orghe Popescu is suspended. 


Le Saux’s resolve 


ALAN NIXON 


Graeme Le Saux has refused to 
commit himself to Blackburn 
Rovers despite pressure from 
the club's owner. Jack Walker, 
to keep the England left-back 
at Ewood Park next season. 

Le Saux made a surprise re- 
turn to the Rovers side after be- 
ing dropped and went on to 
score in Tuesday night's win over 
Sheffield Wednesday. 

He was not prepared to rule 
out a move in the summer, how- 
ever. saying; “All 1 want to do 
Is make the most of my career 
in the lime I've got available. 
I've not made my decision pub- 
lic yet, but everybody is aware 
of the problems. 1 don’t want 
other things to affect my game." 

He added “It would be un- 
professional to say anything un- 
til this matter is resolved with the 
dub. You had belter ask the peo- 
ple in charge about that." 

Le Saux said that his “trou- 
bles" had affected his perfor- 
mances for the past few months 
when his club form has dipped. 

“This has been going on for a 
long lime." he said. “It’s a situ- 
ation that had got the belter of 
me; its been serious enough to 
put me off my game. But 1 don’t 
want a reputation as a problem 
player. I was trying to cope with 
all that was troubling me as best 
I could, hut it wasn't working." 


Walker is determined to keep 
Le Saux and certainly will not 
let him gp cheaply. However, his 
decision to recall the Channel 
Islander has caused more fric- 
tion with team-mate Jason 
Wilcox. Hie left-winger would 
not sit on the bench in midweek 
after being dropped and is 
poised to ask for a transfer. 

Blackburn’s troubles have 
been exacerbated by an injury 
to the striker Chris Sutton, 
who suffered a hamstring strain 
and was substituted at half-time 
during Tuesday's match. 

The Nottingham Forest 
caretaker manager, Stuart 
Pearce, is to remain at the City 
Ground next season as a play- 
er even if the club arc relegat- 
ed. However, he is not 
prepared to say whether he will 
remain as manager, although 
he admits he has made a deci- 
sion about his future. 

"I will certainly be here as a 
player next season as I have a 
three-year contract to honour." 
Pearce said. “I have also made 
my mind up as regards whether 
I want to remain as a manager 
but I am not ready to reveal 
what my thoughts arc." 

Brigtilon’s plans to play their 
home games at a greyhound sta- 
dium in Hove next season could 
be put in jeopardy as the venue 
does not at present meet the 
League's criteria to stage 
matches. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


Yesterday 

AVON INSURANCE C0M8MATKM Hr* DJ- 
iMon; Arena! 3 Ipswen 0; Bainwoutn 0 
Cantfl 0; WflwaS 0 Lusw l: Hlmaotm 4 Swn 

dor 2. 

WOMEN'S WTOaiATOWL HH0EXY (Turtnk 

taly J ErjJand 0, 

Tuesday 

UEFA COP SwnHfaul ***** lag Monaco 1 
iftpetn 70i tnemaaoraro 0 raojefia (e. - 3*; 
StfMifce 04 I iLmhe 6B. Wilmas 10ti> Tencnfc 
a (jjj;: Ji. aiTw crura wroi. 

FA CUP SwnMViaJ replay: 0 utf 

aM&routfi 3 i Be** Ii R3Mfwn 57. Erwrwn 
691 NJWGflOupii. 

FA CABUNO PBEM imM PP. BtooCum 4 iBerg 
5, Sfwwod 23, U> Sad 39. RtnuS 581 SfieHrSd 
Wtedrewsi,- 1 iCstone pen83>: leads 0 Asian 
Wti C*. Sundertavi 0 Soumamptrrn 1 lOsnuad 
72 r. Mfimolwon 0 defeat 1 tPefrfAOJ U-. 
pHIlONWtnEFUQTBALL LEAGUE Hr* thUoiE 
tosutfi l (5«wv oen JU Wwnwa* Ofy ft 
pocsroudi J fWfcu* sfibi pen SS. Strata** 37. 
49. a?i BarrcSev 2 iRedsatn <52. 7?<- Sound 
Mriiton: BtachOM l (PNKW&riBrenmwtt 
■uteri 0 Buy Dr Smcwon 2 iBeniec 37. An- 
08 74i M* 1 Itaasn 30 k VUetfwn 1 <UcGn"B 
77< Otw 1 ■Mural 6Ti. 

ItMENTS SCOT715H CUP Scnt-flHl replor 
Mmanw* 1 RAcMyic 8fc> Dundee Lfld 0 fa; 
E4£er final Edntx/rffi'. 

0M VAUXHALL CONFERENCE: MdocksfcU 5 
IKMifi 56. SOW 73. Mat ra. Damttwti6. 
Poxes rii vwknp. 0; MoreeartS* 0 sWiWfitP 
CcikO. 

imiEAGUCPnad* DMioffi BdwpsSnn 
ftrt 4 Bromic, 3: Duhmfln Hamiot 0 Dafwram 
&B<«5odge Grays 2BcK+v>mt\ucifl4.SiAi- 

2 . yeadne I saws a. reowf ro*n ■* ftWW 

tflret Melon: Bdensn 3 

veyhLindOUttiriij^a.lWionfWirwreSMoie- 

scy J Second OhMen: toUifl 1 J 

ratoidaned Cnfcw S - 

MMiTtfcAun Pita 1; LYitang 0 Bcrsnod 3. Wdtc 

0 aa*KJ loon ft Waerfioe b Hiri'am I. TOnl 

OMMhk Eason & &W* 0 Hnmtfimai 3. 
UTOOOf* IXAGUE Premia ASnSwi 

1 FreWot 0; Bampt. BndCPO Blym Spanam l. 

Cpnboraugi 4 [fencan 1: wwrafcw 2 Gurse- 
isy 2: Inefc 1 CtfwvnBarO. FWONWo* C«-* 
Kcwaad l Leififf 1: Hanosate Town 0 0: 

Unoom tXd 1 w&vsop o: Snyseinw 2 Oxv 
gmon Or tttrtmoon l fimenon Lfi l. 



DR MARTENS LEAGUE Pmntor DMstore AOi- 
efstuoe 4 SaisUuv 0: CdnOndgs env 4 491- 

fwd 0: Dondiesm 2 QoucesUH 3: hUkrawn 

Toun 3 Sramgpoume 0: SuAurv lawn 1 CheJ- 
remum 4. MMUmd DMWok Rkasron 3 
Grannum L Uoor Green 4 Sultan Coldfield 1: 
Oynano 3 Bd3an 0. Seuthani M- 
vkkmr OmJwfcrt 3 WiesKm-supn-Alare 3: New- 
port itovn 3 t void 1 He* 5. 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE Prendoi 
OMskn: Am«d n Dorat*,- 2; North Femey l 
Helper 3: Ouou Aum 3 Hucfcnall 2. PaSusf- 
mg 0 BrRg 1; Pometracl 3 HattieU Mm 3. 
NORTH WEST C0UNTES LEAGUE Hret 0M- 
cJon Hcfeur OH Boy* 1 Fferenn 2. Njrnwuji 0 
Buraawjh lr EMmxh Hsrtey 0 CBherae 4. 

JEWSON EASTERN LEAGUE PramtorDMWore 

F<«swre 0 Gres Yaonoum 1: Ganesaor 0 D«s& 
1: Haaaao 0 ivocxjbnage O- HanmrhAFaftw- 
sum 2 NewmarVrt (r. lauents* 1 SUMnanst 
ft Vurudurn a Fdvnftam 0. 

SCRBWW WteCT lEABUC Premtar DMsIo* 
Brtl<p>dtO 0 Tnenon 3; ChRW 0 mpperruni 
2: Mar^jetoa i Cirw 3; PaiVtor ftwm 12 
Biddtra 0. 

WMSTONtEAO KENT LEAGUE CoonHidfl 4 
Shdflpey Oul 4 iMwaabta 1: FumessO Bs*- 
oreum u t^eenwen Barau^ 3 C^wanaar- 
era 0; Henyp aay 2 FwersJMfn 2. 

HTSUW EXPRESS NRDUWO AUIMKE: 
BtanMOh 0 PahAfl Villa 3: ChMMMn 0 Wo* 
3;KflJOH*yVCDin0t6WSI«3 
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mere Si Mcnoahl. 
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fcorcupi 2 ijfg: 2-3>. 

P0NnN5 LEAGUE Pmaitof DMdan: Ewortcn 
OTramtart) 6. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Hr* W- 
vUton: UUtftjR) 0 Outcn-J ft«li Ftrffn 0. 
LCAOUC OF WALES: BanfiwO&'SCawsw l; 
2 Rhyl 3- 

HARP NATIONAL LEAGUE OF REUMD Pre- 
mier bMbikm: Deny City Q Cork Cdy 2: Bray 
Wanderers l Shdb^nna 1. 

PRESS a JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
toro M»sJ«ncs 2 Eton Oly 1; WWt Acadfe- 
my 1 Cbdmasuddin 1. 

WORLD CUP Aston EoneQrtMpTtirM (Sbar- 

JWOi Unhed An* Erwates 3 Barean 0. 
PORTUGUESE CUP StKtti round: Acadcmsa 
Camara 0 Spoiling ustm 1. 
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Former world heavyweight champion George Foreman greases up for a work-out in training for Saturday's fight against Lou Savarese hi Atlantic (Sty 


Photograph; AP 


Old pals prepare for business in hand 


Goff 

ANDY FARRELL 
reports from Madrid 

Once they had nothing more on 
their minds than trying to be the 
Tiger Woods of their day. Now 
if they resemble a couple of 
40-plus chicr executives out 
for a day’s golf, that is exactly 
whaL they are, although it helps 
to be Sieve Ballesteros and 
Greg Norman when it comes to 


teeing up in the Peugeot Span- 
ish Open. 

Ballesteros is the boss of the 
event's promoters, Amen Cor- 
ner, and asked Norman, head 
of the rapidly expanding Great 
White Shark Inc^ to return to 
Madrid for the first time in IS 
years as a special favour. The 
quid pro quo is that the 
Spaniard will play in Norman’s 
Holden Gassic in Australia 
during the winter. 

“After 21 years of playing the 


game together, it is right that we 
should help each other out,” die 
Australian said. “It is like Jack 
[Nicklaus] inviting Arnie 
[Palmer] to the Memorial and 
Arnie inviting Jack to his tour- 
nament at Bay HflL” 

Noonan was more concerned 


last night than the fact that Tom 
Lehman had ended his record 
run of 96 weeks as the world 
No.L “rVe been up there a long 
time,” Norman said. “The best 


player right now is Itgpr Woods. 
Like anything, golf needs young 
blood and new talent to come 
through. America was crying out 
for someone like Tiger. He has 
upped the level for everyone.” 
Woods is only ranked at No J, 
while Norman can regain the 
top spot by finishing in the top- 
ten here. 

Like Norman, Ballesteros 
was long gone before Woods 
was crowned at Augusta and be 
has turned to the Australian's 


old coach, arKfVfaods’s mentor, 
Butch Hannon, in the hope of 
making his first cut of the sea- 
son. “If one doctor cannot help, 
you try another," Sevejsaid. He 
has had more second opinions 
than he has played rounds 
recently. 

As the European caprain, 
Ryder Cup matters are also on 
Seve’s mind. He knows who he 
wants as a No 2but he cannot 
yet name him, saying only that 
the candidate can speak both 


English and Spanish. Next 
week, he beads for Valderrama 
to help set up tbe course. 
“There will be fairway for 260 
yards and then only rough," is 
his plan to combat Woods. He 
will not decide on whether to 
be a playing caplaia until he 
picks his two wild cards on 31 
August, on which subject he re- 
peated “there are no guarantees 
for anyone”. For the record, 
Norman thinks America will 


Davies and Thomas out of final line-ups Tougher qualifications in line for trials 


Rugby Union 


Jonathan Davies and Arwel 
Thomas, who contested the 
Wales (Vo i 0 shirt this season, will 
both be missing from iheir clubs’ 
starting line-ups in Saturday’s 
Swalec Cup final - the last match 
to he held at Cardiff Arms Park 
before it is demolished. 


Davies, who is still recover- 
ing from a dead leg and has 
played little rugby during the 
last month, will be confined to 


feeling some reaction to a knee 


ligament injury. 

■ Twickenham yesterday con- 
firmed that dubs outside Eng- 
land's top two divisions will not 
lose money following the with- 
drawal of Courage’s sponsor- 
ship of the entire league system. 
The Rugby Football Union has 
pledged to “at the minimum, 
match the levels of this season”. 


the replacements' bench as 
Cardin opt for the 20-year-old 
Lee Jams at outside-nalf. 

Thomas, who played his first 
game in two months for 
Swansea on Saturday, will make 
way for Aled Williams, after 


Equestrianism 

GENEVIEVE MURPHY 


Hugh Thomas, director of the 
Mitsubishi Badminton Horse 
Trials which run from 7 to 11 
May, anticipates tougher qual- 
ifications for next year’s event 
after receiving an unprece- 
dented number of entries. 


Thomas this year made the 
controversial decision to limit 
overseas countries to five hors- 
es, but, even so, still has 45 on 
the watting list There has since 
been resentment against Blyth 
Tbit, New Zealand's Olympic 
champion, for his fairly nuld as- 
sertion that spectators would 
rather see the top riders with 
two horses than “Samantha 


CUpotty-Oop" with one. Three 
British riders - Karen Dixon, 
Leslie Law and lan Stark - are 
due to ride two horses apiece. 
Both Andrew Nicholson of 
New Zealand and Bruce David- 
son of the United States have 
two horses listed, but they 
will only ride their second hors- 
es if one of their countrymen 
drop oul 


B-O. Women's dadm 

'**N«Bnde!BenMAJaiK 


TODAY’S FIX TORE S 


FootbaB 

7.30 unfsn Aled 
BUtWEAH ttW-Wg JER g 1 CUP 


5SSP ieabue ghaii bbe 


Owrwngf^ 




















Here comes summer 

The opening day of cricket's 
County Championship, page 26 


Survival Is 
the priority 
for Juninho 


Footbair 

SIMON MULLOCK 

Juninho yesterday promised to 
unleash "the full scope of his 
Br azilian brilliance in a bid to 
end Middlesbrough’s 121-year 
wait for a trophy, but admitted 
that Premiership survival re- 
mains his top priority. 

The 22-vear-old midfielder 
understands the significance of 
Middlesbrough's passage into 
their first-ever FA Cup final and 


is relishing the rosk of pitting his 
wits against Chelsea at Wemb- 
ley next month. 

But he also realises that a 
fleeting moment of glory pales 
into tnsigfiiffrgfi rip; compared to 
the fight to stay in the top-flight 
and believes that the team 
Bryan Robson built for £26m 
will have to win three of their 
last five matches to remain in 
the big time. 

Juninho, once again in bril- 
liant form as Middlesbrough 
ended Chesterfield's dream 


Taylor warns on 
sportsmanship 


Gordon Taylor, the chief exec- 
utive of the Professional Foot- 
ballers' Association, yesterday 
urged members to be mindful 
of their role in setting an ex- 
ample after Ruud Gullit joined 
Aisene Wenger in criticising 
players who break the game’s 
unwritten code of gentlemanly 
conduct in England. 

Taylor said; “I think it is a good 
time to remind aD players to keep 
setting the best sporting stan- 
dards no matter wfaal is at stake.” 

Chelsea's manager, Gullit, 
took up Wenger's theme after 
Vinnie Jones, Wimbledon's cap- 
tain. lainxiied a long throw in the 
dosing minutes of their 1-0 Lon- 
don derby defeat on Tuesday. In 
line with what has become com- 
mon practice, Jones should have 
thrown the ball to Chelsea, who 
had kicked it off when their goal- 
keeper, Craig Forrest, needed 
treatment for an injury. 


The incident happened three 
days after Chris Sutton, the 
Blackburn striker, forced Arse- 
nal to concede a comer from 
which Rovers scored an injury- 
time equaliser at Highbury, 
ending Arsenal’s hopes of the 
Premier League title and im- 
proving his own team’s chance 
of escaping relegation. Arsenal 
playeiswere furious with Sutton 
as the throw-in had been con- 
ceded so that Stephen Hughes 
could be treated for an injury. 

Taylor said: “Although Fve 
not seen either the Sutton or 
Jones incident yet these are 
clearly worrying instances. 
We’ve all done a lot of work get- 
ting the game a good name for 
sportsmanship in this country. 
We won the Bur Play award at 
Euro 96, English dubs are hig h 
in the table for good behaviour 
and we’ve earned an extra place 
in the Uefa Cup next season.” 


with a 3-0 semi-final win at Hilk- 
borough on Tuesday, said: “The 
FA Cup is one of the most im- 
portant competitions in the 
world and I know how much it 
means to English players. It was 
an excellent performance by us. 
We showed chat when we get 
the ball dawn and pass from 
back to midfield to the forwards 
then we are a good team. 

“It is great for the fans. They 
haven’t been very happy because 
we lost to Leicester m the Coca- 
Cola Cup final and then to 
Sunderland. But for now we 

have to concentrate on die im- 
portant matter of the League. 
1 think we have to win two games 
from the four we have away 
from home and win our one 
home game as well to stay up.” 

The survival bid begins at Tot- 
tenham tonight, bat there is no 
doubt that J uninh o is delight- 
ed to be locking horns with the 
likes of Gianfranco Zola, 
Roberto Di Matteo and Franck 
Leboeufwhen he returns to the 
capital on 17 May for the final. 

“It is very good for Middles- 
brough that we are through to 
the final and that we are play- 
ing Chelsea. The FA Cup final 
wffl be much better than the 
Coca-Cola Cup final I'm sure, 
because Chelsea play football. 
It should be open but that’s the 
English way I just hope we can 
win it this time,” J uninho said. 

It is a view shared by the Dan- 
ish striker MDckel Beck, who 
opened the scoring against 
Chesterfield: “It’s certainly time 
that Boro won sometfirng. I 
thought we were unfortunate not 
to have won die Coca-Cola Cup 
at Wembley but now we have a 
second chance and against a 
team that wants to play football/ 1 
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ACROSS 



5 Golf at Oxford - it involves 
a lot of driving (5-2) 

9 I adieu Lion of agreement by 
Seychelles assembly (5) 

10 Bridge partnership in row 
after hill's presented for 
drink (5.4) 

1 1 A new trademark used in 
Australia is similar (9) 

12 Herb's age we have been 
told {5) 

13 Part of play audience will 
have watched? (5) 

15 Sketch for which Associa- 
tion attracts sihv rebuke 
(9) 

IS Not having completed dis- 
tance, talk of changing ul- 
tra-slow vehicle (4,5) 


19 Date with oriental com- 
mander in public house (5) 
21 Receipt covering £1, some- 
thing kept as a souvenir (5) 
23 Recycling centre where 
you’ve to use metre from 
now on? (9) 

25 Extremely difficult 

woman's clean round the 


bend! (9) 

26 Attitude needed in busi- 
ness in the city (S) 

27 Pasture fellow leased out, 
featured in advertising 
sheet (7) 

28 Money used in old court, 
now obsolete (7) 

DOWN 

1 Kjss mostly greeting exam 
success - mark of 60 or 65? 


Wednesday's sahitioa 
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3 Piece from Saudi orches- 
tra, in sound only (5) 

4 Political embarrassment 
associated with illegally ob- 
tained drug in Ohio (3,6) 

5 Puzzle randomly encrypted 
by unusual symbols, pri- 
marily (5) 

6 Surpassingly excellent 
book turned out to be indi- 
gestible (9) 

7 rood processing plant out- 
side capital's subject to ban 
on liquor (5) 

8 Introduce new recipe for 
crepe produced by French 

14 Working to unscramble 
due, initially formidable 
feat? (9) 

16 NUT create upset, making 

E o nouncement (9) 
tense sort of reverence a 
fellow must keep in pro- 
portion (9) 

18 Haim’s done, unfortunate- 
ly, by a trainee lawman (7) 
20 Great suspicion said to oc- 
casion retreat? (7) 

22 Meal ticket, one conveying 
a right to get some grub? 

23 bdour that is associated 
with hospital department 


Small number requiring 
plainer sort of type face (9) 


Embroiderer’s knot fea- 
tured in picture books (5) 
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Michael Stich finds It tough going during his 6-3, 6-0 defeat by Richard Krqpcek in the Monte Carlo Open yesterday 


Compton the Corinthian dies at 78 


Photograph: Reuter 


DEREK PRINGLE 

Cricket Correspondent 

In an era where cricketers are 
becoming more faceless by the 
season, the passing of Denis 
Compton at the age of 78, wfll 
be mourned by all those who be- 
lieve sportsman should pas- 
sionately embrace more than 
the sport itself. Compton may 
have been a fine footballer and 
an even better cricketer, but he 
embraced life in such a way that 
neither dominated his life. 

Having joined Arsenal as a 
17-year-old in 1935 he made his 
first-class debut for Middlesex 
a year later, scoring 1,000 runs 
in the season. The following 
year be mack his debut for Eng- 
land, the first of a ?&-cap career 
that saw him score 5,807 runs 
at an average slightly over 50. 

As a batsman, he was as nat- 


ural as summer dew, which he of- 
ten encountered -at cricket 
grounds, still wearing his dinner 
jacket having not had a wink of 
sleep. He may have been a pro- 
fessional, but the amateur ethos 
that burned within, and one pas- 
sionately shared by his Middle- 
sex and England colleague Bill 
Edrich, went far beyond the 
possession of three initials. 

Compton, a brilliant impro- 
viser of strokes, reckoned that 
if you bad talent you could 
score runs with the leg of a chair. 
He never quite went to that ex- 
treme, but with a habit of mis- 
laying his bat, many of his deeds 
were often accomplished with 
the blade of another. Indeed, his 
last away century for Middlesex 
against Essex at Leyton was 
scored with, a borrowed bat, a 
milestone he rattled up in two 
and a quarter hours. 

According to those he played 
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with, his range of stroke was ap- 
parently only exceeded by the 
optiimsmofhisrumnng between 
the wickets, when he would of- 
ten wish his partner luck. It was 
a habit Thrvor Briley once de- 
scribed as “merely the basis for 
negotiation”, and one which 
cost many their wicket 
“Denis was an aggressive 


cricketer, a tough fighter, and a 
bloody good bloke,” said Doug 
Insole, the current president of 
Essex and die dub's captain dur- 
ing the latter half of Compton’s 
career. 

"However, he could be unre- 
liable,” Insole continued, “I once 
sent Mm a postcard a day for 
three weeks to remind him that 
be was playing in a charity match 
for roe.” Compton turned up all 
right, but be was also expected 
at two other matches that day. 

like many of his era, Comp- 
ton had diffiajJty m understand- 
ing some of the methods used by 
racket's modem generation. He 
once told Graham Gooch -one 
of the few current players to have 
scored more first-class runs than 

him - to “forget the helmet and 





But although his deeds are 

rooted in a golden past, his sud- 
den death after a hip operation 
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complicated by diabetes wiffls 
have touched many. For those * 
that were lucky enough to see 
him play, the memories wfli^ 

surely remain undimmed. . 

However, we need not get loO. & 
morose. As someone rightly 
pointed out when the lannov at 
Chelmsford brought us the Sad 
news, “There’ll be a hell of i 
party up there when he meet* 

up with old BUI Edrich." ' 
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